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MEMOIR 



or 



Brigadier-General John Dagworthy. 



At the memorial service of the late General A. T. A. 
Torbert held in the Methodist Church at Milford, General 
A. Loudon Snowden, of Philadelphia, made the remark that 
during the Revolutionary War New Jersey had given to 
Delaware a hero, and that during the late War of the Re- 
bellion Delaware had given to New Jersey a hero. 

From tradition I learned that the Revolutionary hero was 
Brigadier-General John Dagworthy, and during the past 
twelve years I have endeavored to find out all that I could 
about him, making only a mental note thereof; for, amidst the 
duties of an active professional life, I have not had the op- 
portunity to search some of the early records of New York, 
New Jersey, and Maryland by personal visits, as I would 
like to have done. 

The date and place of John Dagworthy's birth I do not 
know; and the first record I find of him is in the New Jer- 
sey Archives, vol. v., pages 143-147, where, in a letter from 
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President Morris (the governor of New York and New 
Jersey) to the Duke of New Castle, the Colonial Minister 
of England, in relation to the separate government of New 
Jersey (one already being established at Perth Aniboy, and 
in the separate government referring to the one at Trenton), 
Governor Morris recomihends names for the Council for the 
Western Division, under date of June 2, 1732, where, of five 
others, he says, " John Dag worthy, he is an honest, bold 
man and well affected to the Government, is of the Church 
of England, a thriving man and at present High Sheriff of 
the country in which he lives." In 1740, August 28, Gov- 
ernor Morris, in a P.S. of a letter to Andrew Johnston, 
Speaker of the Assembly, says, " I have hy red Dagworthy's 
house at Trenton." 

In the war with France in 1745, commonly called " King 
George's War," New Jersey raised five hundred men, and 
ailer the companies were organized the Council commis- 
sioned Peter Schuyler as colonel, September 7, 1746, which 
regiment became known as the "Jersey Blues." He ar- 
rived in Albany early in September, and, although the ex- 
pedition was abandoned, he was assigned to Fort Clinton, 
in Saratoga, which he held until 1747, when lack of provi- 
sions compelled its abandonment (Appleton's Amer. Biog., 
vol. v., page 430.) 

Dagworthy was one of the captains in this regiment, and 
was in command of part of the combined force of English 
and Colonial troops engaged in " The Expedition against 
Canada." In the proceedings of Council of New Jersey, 
March 19, 1747 (New Jersey Archives, vol. vi., page 424), 
His Honor (John Hamilton, Esq., President) communi- 



MEMOIR OF BRIG.' GEN, JOHN DAG WORTHY. 5 

cated to the Board a letter he received this day from Colo- 
nel Peter Schuyler, dated 9th inst., acquainting him of the 
number of men in the several companies under his com- 
mand from returns made by the captains of said companies 
which he had transmitted to His Honor, — viz., " In Cap't 
Dagworthy's company, eighty-five private men, on duty, 
five dead, ten deserted, which with the three commissioned 
Officers make in all one hundred & three." 

(New Jersey Archives, vol. vii., page 102, Feb. 12, 1748.) 
A letter from the Council of New Jersey to the Duke of 
New Castle recommends sundry officers who had served in 
the expedition to Canada, as follows : 

''May it please your Grace, — Before this letter reaches 
your Grace, we suppose another will be come to hand from 
some of the Members of his Majesty's Council for this prov- 
ince, dated the i6th day of last month, in favour of Col. 
Schuyler, and the officers of this province who served in 
the expedition to Canada ; in which, among other recom- 
mendations to your Grace, it is asserted that many of the 
officers were in good business and left the same, upon the 
hopes of being continued in his Majesty's service. And as 
Capt's Ware and Dagworthy, two of the gentlemen who 
raised companies in this province, have signified to us their 
intention to take a voyage to England, to implore your 
Grace's assistance and interest with his Majesty, for such 
marks of his Royal favour as they may be thought to de- 
serve ; we being members of his Majesty's Council, thought 
it a piece of Justice due to them, to assure your Grace that 
both these Gentlemen were in good business and left the 
same to engage in his Majesty's service, and behaved therein 
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with becoming zeal and resolution through the course of 
that expedition. We are, may it please your Grace, your 
Grace's most obedient and most humble servants, 

" Jno. Reeding, Jas. Hule, 

Ja. Alexander, Andw. Johnston, 

RoBT. H. Morris, Jno. Coxe." 

From contemporaneous events that are recorded, the pre- 
sumption is that Dagworthy received what he desired by 
visiting England, — ^viz., a royal commission as captain. 

In September, 1753, Captain Dagworthy was in com- 
mand of two companies of rangers and frontier guard, 
organized for the protection of the border settlements of 
Western Maryland in " The French and Indian War." " It 
may, with propriety," says Lossing, page 180, "be con- 
sidered introductory to the War for Independence, and 
resulted in establishing the supremacy of the English in 
America, and originated in disputes concerning territorial 
claims." 

While in this service, a long dispute ensued between 
Captain Dagworthy and Lieutenant-Colonel George Wash- 
ington. Captain Dagworthy held a royal commission, 
which, in his opinion, put him above the authority of Col- 
onel Washington, who was a colonial officer, commissioned 
by the Governor of Virginia. Sparks's " Life of Washing- 
ton," page 71, says: "At Fort Cumberland was a Captain 
Dagworthy, commissioned by Governor Sharpe, who had 
under him a small company of Maryland troops. This 
person held a royal commission in the last war, upon which 
he plumed himself, refusing obedience to any provincial 
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officer, however high in rank," " Hence, whenever Colonel 
Washington was at Fort Cumberland, the Maryland Captain 
would pay no regard to his orders. The example was 
mischievous, and kept the garrison in perpetual feuds and 
insubordination. The affair was laid in due form before 
Governor Dinwiddie, and his positive order in the case was 
requested. Not caring to venture his authority in deciding 
a doubtful question, the Governor refrained from interfer- 
ence, but at the same time told Colonel Washington that 
the pretensions of Dagworthy were frivolous; and he 
seemed not a little incensed that a Captain with thirty men 
should presume to dispute the rank of the Commander-in- 
Chief of the Virginian forces, who had been commissioned 
under his own hand. In short, he intimated to Colonel 
Washington that Dagworthy might be arrested, according 
to military usage, taking care to give no order on the 
subject." 

"This vacillation of the Governor only increased the 
embarrassment. In the first place, the fort was in Mary- 
land and Dagworthy acted under the Governor of that 
colony, who was known to encourage his claim. Again, 
in General Braddock's time, Dagworthy, on the ground of 
his old commission, had been put above provincial officers 
of higher rank. With these precedents before him. Colonel 
Washington did not choose to hazard an arrest, for which 
he might himself be called to account." 

John Marshall, in his " Life of Washington," says (vol. i., 
page 7) — upon a question of priority of rank relative to a 
dispute with Captain Mackay who was in command of an 
Independent company of one hundred men in 1754: "In 
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the course of the winter, orders were received for settling 
the rank of the officers of his Majesty's forces in North 
America. These orders directed that all officers commis- 
sioned by the King, or by his General in North America, 
should take rank of all officers commissioned by the Gov- 
ernors of the respective provinces ; and further, that the 
general and field officers of the provincial troops should 
have no rank when serving with the general and field offi- 
cers commissioned by the crown ; but that other inferior 
officers of the royal troops should take rank over provincial 
officers of the same grade, having senior commissions." 
Bancroft's "History of the United States," vol. lii., page 
148, says : '* Difficulties of all kinds gathered in his (Wash- 
ington's) path; the humblest Captain that held a royal 
commission claimed to be his superior." 

The " Life of Washington," by Washington Irving, vol. i., 
page 225, says: "His (Washington's) exertions were im- 
peded by one of those questions of precedence, which had 
so often annoyed him, arising from the diflference between 
crown and provincial commissions. Maryland having by a 
scanty appropriation raised a small militia force, stationed 
Captain Dagworthy, with a company of thirty men, at Fort 
Cumberland, which stood within the boundaries of that 
province. Dagworthy had served in Canada in the pre- 
ceding war and had received a King's commission. This 
he had since commuted for half pay, and of course had 
parted, virtually, with its privileges. He was nothing 
more, therefore, than a Maryland provincial captain at the 
head of thirty men. He now assumed to act under his 
royal commission, and refused to obey the orders of any 
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ofBcer, however high in rank, who merely held his com- 
mission from a Governor." 

McSherry , in his " History of Maryland," page 1 36, says : 
** Captain Dagworthy, who now commanded the Maryland 
levies, had been an officer in the Canada expedition, during 
the last war, and held the King's commission. Upon 
entering the Maryland service he still laid claim under his 
old commission, which as emanating from the King, was 
considered to confer a superiority over all colonial commis- 
sions." Page 137, "In November a small body of Mary- 
land recruits under Capt. Dagworthy were placed in Fort 
Cumberland as a garrison by Governor Sharpe. Dag- 
worthy asserted his right of precedence over the other 
colonial officers at that post He was supported by Gov- 
ernor Sharpe, who claimed the post as a Maryland fort, and 
subject to his jurisdiction and properly under the command 
of a Maryland officer ; while Governor Dinwiddie, of Vir- 
ginia, contended that it was a King's fort, and that Dag- 
worthy could not outrank the field officers of the Virginia 
regiment" 

"The affair was laid before General Braddock, who 
decided in favor of Dagworthy. After the defeat and death 
of General Braddock, the dispute was revived and Lieuten- 
ant Stephen of the Virginia forces was ordered by his 
government to see that none of the provisions sent thither 
by Virginia should be distributed to the Maryland or Caro- 
lina companies. But Dagworthy refused to permit any 
interference in his command, claiming to outrank Colonel 
Washington himself." 

McSherry, in a foot-note on page 137, says: "From 
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Sparks's ' Life and Writings of Washington/ vol. ii., where 
the letters relating to this dispute are collected, I have been 
unable to find any history of Sparks with these letters." 
But from the New York Colonial MSS., folio 60, I have 
been able to secure a copy of the " Warrant" settling the 
rank of provincial officers in North America. (L.S.) 
" Whereas by our warrant bearing date the twelfth day of 
Nov. 1754, in the 28th year of our Reign, We were pleased 
to declare, that all Troops serving by Commission signed 
by Kr, or by our General, Commanding in Chief in North 
America, shall take rank before all Troops which may serve 
by Commission from any of the Governors, Lieutenant or 
Deputy Governors, or Presidents for the time being of our 
Provinces in North America; and that the General and 
Field Officers of the Provincial Troops should have no 
Rank with the General and Field Officers, who serve by 
Commission from Us, But that all Captains and other 
Inferior Officers of Our Forces, who are or may be em- 
ployed in North America, are on Detachments, Court 
Martial, or other Duty, wherein they may be joined with 
Officers serving by Commission from the Governors, Lieu- 
tenant or Deputy Governors, or Presidents for the time 
being of the said Provinces to Command and take Post of 
the said Provincial Officers of the like Rank, though the 
Commission of the said Provincial Officers of the like 
Rank should be of Elder date. And whereas by another 
Warrant bearing date the twelfth day of May 1756, in the 
29th year of our Reign^ We were pleased further to declare, 
that all General and Field Officers serving by Commission 
from the Governors, Lieutenant or Deputy Governors, or 




MEMOIR OF BRJG.'GEN, JOHN DAGWORTHY, II 

Presidents of the Council, for the Time being, of our 
Provinces in North America, should take Rank as Eldest 
Captains on all Detachments, Court Martial, or other Duty 
wherein the said General and Field Officers may be em- 
ployed in North America, in Conjunction with our Regular 
Forces; And^ whereas, notwithstanding the Regulations 
above recited, Difficulties have arisen with regard to the 
Rank of the Provincial Officers, when acting in Conjunc- 
tion with our Regular Forces ; and. We, being willing to 
give due encouragement to Officers serving in our Provin- 
cial Troops, are hereby pleased to declare that it is our 
Will and Pleasure, that, for the future, all General Officers 
and Colonels serving by Commission from the Governors, 
Lieutenant or Deputy Governors, or Presidents of the Coun- 
cil, for the Time being, of our Provinces and Colonies in 
North America, shall, on all Detachments, Court Martial, or 
other Duty wherein they may be employed in Conjunction 
with our Regular Forces, take Rank next after all Colonels 
serving by Commissions, Signed by Us, though the Com- 
missions of such Provincial Generals and Colonels should 
be of Elder date. And, in like manner that all Lieutenant 
Colonels, Majors, Captains and other Inferior Officers 
serving by Commissions from the Governors, Lieutenant or 
Deputy Governors, or Presidents of the Council for the 
Time being of our said Provinces and Colonies in North 
America, shall on all Detachments, Court Martial, or other 
Duty wherein they may be employed in Conjunction with 
our Regular Forces, have Rank next after all Officers of 
the like Rank serving by Commissions, Signed by Us, or 
by our General Commander in Chief in North America, 
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though the Commissions of such Provincial Lieutenant 
Colonels, Majors, Captains, and other Inferior Officers 
should be of Elder date to those of like Rank signed by 
Us, or by our said General Given at our Court at St. 
James, the thirteenth day ef December, 1757, in the 31st 
year of our Reign. 

*' By his Majesty's Command, 

« Wm. Pitt." 

Sparks, page 72, says: '' Colonel Washington, with energy 
and promptness, determined, either to resign his commis- 
sionj as he had formerly done for a similar reason, or to 
have this difficulty of precedence of rank removed. As a 
last resort, it was proposed to refer the matter to General 
Shirley, now the Commander in Chief of his Majesty's 
armies in America." 

Bancroft, vol. iii., page 148, says : ** For the purpose of a 
personal appeal to Shirley, he (Washington) made a win- 
ter's journey to Boston, and Shirley sustained his claim." 

In March, 1756, he definitely settled the relative rank of 
the diflferent claimants. Dagworthy was reduced to the 
position of a provincial captain. 

While I am no iconoclast, and would not in the smallest 
particular wish to detract one iota from the greatness and 
glory of Washington, yet I have found myself gradually 
compelled to entertain views contrary to those which are 
commonly accepted by the historians of Washington, and 
to believe that General Braddock was right in his decision 
in recognizing Dagworthy as a ranking officer to Washing- 
ton, as shown by the Royal Warrant of King George II. 
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bearing date of November 12, 1754, and that Major-Gen- 
eral William Shirley, who had succeeded Braddock, erred 
in his decision given in March, 1756, and that the Royal 
Warrant sustaining Shirley's decision was not issued until 
May, 1756, and further supplemented December 13, 1757. 

Sparks, "Life of Washington," page 228, says: "The 
mission to General Shirley was entirely successful as to 
the question of rank." " A written order from the Com- 
mander-in-Chief, determined that Dagworthy was entitled 
to the rank of a Provincial Captain^ only, and, of course, 
must on all occasions give precedence to Colonel Washing- 
ton, as a Provincial Field Officer." " The latter was dis- 
appointed, however, in the hope of getting himself and his 
officers put upon the Regular Establishment, with Commis- 
sions from the King, and had to remain, subjected to 
mortifying questions of rank and etiquette, when serving 
in Company with Regular troops." 

And further, even if Dagworthy had commuted his com- 
mission as a captain in the British army, he was still a 
ranking officer to Washington by the right that Governor 
Horatio Sharpe, of Maryland (who was, previous to Brad- 
dock, the Commander-in-Chief of America), had to issue a 
Royal Commission under the Royal Warrant of that date. 
And, besides, the historians speak slightingly of Dagworthy 
as being in command of a company of only thirty men. 

In the " Colonial Records of Pennsylvania," vol. vi., page 
643, there is a letter from Governor Sharpe to Governor 
Morris, of Pennsylvania, under date of October 11, 1755, 
wherein he says that Captain Dagworthy was in command 
of the garrison, consisting of one hundred and thirty-seven 
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men, at Fort Cumberland, while Washington's command 
was but little more than two hundred (two hundred and 
thirty men, — " Minutes of Pennsylvania Council," vol. vii., 
folio 6oi). In volume vii. of the "Colonial Records of 
Pennsylvania," pages 6oi, 602, 632, and 633, are letters 
relative to Dagworthy's services, and some are by him, 
relative to the movements of the enemy. In 1756, Gov- 
ernor Sharpe erected Fort Frederick as a better protection 
to the settlers, and in August placed a garrison of two hun- 
dred men under the command of Lieutenant-Colonel Dag- 
worthy, while in September another levy, of one hundred 
men, was ordered to be incorporated with the battalion 
already under the command of Lieutenant-Colonel Dag- 
worthy at Fort Frederick. (McSherry, page 141.) Page 
145 says, " The forces of Maryland amounting to 500 men 
under Dagworthy held its frontier;" "and in 1758 Dag- 
worthy and his troops were ordered to join the expedition 
against Fort Duquesne as the quota of Maryland." " Some 
of Dagworthy's Maryland men were present at Major 
Grant's defeat, and by their bravery, with the Carolina 
troops, sustained the action." Lieutenant-Colonel Dag- 
worthy was present at the fall of Fort Duquesne, Novem- 
ber 25, 1758, henceforth to be known as Fort Pitt (now 
Pittsburg), in honor of the great Minister of England, after- 
wards Lord Chatham. 

" A garrison of 200 men drawn from the Pennsylvania, 
Maryland and Virginia troops was assigned for its defence." 
Sharff, in his *' History of Maryland," says, " Lieut.-Colonel 
Dagworthy was the first to bring the news of the fall of 
Fort Duquesne to Baltimore Town." 
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The capture of this fortress filled the colonies with joy. 
Governor Sharpe (by proclamation) appointed a day for 
public thanksgiving and praise; and the Assembly, to 
testify their gratitude to the brave men who had served 
from their State, appropriated fifteen hundred pounds to be 
distributed as a gratuity among them : to Lieutenant-Colo- 
nel Dagworthy, thirty pounds; to each captain, sixteen 
pounds ; to each lieutenant, twelve pounds ; to each ensign, 
nine pounds ; and non-commissioned ofHcers, six pounds ; 
and the remainder to be expended in the purchase of 
clothing and suitable necessaries, to be divided among the 
privates. And later, as a further testimonial to Dagworthy 
for his services, the Assembly of Maryland gave him pat- 
ents for a large tract of land in what was then Worcester 
County, Maryland, lying at the head of Pepper's Creek, 
which later, by the surveys of the boundary-line between 
Maryland and Delaware in 1767, was found to be in Dela- 
ware. 

In 1774, all of these tracts were resurveyed to him under 
Penn and called "Dagworthy's Conquest," containing, in 
the aggregate, twenty thousand three hundred and ninety- 
three acres. In 1774, October 24, he was commissioned by 
John Penn as a Justice for Sussex County (Record Book 
M, No. 12, page 18, Sussex Co., Del.). Afterwards, John 
McKinley, Esq., President and Commander-in-Chief of the 
Delaware State, commissioned him as a Justice in the 
County of Sussex, dated Wilmington, March 8, 1777 (Rec- 
ord Book, No. 13, page 382, Sussex Co.). In consequence 
of the territory acquired from Maryland by Delaware, a law 
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was enacted in 1774 that the Justice should ascertain the 
boundaries of the several ancient hundreds, and 

John Dagworthy, 

William Ellegood, Wiluam Holland, 

William Polk, and Jonathan Bell, 

were appointed commissioners to select freemen to conduct 
Elections for Inspectors and Assessors. (Laws of Dela- 
ware, 1797.) 

Dagworthy was appointed one of the Committee of Safety 
in Sussex County for the suppression of the Tory insurrec- 
tion, and in the " Minutes of Councils" for March, 1778, 
page 199, he is referred to as '' Brigadier Dagworthy," and 
on page 200 the following resolution was adopted by Coun- 
cil March 20, 1778, viz., Resolved ^ That the Council is fully 
convinced that some of the disaffected inhabitants of the 
County of Sussex have taken up arms, much to the terror 
of the good people of said County and to the encourage- 
ment of the British forces to land and make excursions 
there; therefore, Resolved^ That it is the opinion of this 
Council, that, for restoring peace and harmony in said 
County, the President of the State issue his orders immedi- 
ately to General Dagworthy, to disarm and take the ammu- 
nition from all the disaflfected inhabitants of the said County 
of Sussex. " Minutes of Council, page 390, records an 
obligation from John Jones for \QOo£, with John Dagworthy 
and Levin Derrickson, as securities, being a loan from the 
State for the encouragement and assistance in erecting salt 
works which from the records seem to have been a failure." 
October 9, 1776, Samuel Patterson wrote from Perth Am- 
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boy to George Reed : " George Parvis, our acting quarter- 
master, was Adjutant in Sussex to General Dagworthy's 
battalion." In May, a lot of ammunition and other muni- 
tions of war belonging to Maryland arrived in Indian River, 
and were taken in charge by Colonel Dagworthy and sent 
to Chestertown, Maryland, by land. In 1777, Thomas 
McKean wrote, " We made a promotion in the Militia by 
making Dagworthy, Brigadier." 

General Dagworthy built a capacious one-story house 
upon his lands in Dagsborough Hundred, Sussex County, 
which hundred and town were named after him. Here, sur- 
rounded by his family and a retinue of slaves, he dispensed 
a liberal hospitality to his many friends and admirers. He 
was honored and respected as a bold patriot and earnest, 
honest citizen, solicitous for the best interest of his State 
and the community in which he lived, and where he largely 
developed the varied industries of the county. From the 
location of his burial-place under the chancel of Prince 
George's Chapel, which he enlarged, it is believed that he 
enjoyed the love, confidence, and respect of the then leading 
denomination (the Church of England) in that part of the 
State, a denomination which he fostered, encouraged, and 
helped to maintain by liberal contributions during his event- 
ful life. Here, then, in an obscure corner of the southern 
border of Sussex County, lie buried the bones of a hero of 
three wars, a patriot, an honest, industrious citizen, whose 
memory is " unhonored and unsung." How forcibly does 
his biography recall the words of Shakespeare, — 

" We are such stuff as dreams are made of, 
And our little life is rounded with a sleep.*' 
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I have here a copy of his will made June i8, 1781, and 
offered for probate before Phillips KoUock — Register of 
Wills for Sussex County — May 24, 1784, in which he 
makes ample provision for his wife, Martha, and for his 
sisters : Elizabeth Clayton, Sarah De Hart, and Mary ; and 
for his nephews, James Mitchell, William Clayton Mitchell, 
Nathaniel Mitchell, and George Mitchell ; and for his niece, 
Abigail Bell. But he left no lawful issue. 

To his ward, Elizabeth Dagworthy Aydelott, whom he 
educated under the care of his sister Mary living at Trenton, 
he gives one-fourth part of the net profit arising from the 
carrying on of the estate with large reversionary rights; 
and commends her to the particular notice, care, and good 
advice of his wife, sisters, and executors ; as well to the 
management of her estate, as to her improvement and' 
education. 

Tradition says that she was a splendid Latin and Greek 
scholar and acted as tutor to her sons. '* She was married 
to William Hill Wells, who was bom in Pennsylvania about 
1760, died in Millsboro, Del, March 11, 1829. He en- 
gaged in Mercantile business in Dagsboro and Millsboro, 
and also practised law in Georgetown, but late in life 
moved to Dover. 

" He was chosen to the U. S. Senate to fill the unexpired 
term of Joshua Clayton, deceased, and served from February 
4, 1799, till May 6, 1804, when he resigned." 

" On the resignation of James A. Bayard, he was elected 
again, holding his seat from June 10, 18 13, to March 3, 
1817." 

(Appleton's American Biographical Dictionary.) 
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COPY OF THE LAST WILL AND TESTAMENT 

OF 

JOHN DAGWORTHY, DEC'D. 

In the name of God Amen, I, John Dagworthy of Sussex 
County in the Delaware State, being in perfect health and 
of sound mind memory and understanding do hereby make 
publish and declare this to be my last Will and testament 
in manner and form following to wit : 

First: I give devise and bequeath to my sister Sarah 
DeHart five hundred acres of land, to my sister Mary 
Dagworthy five hundred acres of land, to my nephew 
James Mitchell five hundred acres of land, to my nephew 
William Clayton Mitchell five hundred acres of land, to my 
nephew Nathaniel Mitchell five hundred acres of land, to 
my nephew George Mitchell one thousand acres of land, 
and to my niece Abigail Bell five hundred acres of land. 

hem : I will that so much of my land shall be sold to 
raise as much cash as will discharge all my just debts that 
I shall or may owe at the time of my decease, and also to 
raise one thousand Pounds to be paid in gold or silver 
money in Guineas at thirty-four shillings, and dollars at 
seven shillings and sixpence each, which thousand Pounds 
I do give to my wife Martha Dagworthy. 

Item : I do will that in case that the above named James 



20 MEMOIR OF BRIG. -GEN, JOHN DAG WORTHY. 

Mitchell, and Abigail Bell or either of them shall die with- 
out lawful heirs begotten of their bodies, then their lands as 
above mentioned shall become the right and property of 
the above named George Mitchell his heirs and assigns. 

Item : I do give and devise unto my beloved wife Martha 
Dagworthy, my Riding Chariot with three of my horses 
such as she shall choose as also three of my Negroes such 
as she shall choose. 

Item : I also give to my wife Martha Dagworthy during 
her natural life one half of all the net profits arising from 
my estate after paying the charges and expenses that may 
arise in the management of said Estate, provided always 
that what I have so given to my said wife as afsd, is and 
shall be in lew and full satisfaction of her Dower or Thirds 
of my Estate, and not otherwise. 

Item : I give and devise unto my sister Elizabeth Clayton 
during her natural life one fourth part of the net profits 
arising from my Estate after paying the charges and ex- 
penses that may arise in the management, etc, of said 
Estate. 

Item: I do give and devise unto Elizabeth Dagworthy 
Aydelott who is now under the care and direction of my 
sister Mary Dagworthy, who now lives at Trenton in New 
Jersey, during her natural life one fourth part of the net 
profit arising from my Estate after paying the charges and 
expenses that may arise in the management, etc, of said 
Estate. 

Item: I give and devise all the rest and residue and re- 
mainder of my Lands Tenements, Goods and Chatties 
whatsoever and wheresoever with Reversion of my wife 
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Martha Dagworthy's Dower or Moiety and all other An- 
nuites and bequests already mentioned or to be mentioned 
herein, that are not otherwise specified, unto the said 
Martha Dagworthy, Elizabeth Clayton, as well Lambert 
Cadwallader, Levin Derrickson and George Mitchell in 
TRUST to and for the use of such child or children, Male or 
Female as my said wife shall be delivered of during my life 
or may be pregnant at the time of my decease, and to be 
delivered of afterwards, if one child then to the use of such 
child and the heirs of his or her body lawfully to be be- 
gotten, or if more than one child, then for each child to 
have an equal part of the whole to be holden to each of 
them and the heirs of his or her body respectively, and for 
want of such issue then to Elizabeth Dagworthy Aydelott 
before mentioned and the heirs of her body lawfully to be 
begotten, and for the want of such issue then to my said 
nephew George Mitchell to him and his heirs. 

Item: I will and desire that my Executors hereinafter 
named or the survivor or survivors of them shall have the 
lands before mentioned that is devised and to be sold to be 
laid out and surveyed off and from the following tracts or 
parcels of Land (viz) one tract or parcel of land called and 
known by the name of Bashon containing one thousand acres 
of land be the same more or less, one other tract or parcel 
of land called and known by the name of timber land en- 
larged and adjoining the lands of Bashon containing and 
laid out for one thousand nine hundred and forty six acres 
of land be the same more or less and one other tract or 
parcel of land called Dennis Folly containing fifty acres 
of land be the same more or less, and what land more that 
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may be wanting is to be laid out of a tract of land called 
and known by the name of Dagworthys Conquest it being 
a resurvey made on two tracts of land the one called 
Pleasant Grove inlarged and the other called Wilder- 
ness, but not to be laid out from any part of the cypress 
SWAMP or any improved lands on such tract of land called 
Dagworthys Conquest but from such parts of said tract 
of land as the within named Executors shall think will 
least prejudice the carrying on the lumber and other busi- 
ness as it has been carried on. 

Item : I will and desire that James Mitchell Senr, should 
have such support or handsome maintenance out of my 
Estate as my nephew George Mitchell and the others of 
my Executors shall think to be sufficient and proper dur- 
ing his natural life. 

Item : It is my desire that no part of my Estate either 
real or personal shall be sold or disposed of otherwise than 
is already before mentioned, but to be used and occupied as 
it hath been heretofore and for the only use and benefit of 
the Estate. 

Item: And I do hereby recommend the above named 
Elizabeth Dagworthy Aydelott to the particular Notice, 
care and good advice of my said wife and sister Elizabeth 
Clayton and the rest of my Executors as well with respect 
to the management of her Estate as to her improvement 
and education. 

Lastly I do hereby revoke all other Wills and testaments 
heretofore by me made and published, declaring this only 
to be my Last Will and Testament 

In witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand and seal 
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> Jno. Dagworthy. [Seal,] 



the eighteenth day of June One thousand seven hundred 
and eighty one. 

Signed, Sealed Published^ 
and delivered by the above 
named John Dagworthy 
Esqr, as and for his last 
Will and testament in the 
presence of us who have 
hereunto subscribed our 
names as witnesses here- 
unto in the presence of the 
said Testator and in the 
presence of each other. 

Stephen Hill, 
Levin Hill, v 
Adam Black. J 

I, John Dagworthy in the County of Sussex and Dela- 
ware State do this twenty seventh day of July a.d. one 
thousand seven hundred and eighty two make and publish 
this my last Codicil to my last Will and Testament in 
manner following, That my nephew George Mitchell should 
have and enjoy what lands is left to James Mitchell as 
heretofore mentioned. I do hereby order and declare that 
no appraisement be made of my estate and that only a List 
be obtained by my Executors of my Real and Personal 
estate and of what nature or kind soever sufficiently authen- 
ticated by two freeholders of reputation without affixing 
any value thereto— As also that my Executors have full 
power to cut trees and timber for lumber for sale and for 
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the use of the place plantations or any part of the Estate 
they may think proper; and to have power to hire any 
overseer or overseers or any other workmen to carry on the 
farming business and that of making lumber in the Swamps 
at the mill or elsewhere. And lastly it is my desire that 
this present Codicil be annexed to and be part of my last 
Will and Testament to all intents and purposes. 

In witness whereof I have hereunto put my hand and 
seal the day and year above written. 

Sealed and delivered in the ^ 

presence of us 
Nancy Scudder, 
Peggy Stevens, 
Downing Howell Hendrin. 



^ Jno. Dagworthy. [Seal.] 



Sussex County, S.S. 

Memorandum this 22^th day of May, a.d. 1784 before me 
Phillips KoUock Register, &c. 

Minutes of the Provincial Council of Pennsylvania. 

(Vol. VII., folio 601.) 

A letter from Mr. William Trent, of Winchester, to Mr. 
William Cox, a merchant of Lancaster, Pennsylvania. 

" Winchester, June i6th, 1757. 

" Dear Sir : 

" By an Express arrived here last night, from Capt. Dag- 
worthy at Fort Cumberland, we learn that six Cherokees 
were arrived there who report that they lay about Fort Du- 
quesne some days, where they saw a large body of French 
and Indians, and a great number of Carriages & Horses. 
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That they were obliged to go a Distance from there in order 
to hunt, as they were afraid to shoot nigh the Fort, and 
could get Nothing to kill with their Bows and Arrows. 
After they had got some provisions they returned to the 
Fort, where they stayed till they see them set off, and 
dogged them till they crossed the Monongehela, at the 
place where General Braddock was defeated; then they 
sent off these Cherokees with the news, and the rest of the 
Party follow'd them, in order to send Intelligence, from 
Time to Time, of their motions. The Virginians in these 
parts have not above 230 soldiers." 

A letter to Governor Morris from Governor Sharpe, of 
Annapolis : 

« Annapolis, October nth, 1755. 

"Sir: ^ 

" Within a few days I have received several Letters by 
Express from Captain Dagworthy, who commands the Gar- 
rison consisting of 137 men at Fort Cumberland, and from 
some other people advising me that the Indians have since 
the first instant cut off a great many Families who lived 
near Fort Cumberland and on both sides of Powtowmack 
some miles eastward of the Fort It is supposed that near 
100 persons have been murthered or carried away Prisoners 
by these Barbarians, who have burnt the Houses and rav- 
aged all the Plantations in that part of the Country. Par- 
ties of the Enemy appear within sight of Fort Cumberland 
every day, and frequently in greater numbers than the Gar- 
rison consists of. As I presume 'twill not be long before 
these people pay a visit to your Borders, I take this oppor- 
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tunity of intimating what I think may be expected^ and 
am, 

" Sir, Your most humble & Obedient Servant, 

"HoRO Sharpe. 
" Governor Morris." 
(Colonial Records of Pennsylvania, vol. vi., 643.) 

A letter from Mr. William Trent to Mr. William Cox, 
dated the i6th instant, from Winchester : 

'< Winchester, June i6th, 1757. 

" Dear Sir : 

" By an Express arrived here last Night, from Capt Dag- 
worthy at Fort Cumberland, we learn that Six Cherokees 
were arrived there, who report that they lay about Fort 
Duquesne some days, where they saw a large Body of 
French and Indians, and a great Number of Carriages & 
Horses. That they were oblidged to go a Distance from 
there in order to hunt, as they were afraid to shoot nigh the 
Fort, and cou'd get Nothing to kill with their Bows and 
Arrows. 

'' In haste, I am, 

'' Dear Sir, Your most humble servant, 

" William Trent. 

*• To Mr. William Cox." 

(Vol. vii., page 601.) ^ 
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CRANE HOOK CHURCH. 



Careful readers of history well know how large has 
been the agency of religion in promoting the exploration 
and settlement of the New World by people from the Old. 
Indeed, it scarcely needs a critical student of history to dis- 
cover how essentially the aspirations, condition, and destiny 
of man in his general career are involved with and shaped 
by his religious convictions. 

One of the longest and certainly the bloodiest and most 
destructive of the world's conflicts — ^the great Thirty Years' 
War — ^had religion in some of its needs and aspects as its 
real origin, its professed object, and its sustaining cause. 
And, however humiliating the thought, however saddening 
the cruelties or monstrous the inconsistency that men 
should thus sacrifice the end to the means, that professing 
Christians should make war for Him who enjoined Peace, 
and butcher each other into compliance with the command 
not to kill; yet nothing, perhaps, than the prosecution of 
that exhaustive war with all its atrocities more effectually 
refutes the dishonoring pessimism which assumes that the 
average man is an ignoble self-seeker actuated only by 
selfish motives. Never did thought of self sway so little, 

3 
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perhaps, as with the actors on either side in that sanguinary 
struggle. No incentive to personal gain ; no fear of injus- 
tice within, nor danger of foes without the state ever 
induced such an outpouring of means, energies, and sacri- 
fices as the people there volunteered in the ardor of their 
religious devotion. What the law failed to exact, the peo- 
ple freely gave to support and carry on that pious contest. 
No cowardly evasion of duty or base gratification of pas- 
sion could avail against the dictates of conscience and noble 
fealty to faith. For ordinary purposes, the overtaxed sup- 
porters of government would have bitterly resisted the 
slightest additional impost; but for religious principle, to 
vindicate their cherished faith, the people cheerfully sad- 
dled themselves with fresh burdens, and for thirty weary 
years persevered in a struggle whose waste of life and 
treasure yet continues its direful effects after a lapse of 
two hundred and fifty years. 

With that great war at least one of the movements for 
emigration to America was deeply concerned. Indeed, the 
sad conflict had a direct, if not logical, connection with the 
origin of our own city of Wilmington. For it was Gus- 
tavus Adolphus, the great champion of the Reformation in 
that struggle, who organized the first Swedish expedition to 
the New World ; it was that prolonged war with its exact- 
ing demands that caused the postponement of the enter- 
prise; and it was the last request of the great king who 
was sacrificed in that war which impelled the resumption 
and active prosecution of the project for colonization to 
America^that resulted in starting the voyages from father- 
land to the Delaware, and finally brought the Swedish 
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immigrants to their rocky landing-place within the limits of 
Wilmington. 

It was in great measure the same religious fervor that 
impelled the several movements of people from Europe to 
the original colonization and settlement of the several sec- 
tions of our common country. The pious devotion of the 
Pilgrim fathers in New England ; the heroic zeal of the 
Jesuit missionaries in carrying the gospel to the heathen 
through the trackless wilds of the upper Mississippi ; the 
steadfast trust of the Quaker's "testimony" in suffering 
persecution in the Old World and returning good for evil 
in the New ; the stern persistence of the uncompromising 
Scotch-Irish in maintaining his faith in the barren strong- 
holds of the Atlantic mountain ranges ; the broad, just views 
of the enlightened Catholics of Maryland in their early 
religious toleration ; the honest solicitude of the English 
church to conserve its established rights against the grow- 
ing inroads of dissenters in Virginia and neighboring 
Southern territories ; the tested fealty and chivalrous zeal 
of the suffering Huguenots who fled to South Carolina; 
the steady-going Moravians and lesser sects and worship- 
ping societies who have usually been content to show their 
faith by their works in various parts of the country — ^all 
these, as well as the Swedish immigration^ were in divers 
ways and various degrees indebted to religious feeling for 
their inspiration and sustaining cause. 

But there was a difference. However common the end^ 
in the means employed for attaining it there was one broad 
and marked dissimilarity in the origin and impelling agen- 
cies in these several movements. For while some of them 
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were bom of religious intolerance and were prosecuted 
chiefly by refugees from persecution at home, others re- 
ceived the kindly encouragement and co-operation of the 
home government. To the latter class belonged the 
Swedish migration to the New World. Nay, it received 
not merely the friendly countenance and sympathetic aid 
of the home government ; it owed its very conception to 
the Swedish throne, which persevered in its purpose in the 
&ce of a constantly depleted treasury and a succession of 
obstacles. Against these serious practical hindrances, and 
in spite of the distractions and numberless disabilities caused 
by a great war, the enterprise owed its initiatory zeal and its 
persistent support almost wholly to the pious and enlight- 
ened home government A more religious monarch than 
Gustavus Adolphus, one more uniformly guided by re- 
ligious considerations in his state policy, never sat upon a 
European throne. In a large degree he deemed himself an 
instrument of Providence in furthering a divine reign upon 
earth ; and there was ever a loily consecration and a seer's 
fervent spirit in this great monarch that excited an admira- 
tion akin to awe among friends and foes alike. It was this 
that impelled him to leave his throne and plunge in person 
with his small army, against such fearful odds, into the 
fortunes of the Thirty Years' War ; and it was this as a 
primary incentive that caused his persistent devotion to the 
Swedish colonization in America. In enumerating its pur- 
poses in his first proclamation, the king states his hopes, " if 
God gives luck, that it certainly will tend to the honor of 
His holy name, to our state's prosperity, and to our sub- 
jects' improvement and benefit :" while in introducing the 
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second charter, with its thirty-seven articles, the king solicits 
the generous support of the people, among other reasons, 
**for the spread of the Holy Gospel, and through com- 
mercial intercourse the hope of bringing the Indians to a 
better civil state and to the truth of the Christian reli- 
gion." 

The untimely death of the king did not frustrate his 
plans, but simply committed their execution to his great 
minister, Oxenstiern, an enlightened and masterly states- 
man in full sympathy with his king's aspirations, who was 
all the more intent upon consummating them from the 
mute pathos of the great monarch's unfinished purposes, 
and the now undivided responsibility he felt for pushing 
them to completion. King Adolphus, in his desperate 
struggle for the very existence of Protestantism in Europe, 
had felt the greater urgency for providing an asylum for 
the rights of conscience in the free domain of the New 
World. From that virgin field his attention was not 
diverted by the engrossing events in which he acted a 
dominant part. "They did but enlarge his views," says 
the historian Bancroft; and he now, but a few days be- 
fore his death on the field of Lutzen, recommended the 
colonizing enterprise to the people of Germany, which 
he reurged later as a dying request to his own country- 
men. Accordingly, in spite of continued requisitions from 
the wasting war, preparations were resumed with new 
vigor; and in order that the religious needs of the col- 
onists should be promptly cared for, one of the earliest 
of Sweden's ten expeditions to the Delaware carried a 
clergyman provided with books of devotion and all 
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churchly appointments for worship ; and on the spot where 
they first landed to settle, and within the same enclosure 
that embraced their first structure for occupation and de- 
fence, they built their first edifice for worship. In that 
little chapel in Fort Christina, built on the rocks within the 
present limits of this city, the first Swedish clergyman — 
the Rev. Reorus Torkillus — conducted the first Christian 
services ever held on the shores of the old South or Dela- 
ware river or bay. 

This pioneer rector was born in West Gothland, Sweden, 
in the year 1608, and came to Christina with the second 
expedition, which arrived in 1640. He took a wife from 
among his own parishioners in the New World, setting an 
example at the outset of a sacred and promising mission 
which was generally followed by his clerical successors. 
But the pious career thus auspiciously begun was destined 
to short life. Torkillus was taken sick on the 23d of Feb- 
ruary, 1643, and died on the 7th of September of the same 
year, at the early age of thirty-five, leaving one child. He 
was probably buried in the old church-yard near the south 
end of the present edifice. We are not informed whether 
the deceased rector was succeeded by another appointee to 
continue services in the chapel in Fort Christina. But as 
this was as yet the only place of worship, it is probable that 
the Swedes here continued their services, perhaps by the 
lay reading of psalms and sermons, at least until supplied 
with another minister and church. It is certain that in 
Governor Beekman's time, prior to the English conquest in 
1664, Andreas Hudde, who had been the Dutch commander 
at Fort Nassau (Gloucester), officiated as clerk in the church 
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at Christina for a time, under Rev. Mr. Lock, who was then 
the only Swedish clergyman in the country. 

The second Swedish church was erected, three years 
later, on Tennakong, or Tinicum Island, in the year 1646, 
and there the Rev. John Campanius, who conducted the 
ceremonies attending its consecration, also laid out a grave- 
jrard, in which the first interment was made on the 28th of 
September, 1646. This second church on the Delaware 
was built under the auspices of the celebrated Governor 
Printz, who arrived in February, 1643, after a memorable 
voyage of perilous storms and divers delays, which termi- 
nated, "by God's grace," in one hundred and fifty days. 
The continued prominence given to the religious purposes 
of these Swedish expeditions is shown by the instructions 
given to Governor Printz by the Swedish government, 
which, among the first of the twenty-eight articles, require 
him " to promote by the most zealous endeavors a sincere 
piety in all respects toward Almighty God, to maintain the 
public worship conformably to the rights and doctrines of 
the national church, to support a proper ecclesiastical disci- 
pline, to urge instruction and virtuous education among the 
young,*' etc.; while he is urged to persist in the peaceful 
policy of the Swedes toward the Indians by promptly re- 
newing and confirming the old treaty by which they had 
conveyed to the Swedes the western shore of the Dela- 
ware; and, while always recognizing the natives as the 
rightful owners of the country, he was to treat them in the 
most equitable and humane manner, and to accomplish, as 
far as practicable, their conversion to Christianity and their 
adoption of the manners and customs of civilized life. 
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In furtherance of this peaceful policy toward the Indians, 
this distinguished clergyman, Rev. John Campanius, who 
came with Governor Printz, specially devoted his labors to 
the instruction and conversion of the natives ; to which end 
he zealously applied himself to the prompt acquisition of 
their language. He began the translation of Luther's 
shorter catechism in 1646, which was probably the very 
first work of translation into the Indian language in America, 
as the first Indian translation by John Eliot, the New Eng- 
land missionary, was not published till 1664. And, more- 
over, as Campanius, during the three years prior to his work 
of translation in 1646, had actively labored with the Indians, 
and, while exchanging friendly visits with them, had always 
taken care to teach them the rudimentary ideas of the 
Christian religion, the Swedes may claim the honor of hav- 
ing sent the first of Christian missionaries among the natives 
of America, while Eliot held his first service among them 
on the 28th of October, 1646. The Rev. Campanius, in 1648, 
returned to Sweden, where he completed his translation of 
the catechism, which was printed in Stockholm, in the In- 
dian and Swedish languages, in 1696, a copy of which is in 
the library of the American Philosophical Society. In this 
celebrated work a notable deviation may be found in the 
Lord's Prayer, which, instead of the usual words " give us 
this day our daily bread," etc., reads '' give us this day a 
plentiful supply of venison and corn," thus better suiting the 
comprehension of the Indian mind. 

Following Rev. John Campanius, but during the admin- 
istration of Governor Printz, which terminated the latter 
part of 1653, there arrived two Swedish clergymen, the Rev. 
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Laurentius Laers, or Lokinius, commonly known as Pastor 
Lock, and Rev. Israel Holgh. The latter, after a short stay, 
returned to Sweden, while Pastor Lock, who was probably 
Campanius's successor, lived a long and active life as minister 
in different churches, and died in the year 1688. We will 
see more of him hereafter. 

Following these arrivals, there came to succeed Grovernor 
Printz Commissary and Counsellor Johan Claudii Rising, 
who arrived in May, 1654, in company with Lindstrom, the 
military engineer, and various officers and soldiers. With 
them came two clergymen, the Rev. Mathias Nicolai Ner- 
tunius and Rev. Mr. Petrus Laurentii Hjort. The latter, 
whom Rising described as " both temporally and spiritually 
a poor parson," took charge of the congregation at the cap- 
tured Fort Trinity (New Castle). But both left the country 
with Rising upon his surrender of Fort Christina in Sep- 
tember, 1655. 

With the invading expedition compelling this surrender 
of Fort Christina in 1655 there came a Rev. Mr. Megapo- 
lensis as chaplain of Stuyvesant's forces ; but as he came in 
the service of the enemy, and probably returned with some 
of them, it is likely that the Swedes experienced few or none 
of his friendly ministrations. 

After the surrender of Fort Christina, but before the news 
of it had reached Europe, a Swedish vessel, the Mercurius^ 
arrived in the Delaware, bringing the Rev. Mr. Mathias, a 
Swedish minister, who remained about two years and then 
returned to Sweden. 

With the undyked marshes, exposing rank vegetation 
with each fall of the tide, there was increasing tendency to 
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fever; and great sickness, with attending destitution, afflicted 
the Christina settlers during the years 1657 and 1658, when, 
to stay its effects, a " fast, prayer, and thank" day was offi- 
cially observed on the 13th of March, 1658, while, to the 
same end, the Rev. Mr. Welius, on the day following, 
preached a sermon at Altona (Fort Christina) at the request 
of the fort commissary.* 

On the 1 8th of March, 1662, it was ordered that a fast 
and prayer day be thereafter kept quarterly, notice of which 
was to be given by tolling the bell of the fort. 

On the 24th of July, 1663, the Rev. Abelius Zetscoven 
received a call from the Swedish congregation; but the Rev. 
Laers or Pastor Lock so strongly opposed his preaching, 
that the commissioners were obliged to threaten him with a 
protest before he would allow the new minister to preach 
on Whit-Sunday. This minister, the Rev. Abelius Zets- 
coven, gave his sermon at Tinicum Church on the last 
Monday of Pentecost, at the request of the Swedish com- 
missioners. They desired to engage him also as a school- 
master at the same salary as that paid to the Rev. Mr. 
Lock, but the people of New Amstel (New Castle), where 
he had been employed, would not dismiss him; and he 
never had charge of any congregation in the South or 
Delaware River as a regularly ordained minister. 

These embrace all the names of clergymen and refer- 
ences to church services, mentioned in chronological order, 
that I have been able to glean from the old court records, 
clerical authorities, or other available sources, from the 

* This Rey. Mr. Welius died the following year, 1659. 
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landing of the Swedes in 1638 to about the year 1667. 
Down to this date all action looking to religious ends seems 
to have contemplated only the supply of Swedish needs, 
and in the interest of the Swedish Lutheran Church. In- 
deed, it may be mentioned as a remarkable fact that the 
provision for church supplies and management of religious 
af!airs were then wholly in Swedish hands, while the con- 
duct of business and the means for its daily transaction 
were as exclusively by Dutch money and measures, which 
indeed continued for many years later. The Dutch during 
their rule built no churches or otherwise supplied the 
religious needs of their colonists on the Delaware. Nor 
did the Swedes, with their earlier and longer supremacy, 
do business with Swedish currency or according to Swedish 
standards of value or measurement Or at least there is no 
evidence of it in old records or by tradition. The contrast 
is not so much a difference between the two peoples as one 
between two methods and aims animating the two powers 
behind the respective nationalities. The Dutch were 
traders sent by a company whose object was wholly com- 
mercial. The Swedes were wholly agriculturalists, aided 
by a pious home government whose purpose was largely 
religious propagation. 

Such had been the situation prior to the operation of 
causes which were now ripe for change. During the 
twenty-nine years since the landing of the Swedes in 1638 
the government had twice changed hands, first by the 
Dutch conquest of the Swedes at Fort Christina in 1655,^ 
and then by the English conquest of the Dutch in 1664. 
The three years of English rule had as yet eflected little 
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noticeable change of speech or customs among the two 
subject nationalities; but during the prior nine years of 
Dutch supremacy there had been such modification and 
intermingling of the languages of the conquerors and 
conquered that the Swedish and Dutch settlers were daily 
coming to a better understanding of each other. Originally 
from the same Teutonic family stock, the languages of the 
two nations were never greatly dissimilar: their govern- 
ments at home had long stood upon a footing of fair neigh- 
borly comity; they held much commercial intercourse and 
had much in common in industrial tendencies, and more in 
religious &ith and social usages. With the decline of the 
old Dutch trading company, its Dutch dependents on the 
Delaware had resorted to farming upon their own re- 
sources, and the settlers from the two nations being thus 
thrown into nearer connection, upon a common footing, 
with common aspirations, were not long in reaching a com- 
mon recognition of each other. This was followed by 
closer social intercourse, which led to intermarriages, which 
through fiimily relationships completed the various ties, 
cementing their union as one people with a common 
destiny. 

Here, then, was a widened opportunity with the incentive 
of combined in lieu of divided resources. The opportunity 
was improved, and the result was the erection of the church 
at Crane Hook. Built for the joint accommodation, and 
with the combined means of Dutch and Swedish worship- 
pers, its site was chosen in almost the exact available centre 
of the surrounding communities for whom it was designed. 
The edifice stood nearly midway between the Dutch resi- 
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dents at New Castle and below and the several Swedish 
settlements beginning at Christina and extending along the 
creeks flowing from the west and north beyond; while, 
although nominally further from settlers on the east side 
of the Delaware, the church was practically as near them by 
reason of the easier water transit, at that time almost the 
sole way of travel prior to the construction of inland roads 
and bridges. 

It will thus be seen that the little log church at Crane 
Hook supplied a wide circuit of worshippers, embracing 
residents on the easterly shore south of Raccoon Creek 
with those on Penn*s Neck and the region toward Salem, 
and including the entire westerly shore below the neighbor- 
hood of Chester. And notwithstanding the fast fusing unity 
of the two nationalities, with so many communities whose 
intermingling tongues were yet in various stages of transi- 
tion, it may be imagined that the task of a single preacher 
in making himself understood by all the congregation was 
not an easy one, as it presumably required a curious con- 
glomeration of Swedish and Dutch idioms, with an occa- 
sional English word or phrase as a sort of compromising 
cement and preparation for absorption into that compelling 
language which vaunts its growing universality as the des- 
tined speech of the modern world. 

These are the peculiar circumstances which lend signifi- 
cant interest to this Crane Hook Church. Its character and 
construction mark a definable stage in the softening of 
national prejudices and the merging of racial elements of 
our composite population. This growing community of in- 
terests is exhibited at once in the commingling of the Ian- 



1 6 CRANE HOOK CHURCH, 

guageSy sympathies, and habits of the two peoples ; in the 
combination of appliances for a common worship ; in the 
selection of a central church site, as far as practicable, for 
the equal accommodation of all concerned ; and it is indi- 
cated even in the name of the selected site, which has suc- 
cessively undergone the changeful appellations derived from 
three different languages. It was first called Trane Udden, 
from the two Swedish words trana, crane, and udden^ point 
or cape. " Hook," as here applied, although little used or 
known in modern speech, has a common derivation in the 
sense of " angle" in the several family branches of our com- 
mon English tongue. Its orthography, under the Dutch 
supremacy, held firm sway variously as hoek and hoeck, 
the whole word being spelled " Kraenhoek." But all prior 
designations, like the prior rule of other nationalities, in due 
time yielded to the dominating English ; hence the Crane 
Hook as we know it to-day. 

It would be interesting to know all the minute circum- 
stances which preceded and attended the construction of 
Crane Hook Church, — ^to learn just those particulars which 
in the case of our existing old Stone Church have proved 
so attractive to the revering descendants of its builders, — 
the influences leading to the initiatory steps, the collection 
of the requisite means, the selection of the site, the progress 
of the work, the hopes, fears, delays concerning it, and the 
final completion of the humble edifice. But, unfortunately, 
the accessible facts touching the ancient structure are very 
meagfre. The church records prior to those left by Rev. 
Mr. Bjork are far less complete than his careful details, and 
have never been translated, while a diligent search among 
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the papers at home and in the archives of the Pennsylvania 
Historical Society has added but little to our scanty infor- 
mation. 

Crane Hook Church was built about the close of 1666 
or beginning of 1667. It was constructed of logs, which 
rested upon large rocks serving as comer-stones and sup- 
porting the edifice above the ground. This much we 
know : we know the site upon which it stood. But beyond 
these simple facts, and the further fact that the building 
served as an adequate place of worship for about thirty-two 
years, little can be ascertained. 

Nicholas Collin, in his notes on the '' Memoirs of Min- 
ister Rudman," among the records at Wicaco, as quoted by 
Benjamin Ferris, states, in referring to the early Swedes, 
that " their mild virtues also changed their former foes, the 
Dutch, into friends, so that they became members of their 
church. This happened the more easily as the Hollanders 
had no clergyman nor church of their own. They were of 
the Reformed Protestant communion, — not very different 
from the Lutheran. Their respective languages are in a 
great measure congenial ; and thus, when a great many of 
the Dutch families had joined in the Swedish worship, a 
small church was built at Crane Hook, about one and a 
half miles from the fort, on the south side of the creek, 
being convenient for the Dutch at New Castle." 

Acrelius, in his " History of New Sweden," says : " The 
church at Christina usually held its services in Christina 
fort; but for greater convenience a small wooden church 
was, in 1667, erected at Tranhook, at the distance of one- 
fourth of a Swedish mile from the fort on the creek : this 
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was more suitable for the Hollanders who dwelt at Sand- 
hook" (New Castle). 

Such are the brief references to Crane Hook Church; 
writers invariably assuming its existence without mention 
of any prior facts relating to its construction. Yet for 
thirty years the edifice subserved all purposes as the centre 
of all the lower or Christina settlements of church at- 
tendants. 

Coming after the chapel at Fort Christina and the church 
on Tinicum Island, Crane Hook was the third church on 
the Delaware. The fourth was at Wicaco, the old block- 
house having been fitted up for temporary use, and which 
gave place to the brick structure built there in the year 
1700, which still stands as a memento of the pious zeal of 
the early Swedes, being but two years the junior of our 
own venerable edifice in Wilmington. It is proper here 
to state that, according to Acrelius, at an early date there 
stood on Sandhook (New Castle) a small wooden church 
for a while, but without regular attendance. 

During the thirty-two years of its existence as a place 
of worship, religious services were conducted in Crane Hook 
Church by three regularly ordained ministers. These were 
Reverends Laurentius Lokinius or Pastor Lock, Jacobus 
Fabritius and Eric Bjork. The first, Pastor Lock, came to 
America during the administration of Governor Printz 
about or before the year 1653, and first officiated in the 
church on Tinicum Island as successor to Rev. John Cam- 
panius. For many years this Pastor Lock was a prominent 
actor in river affairs, sacred and secular, his name frequently 
occurring in various attitudes in the law records of the 
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time. He was for several years the only minister serving 
the diflferent congregations on the entire river, — ^a state of 
affairs from which he was himself one of the first sufferers. 
For when he had the misfortune to be deserted by an 
eloping wife and sought another to supply her place, he 
found it easier to find a willing companion than to make her 
his wife, from the lack of a clergyman to perform the wed- 
ding ceremony. And when from the necessities of his 
large household the urgency tempted him to perform his 
own ceremony in marrying himself to his proposed bride, 
who was but seventeen years old, his offence caused his 
suspension from the ministry for a time. But his sufferings 
did not end here. For when, in search of evidence against 
the wife-stealer, he broke open the renegade's trunk, the 
poor man as a punishment was made to pay all the debts 
the absconder had left behind ; a travesty of justice rarely 
excelled in the jurisprudence of any age or country. Pastor 
Lock had moreover in the people's behalf more than once 
condemned the extortions of an odious government, by 
which he incurred the suspicion of having aided a prepos- 
terous movement known as the " Long Finn Rebellion," 
which alarmed the country in 1669, and for which he earned 
the contemptuous censure of the governor in New York. 
After long and varied service Pastor Lock became afflicted 
with lameness, and according to Acrelius '' his old age was 
burthened with many troubles," from which he was relieved 
by death in 1688. 

Rev. Jacobus Fabritius, the second pastor at Crane Hook 
Church, was equally .celebrated as an active participant in 
both religious and general affairs on the Delaware, where 
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his name frequently appears in the reports of both church 
and legal proceedings. But the somewhat contradictory 
records render uncertain the date and duration of his min- 
isterial services at Crane Hook Church. From the often 
repeated statement that he was called directly from New 
York and preached his first sermon at the Wicaco Church 
in the year 1677, it has been inferred that that occasion 
marked his first appearance on the Delaware; but the 
records distinctly show that he had been among the lower 
congregation here in a presumably clerical capacity at least 
five years previously. He was a Dutchman, and his first 
arrival in America was at New York on the 20th of Feb- 
ruary, 1669; and for the two years following he ministered 
to the Lutherans there, apparently amid much dissension, 
when, in July, 1671, his New York congregation expressed 
the desire '' to have nothing further to do with him/' and 
appointed a person to settle his accounts. Thereupon 
Fabritius asked leave to give his valedictory, and the fol- 
lowing year he appeared on the Delaware. A petition from 
the Lutherans on the Delaware, with fourteen signatures 
appended on behalf of the whole congregations concerned, 
dated June i, 1675, refers to a former petition with a docu- 
ment dated the loth of December, 1672, whereby they 
divided the river into two parishes, so that all above Ver- 
drietige Hook (Edgemoor) should be under the pastorate 
of Rev. Mr. Laers (Pastor Lock), and all below Verdrietige 
Hook under the pastorate of Magister Fabritius ; and they 
humbly requested the governor to confirm the desired 
division and "also their Mag' Jakobus Fabricius." This 
was presented as from '' the churches of Swaenewyck and 
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Kraenhoek ;" but it was followed in August by a remon- 
strance from a few of the Swedes and Finns belonging to 
Crane Hook Church against the acceptance of Fabritius as 
their minister on the ground that neither they nor their 
wives and children could understand him. No further 
action is shown respecting this particular matter ; and, as 
Fabritius was a month later wholly suspended from exer- 
cising his function as a minister or preaching anywhere 
within the government, we are left in doubt as to the extent 
or continuance of his earliest ministerial services on the 
Delaware. The alleged cause of his suspension from the 
ministry was his violent and lawless conduct during a bitter 
contest respecting the labor and taxation for dyking certain 
marshes near New Castle. The opposing parties seem to 
have assembled in Crane Hook Church, where Fabritius 
vigorously protested against the scheme, and the angry 
contestants were led into a disturbance, for which the pastor 
and an accomplice were promptly arrested. A vigorous 
opponent of the project and resulting taxation having been 
seized by the authorities, the Magister earnestly denounced 
the unjust proceedings, loudly declaring that if the arrested 
man, who had done no wrong, must go to prison, he, too, 
would go ; and was taken at his word. 

It is probable that in the early lack of places for public 
assemblies. Crane Hook Church had before been used for 
meetings of citizens ; and this may not have been the first 
time its walls resounded with the noises of wrangling as 
well as with the sounds of worship. 

Readers of these old records are unavoidably impressed 
with much of the reported conduct of these colonial minis- 
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ters as discreditable and derogatory to their calling. But it 
should be remembered that the statements come from 
unfriendly reporters giving one side of debatable subjects, 
often distorted by national prejudices. Nor should it be 
forgotten that these clergymen had cast their lot with the 
common people engaged in a common struggle with the 
forces of nature, wherein it was difficult to consult the mere 
proprieties of life. In close sympathy with their parishion- 
ers in all their trials and hardships, these ministers were in 
no condition to pose in dignified seclusion as models of 
clerical decorum : their frontier necessities did not admit of 
it. An impartial scrutiny of their conduct reveals no 
crime or actual immorality, and, if they were sometimes 
carried beyond prudence or propriety in the heat of con- 
troversy, it was not an unpardonable offence. Indeed, it 
may well be doubted whether it was not to the credit of 
Pastor Lock that he resented the petty arrogance of the 
government at the risk of promoting rebellion, or whether 
Minister Fabritius did not evince a loyal faith to conviction 
in offering to share imprisonment with the man he tliought 
wronged. Both pastors probably deserved the reverent 
affection their respective congregations expressed for them. 
The practical government of these river territories was 
then a species of paternal despotism. Under the supreme 
and irresponsible rule of the Duke of York, it was adminis- 
tered by an executive "commander" and seven justices of 
the peace, of whom any four constituted a court of judica- 
ture. They were appointed by the duke*s governor in 
New York, and their offices and acts were alike dependent 
upon his will. Under such control their powers seemed 
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without limit, ranging over the whole scope of colonial 
afiairs, temporal, spiritual, and mixed. They ordered the 
construction of dykes and roads ; they undertook to medi- 
ate in household troubles and neighborhood scandals. 
They established churches and enforced payment to the 
ministers ; they required church-wardens to test and secure 
just standards of measurement ; they ordered the repair of 
private grist-mills ; they cared for the provisioning of inden- 
tured children at the expiration of their domestic terms ; 
they ordered the stoppage of vessels sailing above &vored 
New Castle ; and in at least one instance they permitted an 
inhabitant of Crane Hook to continue living there with two 
wives, on the ground that both Dutch and English pre- 
cedents could be found for such indulgence. 

After the early service of Magister Fabritius at Crane 
Hook Church, as before stated, this gentleman was called 
in 1677 to Wicaco, where he served the congregation, 
probably without interruption, until August, 1684, at least, 
and perhaps longer. It is not known at what time he 
returned from Wicaco to Crane Hook Church, but he con- 
tinued to officiate in the latter until his growing blindness 
prevented uninterupted service, when it was opened and 
closed at intervals of months at a time. Mr. Fabritius died 
in 1693 ; and with the earlier death in 1688 of Pastor Lock 
with his prior disabilities all the river churches were desti- 
tute of ministers for several years prior to the arrival of the 
missionaries sent from Sweden, when Rev. Eric Bjork con- 
ducted his first divine service in Crane Hook Church on 
the iith of July, 1697. This zealous rector at once entered 
upon the work of erecting the now existing stone edifice 
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familiarly known as the " Old Swedes' Church ; " but he 
meanwhile continued services for nearly two years longer 
in Crane Hook Church, wherein the last divine service was 
held on the fourth Sunday after Easter in the year 1699, 
while the dedication services in the new church took place 
on Trinity Sunday of the same year. Until the completion 
of this now ancient structure, Crane Hook Church served 
the purposes of the fast growing Swedish parishioners, but, 
owing to a like growth and for greater convenience of the 
Dutch, they had partially formed a separate congregation at 
Swanwyke on the easterly side of New Castle, to which 
end they had taken steps to secure land for a church site, 
grave-yard, and glebe in 1678, and by 1683 they had dis- 
solved religious partnership with the Swedes at Crane 
Hook and built a church of their own, as is shown by a 
letter written in the latter year by William Penn stating 
that the Dutch had a meeting-place for religious worship at 
New Castle. 

The same increase of population in due time led to the 
erection of churches on the easterly side of the river, event- 
ually causing the then new and now old Swedes' Church 
to serve the needs of the more immediately surrounding 
settlements only. 

Reference has been made to the predominant and con- 
tinued use of Dutch money and measurements in the busi- 
ness affairs of the olden time. Indeed, both the tenacity of 
old customs and transition to the new are curiously illus- 
trated in the reported transactions of business and other 
affairs. It was something like ten years after the English 
conquest in 1664 before the names of English currency 
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appear at all in the old records, and for twenty-five years 
after the English gained control the guilders and styvers of 
the conquered Dutch continued to be more designated in 
business transactions than the pounds, shillings, and pence 
of their conquerors. Progress, indeed, in business, re- 
ligious or national unity was not wholly uninterrupted, 
but rather with reflex waves, which mark, if they do not 
quicken, the general advance, as was seen in the retrograde 
motion of a few Swedish church members who were slow 
in comprehending Dutch followed by closer union in re- 
ligious and social matters. The unification was inevitable, 
however hindered ; and in the different stages of transition 
among the varied nationalities not only all the different 
kinds of money from the different home governments, in- 
cluding the wampum of the Indians, but beaver-skins, schip- 
ples of wheat, pounds of tobacco, and other commodities 
were used as business currency, not unfrequently all of 
them being combined in a single transaction, while the 
different kinds as agreed upon to be paid were invariably 
enumerated and specified in the written contract. 

Perhaps an average exhibit, within a small space, of 
those primitive transactions relating to court, church, and 
currency affairs will be afforded by a single document, 
which I here present from the old records in its original 
orthography and phraseology : 

Appeared before the august court at New Castle, " Elice 
the wife of Orle Torson dec* shewing by Petition that 
Jacobus Fabritius heretofore did borrow of her husband 
the sum of seventy and seven gilders of the money then 
belonging, to y* church att Swanwyke, as also that there 
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was yett a small parcell of wampum in her hands of y* s^ 
Churchy defsiring (sence those of y* Church of Crainhoek 
do demand itt) that this court would order her, to whom 
she should deliver the s*^ wampum, as alfsoe who shall Re- 
ceive y' money bake of s'* fabritius Ordered that the 

wampum as also the debt of fabritius bee Received by this 
church of New Castle as the nearest to itt Those of y* 
Crainhoek haveing already Received a good part thereof." 

The Jacobus Fabritius here mentioned was the rector 
before referred to as having officiated in Crane Hook 
Church at various times between the years 1672 and 1677, 
when he was called as the regular pastor at the Block 
House church at Wicaco. After his service at that place, 
probably in 1684 or 1685, he again served Crane Hook 
Church, where he relieved Pastor Lock, who had become 
helplessly lame and otherwise disabled. Mr. Fabritius had 
begun to lose his eyesight about the year 1682, and his in- 
creasing blindness interrupted his services, and finally com- 
pelled his retirement in 1691, when Charles Springer, who 
had before aided the pastor at times, continued partial 
public worship by reading prayers, psalms, and homilies for 
the remaining six years until the arrival of Rev. Eric Bjork 
and his fellow-missionaries in 1697. 

After the abandonment of Crane Hook Church in 1699, 
most of the neighboring glebe land, being inconvenient for 
the use of the minister of the new church at Christina, was 
soon after sold, and the old log structure was in time de- 
molished and removed excepting the large supporting 
stones, some of which continued to mark the site down to a 
time within the memory of the writer of these lines. Part 
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of the site and yard was afterwards occupied by an orchard, 
but was still used for a time as a burial-place for poor people. 

The orchard trees are now all gone ; the supporting side 
and comer-stones have disappeared; the majestic button- 
wood, which long stretched its protecting arms over the 
rustic structure, died many years ago, leaving its lifeless 
trunk to mark the spot, which, at last, is indicated only by 
the fast decaying stump of the historic tree. Thus has 
passed away a cherished house of worship, replete with ten- 
der interest and value as a transitional waymark in the 
progress of those ancestral peoples whose life and works 
were the formative material of the later citizenship of our 
common country. 

Crane Hook Church stood upon a beautiful bank of fast- 
land near the river shore, with gently undulating fields on 
the one hand and the bright and majestic Delaware on the 
other. To its rustic cupola the old bell, which had long 
done varied service in Fort Christina, was removed for a 
new lease of melodious life ; and it is a pleasing fancy to 
recall its tones pealing over the virgin fields and through 
the echoing forests in mellow summons to its primitive 
worshippers. It is not difficult to imagine the assembled 
congregation exchanging neighborly greetings under the 
lofty buttonwood at the church-door prior to the service or 
lingering in its grateful shade in friendly chat at its close. 
Under the leafy protection of this noble tree the edifice must 
have been a notable object from the river, as were the ar- 
riving boat-loads of people in their varied costumes a pic- 
turesque spectacle from the shore. No marshy deposit 
then separated the fastland shore from the outer depths of 
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the river, and as the approaching worshippers glided over 
its tranquil surface to the grassy ascent to the church, they 
must have been soothed with gladdening suggestions of the 
Psalmist's words, '' He maketh me to lie down in green 
pastures : he leadeth me beside the still waters." Perhaps 
even one may not exaggerate the kindly agency which such 
a picture, with that of the fragrant meads, the singing birds, 
and the benign sky arching the coupled peace of land and 
water, may have exerted on a sweet summer Sabbath in at- 
tuning the simple-hearted attendants to worshipful thoughts 
of the merciful Father above all. 

Should a spot thus full alike of sacred associations and 
historic significance be suffered to fade from the memory of 
men ? For myself, while I may be deemed a victim to the 
morbid retrospection belonging to growing years, I am not 
ashamed to confess my growing affection for these dear old 
relics ; and there was almost a personal element in the feel- 
ing with which I long continued to scan the horizon for a 
sight of the guarding old buttonwood pathetically lifting its 
bare, dead limbs as in plaintive appeal against extinction. 
And when, upon its final disappearance, I, some months 
ago, hastened to the spot after a long absence, it was with 
something of the anxiety with which I would have hastened 
to the bedside of a dying friend, as it was with something 
of heart-felt relief that I found, from the glad sight of the 
old tree-stump, that it was not yet too late to repair the 
mischiefs of neglect. 
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An American lady in England, soon after the War of 
1812, was discussing with an Englishman the merits of the 
opposing sides. The Englishman was somewhat more 
brusque than gallant, and insisted that the lady's compa- 
triots did not fight fairly, like brave men, but, on the con- 
trary, gained their advantages over the English by fighting 
from behind trees and stumps, like the Indians, — to which 
unfair criticism she retorted most effectually by asking if 
there were any trees and stumps in Lake Champlain. 

When I received the kind invitation of this Society to 
speak to-night, I thought it might be of interest to you as 
Delawareans if I should lay before you a few facts and 
traditions of Commodore Macdonough, — the hero of Lake 
Champlain, — a Delawarean by birth and ancestry, and one 
of the most interesting characters in American history. 

A NATIVE OF DELAWARE. 

He was born at the little village that now bears his name 
— then and even sometimes now called "The Trappe" — 
two days before Christmas, 1783. 

His father and grandfather had owned the farm upon 
which he was bom, and there the first few years of his life 
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were spent. There was laid the foundation of the health, 
deliberation, confidence, and courage that enabled him to 
so perform each duty that came to him in life as quickly to 
bring him the honor and distinction that crowned his after 
years. 

He entered the navy as a midshipman about his seven- 
teenth year, having (as one of the newspapers of the early 
days said) caught the "soldier's flame" from his brother 
James Macdonough. 

The latter had entered the navy a few years before, and 
was with Captain Truxton on the Constellation in our diffi- 
culties of those times with France. The report of the 
battle with LInsurgenie, in which, as is well known, the 
Americans were victorious, states that of the latter only 
one was killed and two wounded. It was in this battle of 
February i8, 1799, that James Macdonough lost one of his 
legs, and he was therefore one of the only three Americans 
who suffered by that engagement. 

At the time his brother was thus disabled in the service 
of his country the future hero of Champlain was a clerk in 
the little cross-roads town of Middletown, now the centre of 
a thriving community, then but sparsely settled. A gentle- 
man now in his fifth score of years, who knew the town back 
in the twenties, pointed out to me the spot where Thomas 
Macdonough must have served his apprenticeship as a clerk. 

macdonough's boyhood. 

There were four Macdonough brothers in the generation 
in which we are interested, and a few men are still living in 
the old neighborhood whose fathers grew up with them. 
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They were full of life and spirit, fond of practical jokes, 
and considered by some of their neighbors a little wild. 
Many stories are still current, with the oldest present gen- 
eration, of the Macdonough boys, and one in regard to 
James well illustrates their character. 

After his retirement from the navy he lived at Odessa, 
then Cantweirs Bridge, and in going to Middletown one 
evening he heard that the housekeeper at the old Meldrom 
farm was sick. It was usual in those days to hand the 
undertaker a stick the length it was desired a coffin 
should be, and so James cut and carried to the undertaker 
the necessary stick, and said the old housekeeper had just 
died^ and he must without fail have a coffin at the house at 
an early hour the next morning. The undertaker's asser- 
tion that to furnish the coffin on such short notice would 
necessitate his working all night, did not dissuade Mac- 
donough from insisting upon his demand. The work was 
done, and early the next morning the undertaker was back- 
ing his coffin up to the door when the intended occupant 
herself appeared upon the threshold, having recovered from 
a severe attack of colic, which at the time she thought 
most serious. When, in answer to her inquiry, she was 
told it had been ordered for her, her anger exceeded her 
horror, and she drove the grewsome cargo from her door. 
The angry undertaker, smarting under the joke that had 
been played upon him, went on to Macdonough's home in 
Odessa, unloaded the coffin at his door and demanded his 
pay. This he received, and the coffin stood for years in 
one corner of the house, a receptacle for good cheer and 
hospitality. 
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Thomas Macdonough's first experience in naval warfare 
was during our difficulty with Tripoli. He would have 
been among the captured on the PhUadelpJtia except that 
the commander left him behind on naval duty at Gibraltar. 
He was taken from there by Captain Decatur, then in com- 
mand of the Enterprise, and upon reaching the seat of war 
discovered his fortunate escape. Then it was his brave 
captain, with the hesitating consent of Commodore Preble 
(then in command of the American squadron), undertook 
the destruction of the Philadelphia in the harbor of Tripoli. 

HIS BRILLIANT CONDUCT. 

Decatur called for seventy volunteers for the perilous un- 
dertaking, and among them was young Macdonough. They 
proceeded cautiously into the very jaws of death, and De- 
catur and his young midshipman were among the first to 
board the Philadelphia and overpower the enemies in charge. 
Almost the whole Tripolitan navy were in close proximity 
to the Philadelphia, and the commotion in the harbor when 
the rash warriors were discovered seemed to foretell their 
certain death. Decatur at first thought he would stay on 
the Philadelphia and fight it out, but afterwards concluded 
to set fire to the ship and endeavor to retire. This, miracu- 
lous as it seems, he succeeded in doing with scarcely the 
loss of a man. For the midshipman's bravery on this occa- 
sion he was promoted, and the stuflf this Delaware boy was 
made of developed to the satisfaction of his superiors at the 
first test. 

Until within very recent years the family of his nephew 
in Delaware had a great brass-barrelled gun which, it was 
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said, their uncle had snatched from one of the guards as he 
mounted the deck of the Philadelphia on that memorable 
night of February i6, 1804. 

The courage, the daring, the heroism of the Americans 
in this contest, overcoming at times such odds as three to 
one, and ever manifesting a willingness to sacrifice them- 
selves for each other, was a fit school in which to train 
the young midshipman for the greater contests he was 
destined afterwards to enter and pass through with such 
distinction. 

HE WAS LOVED BY HIS MEN. 

This spirit of courage and self-sacrifice is well illustrated 
by the action of a seaman who had been severely wounded. 
When Decatur, then in mortal combat with the leader of 
the enemy, was about to receive his death-blow from be- 
hind, this seaman, whose arms were useless, threw his body 
between the assailant and his commander and received a 
sabre-cut upon his head that fractured his skull and left 
him for dead upon the deck. He had saved his com- 
mander, and, although himself severely wounded, subse- 
quently recovered, to enjoy for years the recollection of his 
bravery. No wonder the Tripolitans thought and said the 
Americans seemed more than mortal in combat, and that 
the greatest commanders and rulers of the world com- 
mended their prowess and courage. 

It was a spirit such as this that ruled Macdonough's life. 
It could not have been born full-fledged in him and his 
companions, but had grown through two or three genera- 
tions of men and women who had met oppression with 
determined resistance, and who counted life and property 
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as nothing against their personal rights and the liberty of 
their consciences. James Macdonough, the grandfather, 
had early in the seventeenth century left the home of his 
ancestors to endure the hardships and privations of the 
New World in order that he and his children should enjoy 
the blessings of liberty and equality; and his father, Dr. 
Thomas Macdonough, was an officer in the Revolutionary 
army under the brave Haslet who fell at the head of his 
regiment, at the battle of Princeton in 1777, defending 
those rights. His grandfather died an old man in 1792; the 
father, a comparatively young man, in 179S, after seeing 
the Revolution a success and the independence of his 
country assured, subsequently sat as one of the judges of 
the courts of his native State, honored and respected. 

Men in those days, from the very necessities of the times, 
were taught to think of others before they did of them- 
selves and to offer their own lives, if need be, upon the 
altar of self-sacrifice. Their ideas- were not, how can I best 
take care of my own interests, but rather — what shall I do 
to best preserve the liberties of my country and the gen- 
eral welfare of those who are to come after me. It was 
by the side of such men as Haslet and Kirkwood that the 
father of Commodore Macdonough fought in those stirring 
times. 

Kirkwood was born almost in sight of the Macdonough 
homestead, and fought with savage bravery through thirty- 
three battles of the Revolutionary war. His record is a 
brilliant one and will repay consideration. 

It was among these men, and with this ancestry and sur- 
rounded by these influences, that the spirit of the young 



MEMOIR OF COMMODORE THOMAS MACDONOUGH. 9 

midshipman was born and developed, and here were laid 
the foundations upon which were afterwards reared those 
qualities of mind and heart which entitle this country boy 
to the place he subsequently obtained in American history. 

THE BRITISH FLEET CAPTURED. 

It required all this to make the man for the hour that 
struck on September 11, 18 14. That hour was one of 
great moment to the liberty and independence of the civil- 
ized world, and the man of that hour, young in years 
though he was, felt and recognized the fact that he was but 
an instrument in the hands of the Ruler of all nations. 
Knowing that the British had not only experience but also 
numbers and equipment upon their side, he bowed with his 
men before the action commenced and committed their 
cause to that Power greater than man or men. Rising 
with renewed courage and the determination to do what- 
ever the duty of the moment called for, he said to his men : 
" They are superior to us in force, but by the blessing of 
God we will conquer them." 

The result, as you know, was the capture of the entire 
British fleet, which, one of his admirers has said, was the 
second instance of the kind in the history of the world. 
The record of that great battle shows that Macdonough 
has well been called the Hero of Lake Champlain. He 
knew nothing but to do or die. When all the guns on one 
side of his flagship Saratoga had been silenced, he swung 
her around and brought her other side into action. 

Twice was he knocked senseless and picked up for dead, 
but each time revived quickly and stood himself sighting 
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his favorite gun with terrible effect. One incident in this 
desperate contest against odds which brought renewed 
courage to Macdonough and his men was when a shot 
from the enemy's ship released some chickens from con- 
finement and a rooster flew to the rail, and, in his excite- 
ment, crowed lustily. It was accepted as a sure omen 
of victory, and brought fresh strength to many an arm 
and heart. 

Another son of Delaware, whose name should raise a 
feeling of applause in the hearts of us all, has left us the ac- 
count of an eye-witness to this battle and of his visit to the 
Saratoga afterwards. Said Mr. Clayton : " I was told by 
Mr. Phelps, a Senator from Vermont, that he was a boy 
living on his father's farm near the banks of Lake Cham- 
plain when Macdonough's action of 1814 with the British 
occurred. That after the English had surrendered and the 
action had ceased, he took a boat and went off to the flag- 
ship Saratoga that he might say he had seen Macdonough. 
When he had climbed up on deck he found it slippery with 
blood and almost covered with the wounded and the dead. 
That he saw a man walking back and forth rapidly on the 
quarter-deck, his cap pulled down nearly over his eyes, and 
his face and hands almost black with powder and smoke, 
and upon asking a seaman who that man was, he said, 
* That's Commodore Macdonough.* " 

HIS LATER LIFE. 

At this time Macdonough was but thirty-one years old, 
and eleven years afterwards, on the loth of November, 
1825, he died, at the age of forty-two, of pulmonary con- 
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sumption, while in the command of the American squadron 
in the Mediterranean. 

He had married a lady of Middletown, Connecticut, and 
there he made his home, and his children were born, most 
of whom had died in infancy. He has, however, one son 
now living in the city of New York, and a grandson living 
in Boston. Numerous relatives of the family still live in 
Delaware. 

His remains were brought back to this country, and a 
monument with appropriate inscriptions attests the resting- 
place of his body in the Riverside Cemetery at Middletown, 
Connecticut. 

My quest for relics of this famous man in the neighbor- 
hood where his boyhood was spent brought to light an old 
portrait of him which had been stowed away in a garret 
until it was beyond repair. 

It has been pronounced as originally of excellent work- 
manship, and there is little doubt it was presented by him 
to his sister, Mrs. Roberts, after his return from a Mediter- 
ranean voyage, about the beginning of this century. It 
shows a young man of square, firm face, clear blue eyes, 
auburn hair, and of a most pleasing appearance. You 
have no doubt, as you look into his face, that he would 
never turn from what he conceived to be his duty. 

SEARCHING FOR MEMENTOS. 

On the same occasion I learned, by the purest accident, 
of an old house in Middletown that had an almost inacces- 
sible attic above the garret, and that here, some eleven years 
before, my informant had seen an old hair trunk with about 
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an hundred letters in it from Macdonough to a lady well 
known in those early days. 

The house was. still owned by her descendants, and, 
although surprised at this information, they were willing to 
give me access to the loft. With the use of an axe and 
candle I made my way into a fog of cobwebs only to find 
the trunk gone. I searched back among all the tenants of 
the past eleven years, and at last fixed the liability upon the 
one who had taken the trunk and destroyed what he thought 
was trash, and this only two or three years before. 

These letters, written likely from all parts of the world, 
had lain secure in this almost safe retreat for more than 
eighty years, and just as they were about to be appreciated 
had been destroyed. 

My disappointment may be imagined. When I thought 
I was so close upon what would probably give me a fuller 
insight into the character of this interesting man than any- 
thing else could do, the information seemed to just elude 
my grasp. 

As a small boy I myself was intimately acquainted with 
an aged lady of lovely appearance and character, who in 
her early days had been at least the intimate friend of Com- 
modore Macdonough. It is commonly reported in her 
family that they were engaged. It is known, however, that 
they visited at the same time at the house of Chancellor 
Johns in New Castle after the return of Commodore Mac- 
donough from a voyage to the Mediterranean. 

It was then currently reported he was engaged to an 
Italian lady, and that thereafter the Delaware lady sup- 
pressed all her feelings that bordered upon anything warmer 



MEMOIR OF COMMODORE THOMAS MACDONOUGH, 1 3 

than friendship. Before his return again to his native State, 
she had engaged herself to marry another man. It is 
known that he called upon her, and after a long interview 
the prospect of any closer relations was at an end. It is 
undoubtedly true that the relations above mentioned very 
nearly ripened into marriage, and if it had done so the 
subject of this sketch could not have obtained a lovelier 
bride. 

If such had been the case, Macdonough would in all 
probability have died a native of the State of Delaware, and 
his children would still have been identified with the in- 
terests of the community whom their forefathers for three 
generations had been so valiant in protecting. 

The last visit of Macdonough to the State of Delaware 
was probably a few years before his death, and after he had 
become celebrated as a naval hero. 

About three years ago I inquired of another lady of ad- 
vanced age, who had lived in the vicinity of and been con- 
nected with the Macdonough family by marriage, if she had 
ever seen the Commodore, and was informed that as a girl 
she had dined with him on the Derrickson farm, near Mac- 
donough. This must have been during the last ten years 
of his life, and it was probably the last time he ever set foot 
upon the soil of Delaware. 

Ebeling, in giving an account of Delaware in his history, 
printed in Hamburg in 1799 and recently translated, says : 
" Its size, its position, its natural condition, everything des- 
ignates it as meant to play only a subordinate part in the 
Union." Compare this with the assertions of a writer of 
many years later, who says : 
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" No State in the Union has produced as many eminent 
patriots and statesmen, in proportion to its population, as 
Delaware; and a large proportion of its clergymen have 
risen to eminence. Delaware furnished five thousand offi- 
cers and soldiers during the American Revolution, of whom 
but one out of a hundred ever returned." 

Run your mind back over the names of those men who 
were leaders during the Revolutionary war and in the 
important moments in our Nation's history since, and then 
conclude your comparison between these two statements 
and decide which is correct. 

Among the numerous famous men whom Delaware has 
produced, few of them surpass the man in whom we are 
now interested, either in courage, daring, character, or 
ability. 

The family burying-ground is upon the old homestead, 
and the tombs within the walled enclosure mark the graves 
of Macdonough*s ancestors. The bricks are beginning to 
crumble and the stone copings to fall from their places. A 
graceful walnut tree casts its shadows over the remains of 
those resting there, and intensifies the quiet peacefulness of 
the spot in whose vicinity Macdonough learned to control 
his own spirit and to bring it in subjection to the duty the 
hour dictated. 
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On the sixteenth day of November, 
1782, the veterRH Delaware battalion 
of the Continental Line, under Cap- 
tain William McKennan, — who in the 
closing days of the Revolutionary 
War had relieved its brave but dis- 
abled commander. Major Robert 
Kirkwood, the successor of Hall, 
Pope, and Vaughan, — in obedience 
to orders previously received to hold 
itself in readiness to march home from the southward 
in the Carolinas, started on its last long and wearisome 
journey of over seven hundred miles. Leaving its head- 
quarters on the Ashley River, where it then lay encamped, 
and taking up its march via Camden, Salisbury, and Peters- 
burg, it crossed the James River at Carter's Ferry, pushed 

Nora. — The above illniDation of the Cincinnati iiuigoia is from a photo- 
graph of the eagle presented by General Lafayette to Surgeon Jamet Tillon, 
the Brst President of the Delaware Society, and which is now in the posses- 
■i<m of fail eldest representative. Colonel M'Lane Ulton, U. S. Marine Corps. 
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on through Maryland, and in exactly two months after 
the date of its departure from the main Southern army 
(January 17, 1783), it finally arrived — and with what feel- 
ings can be only imagined, not described — at Christiana 
Creek, near New Castle, in its native State. 

Here the battalion rendezvoused until October of the 
same )rear, when it was permanently disbanded; Captain 
McKennan, then in command, being appointed to settle 
and adjust the accounts of the officers and men of the bat- 
talion with the United States Auditor, as also 

" to itsae both certificates for past services as weU as land wanants to the 
indiyidnals claiming, or their attorneys for them, which duty he performed 
to the general satisfaction.*' * 

Ramsey, in his " History of the United States," f says, — 

*'This Delaware regiment was reckoned the most efficient in the ConU- 
nental army. It went into active service soon after the commencement of 
the contest with Great Britain and served through the whole of it. Courting 
danger wherever it was to be encountered, frequently foiming part of a vic- 
torious army, but oftener the companions of their countrymen in the gloom 
of disaster, the Delawares fought at Brooklyn, at Trenton and at Princeton, 
at Brandywine and at Germantown, at Guilford and at Eutaw, until at length, 
reduced to a handful of brave men, they concluded their services with the 
war in the glorious termination of the Southern campaign. • • ." 

Gates and Greene, Lee, Williams, and De Kalb had all 
borne testimony, as eye-witnesses, to the heroism of the 
Delaware line. 



* See Governor Caleb P. Bennett's " Histoiy of the Delaware 
Pom. Mog. of Hist, and Bitg., VoL DC., No. 4 (188$) ; also '« NUcs' Reg- 
ister," September a, 1S43. 
fVoL I., p. 209. 
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It was impossible that its memory should be easily 
forgotten, or that the ties formed in its long and arduous 
service should be readily sundered. Accordingly, when 
the moment for separation arrived, steps were taken for 
the formation of a branch of the Society of the Cincin- 
nati in accordance with the recommendation made by the 
General Society, instituted at Newburg, on the banks of 
the Hudson, May 13, 1783, and as had been already 
done by many of the remaining thirteen States. 

The object of the institution of the Cincinnati, formed 
by the officers of the American army at the close of the 
Revolution, and, in the words of the original Institution, — 

*'to perpetaate as well the remembrance of this vast event, as the mntual 
friendships which have been formed under the pressure of a common 
danger and in many instances cemented by the blood of the parties;" — 

as well as the steps which led to its formation, are so 
well known and have been so often told, as to require 
here no repetition. 

It suffices merely to state that, following the example 
already set by the officers in other States, and preceding 
the final disbandment of the Delaware line at New Cas- 
tle, its officers, with others, met at Wilmington, and on 
the fourth day of July, 1783, formed a State Society, 
or, to use the quaint, old style of the period and the 
original title of the State, the "Delaware State Society 
of the Cincinnati."* An organization was effected, officers 
elected, and in the month following the disbandment of 

* Original records of the Society. See also Scharfs « Hist. Delaware," 
Vol. I., p. 266. 
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the battalion under the command of Captain McKennan, 
at New Castle, a circular letter was addressed to the 
General and other State Societies, notifying them of the 
preceding facts as well as addressing them on the then 
condition of the Union. 

This letter is not only interesting but valuable as being 
among the first recorded authoritative acts of the Society, 
and for this reason is cited in full with its accompanying 
letter of transmittal to the Connecticut State Society.* 

<< Delaware State, November 6th, 1783. 
" Sir ! 

<< Enclosed with this, I transmit yon a letter from the Delaware State 

Society of the Cincinnati and have to request yon to lay it before your 

Society at their next meeting. 

"I am. Sir, with respect, 

"Your Most Hum. Servant, 

W. McKennan, Secretary, 

<'The Secretary of Connecticut State Society of the Cincinnati.*' 

"Delaware State, November 6th, 1783. 
" Gentlemen : 

"Agreeably to those rules of the Cincinnati, which enjoin an annual 
correspondence of the State Societies, the Delaware State Society have now 
the pleasure to address you. 

* Proceedings of General Society of the Cincinnati, 1784; also Minutes 
of N. Y. Sute Society for February 3, and of Conn. State Society for 
December 17, 1784, before which latter Society the circular letter (having 
been previously acknowledged on March 30) was then read at this first 
meeting of the Connecticut Society. The original letter is now in the 
archives of the Connecticut Historical Society at Hartford, with which 
body the records of the Connecticut Gncinnati were deposited, after its 
io-called dissolution in 1804, by the Secretary, Lieutenant John Mix, "for 
safe keeping." 



SOCIETY OF THE CINCINNATI. II 

** The success with which the Society is likely to be established in every 
Sttte, affords as a sensible pleasure. The attack, or rather the compliment 
paid us by the learned Qissms, we hope, will have no other effect than 
to excite us to laudable ambition, to engage our attention to maxims of 
prudence and to contribute in establishing us in those republican principles 
of Tirtue, honor, and honesty which we hope will ever be the more dis* 
tittguishing badges of the Cincinnati. 

"The union of the States affords an ample field for discussion, but we 
are confined to the compass of a letter. We know, that the misfortunes 
and destruction of confederacies flow not from usurpation, but from discord 
and disunion; and that it is the advice of our best politicians, at this 
critical juncture, to brace the bonds of our Union. That bond, which we 
think most immediately to be regarded, is the peace establishment, as 
pointed out in General Washington's letter. The ablest civilians assure 
us, the confederation is not defective in this respect, and we consider our 
political union as very deeply interested in the support of this measure. 

"The Delaware State has complied with the requisitions of Congress, 
for paying the interest, and gradually sinking the principal of the public 
debt; and when the other States shall have agreed to this righteous 
measure, we hope, public credit will be restored, and that nothing will be 
wanting to make the whole community happy. 

" The officers of this State Society, chosen on the 4th of July last, are 

" Doctor James Tilton, President. 

" Major John Pattbn, Vue-Presideni. 

"Captn. William McKsnnan, Secretary , 

"Lieutt Edward Roche, Treasurer. 

M (I Stephen McWilliam, As^t Treasurer, 

"By order of the Society, 
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The complete Roll of the Society at this time bore the 
names of thirty-seven (37) officers of the Delaware and 
Pennsylvania lines and Continental staff, or their repre- 
sentatives. They are recorded as follows (the signatures 
being given as written): 



DOLLABS. NaMB. 


Ramx. 


75. 


{David) D. Hall, 


Colonel. 


60. 


{Joseph) J. Vaughan, 


Lieut-Col. 


50. 


John Patten, 


Major. 


40. 


Robert Kirkwood, 


Maj. by Brv't 


40. 


James Moore, 


« « 


40. 


John Learmonth, 


« a 


40. 


Peter Jaquett, 


Captain. 


40. 


Wm. McKennan, 


li 


40. 


George Purvis, 


ti 





William Adams, 






Son of Captain Nathan Adams, who was k. 


40. 


Harry Duff, 


Captain. 


30. 


{John Vance) John V. Hyatt, 


Lieutenant. 


30. 


James Campbell, 


u 


30. 


{Caleb Prew) Caleb P. Bennett, 


a 


30. 


Joseph Hosman, 


it 


30. 


Charles Kidd, 


u 


30. 


Edward Roche, 


u 


30. 


Thomas Anderson, 


u 





Joseph Haslet, 






Eldest son of Colonel John 


Haslet, who was i. 


30. 


Stephen McWilliam, 


Lieutenant. 


30. 


John Piatt, 


« 


60. 


{Reuben) R. Gilder, 


Surgeon. 
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DOUAKS, 


Namb. 


Rank. 


90. 


James Tilton, 


Hosp'l Surg'n. 


60. 


Chas. Pope, 


late Lt-Col. 


40. 


Allen McT^ane, 


Captain. 


60. 


George Monro, 


Surg'n 6 V. R. 


30. 


{JosepK) Josh, Driskill, 


Lieutenant 


60. 


James Jones, 


Surg'n 4 P. R. 


90. 


^ Henry Latimer, 


Hosp'l Surg'n. 


40. 


Enoch Anderson, 


late Captain. 


40. 


Joseph Anderson, 


Maj.byBrev't 





William Anderson, 


Ensign. 


SO- 


David Kirkpatrick, 


Capt Lieut 


SO. 


^ Nathaniel Twining, 


late Lieuten't. 


90. 


Ebenezer Augustus . 


Smith, Hosp'l Surg'n. 


40. {Daniel Jenifer) Daniel J. Adams, 


late Major. 


40. 


Nathaniel Mitchell, 


Major.* 



Many other names of surviving officers of the Delaware 
line are missing from the above roll, some by reason of lack 
of eligibility, from not 
having served the requi- 
site time, and a number 
probably not approving 
of the institution of the 
Order, as was also the case in other States. Such, for in- 




*Thi8 list is from original parchment roll of the Delaware State Society. 
On a list in the possession of the General Society, dated 1788, there are 
slight variations in one or two of the names, as is also the case in memoran- 
dum made by the Hon. Hamilton fish, President-General, in the Records of 
the New York State Society, and in list copied (in 1846) by the then secre- 
tazy of the Pennsylvania Society, and in possession of the latter to-day. 
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Stance, are the names of Lieutenant Edward Armstrong, 

Lieutenant - Colonel 
Gunning Bedford, Cap- 
tain John Corse, Lieu- 
tenant Daniel Powell 
Cox, Captain Henry 
Darby, Major Thomas 
Macdonough, Ensign 
Benjamin McLane, 
Captain Paul Queen- 
ault, Lieutenant Elijah 
Skillington, Lieutenant 
John Vaughan, Captain 
John Willson, and 
others.* 

At a meeting of the 
Society held a few 
months later (February, 1784), the minutes, as well as the 
daily papers of the time,t in addition to recording "the 
election of the following gentlemen as officers of the Dela- 
ware State Society of the Cincinnati for the present year" 
(the list being the same as already given in the circular 
letter), add the additional information that 

" Dr. Tilton and Major James Moore were also appointed 
delegates to attend the first General Meeting of the Cincin- 




-i^-M. 




* See Hdtman's '< List of Officers of Delaware Line at close of Revolu- 
tionary War," p. 472; also Scharfs "Hist. Delaware," VoL I., and White- 
ley's " Hist. Delaware Rerolntionary Soldiers," 1875. 

fSee Freeman's "Journal and N. A. Intelligencer," Phila., Pa., March 3, 
1784. 
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nati at Philadelphia, on Tuesday, May 4, of the same 
year/* At this meeting these delegates voted, with the 
others present, for the adoption of the proposed ''Amended" 
Institution of the Society, but which was never finally rati- 
fied by all the States, and resulted in the original Institu- 
tion of 1783 remaining in force to the present day. Dr. 
Tilton represented Delaware on the committee appointed at 
this meeting to make the revision proposed. 

On the second day of the meeting (May 5), the mem- 
bers of the several States having been requested by General 
Washington, the President-General, to declare the ideas 
which prevailed in their States in regard to the Institution 
(it having been, as is well known, the subject of fierce at- 
tack by its opponents since its foundation the previous 
year), we find it stated in the proceedings that ''Doctor 
Tilton for Delaware informed the Society that the principal, 
and indeed the only, enemies of the Cincinnati were among 
the class of people denominated Tories." * 

The circular letter already alluded to of the Delaware 
State Society of the Cincinnati, dated November 6, 1783, 
was also presented at this meeting by General Knox, the 
former Secretary-General, and read by the Secretary pro 
tem.f 

The next meeting of the Society was held at Wilming- 
ton on July 4, 1785, at which the same officers as of the 
preceding year were re-elected. The additional record of 
the proceedings is as follows : " The Order of Cincinnati 

* Winthrop Saz^ent's "Journal of Cincinnati General Meeting, 17S4." 
" Penn. Hist. Soc'y Pnb.," Vol. VI., p. 80. 

t Proceedings of General Society of the Cincinnati, 1784. 
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being convened at this place (the 4th July, 1785), the 
anniversary of the Independence of America, a dinner was 
prepared for them at Captain OTlinn's tavern,* and a num- 
ber of the steady friends of the American Revolution 
being invited to dine on the occasion, the day was spent 
with the utmost festivity and good order. At the dinner- 
time the following toasts, enlivened by the firing of 
cannon from the beautiful eminence of this borough, were 
drank: 

1. May the annivenaxy of this day forever rejoice the sens of America. 

2. The United States of America. 

3. His most Christian Majesty. 
4* The United Netherlands. 

5. The Delaware State. 

6. General Washing^ton. 

7. May Congress be vested with fiiU and efficient powers to complete the 

happiness of America. 

8. May the principles of Republican freedom universally flourish. 

9. The glorious memory of those heroes who fell in vindication of the 

American Revolution. 
la Immortality to the Sons of Cincinnati. 
II. May the virtues of the illustrious farmer be as weU grounded as his 

ploughshare. 

* This tavern, named at different periods the « Sign of the Ship," the 
^ Happy Retreat/' and still later the « Lafayette/' stood at the southeast cor- 
ner of Market and Third Streets till 1835. Patrick O'Flinn, who had been a 
captain of militia during the Revolution, was the proprietor of the place when 
known as the « Happy Retreat" from 1789 till his death in 18 18, and in such 
latter capacity had entertained at different times, when passing through Wil- 
mington, Washington, Jefferson, John Adams and wife, Louis Philippe, Aaron 
Burr, Commodore Perry, and other distinguished guests. As seen, it was a 
favorite meeting-place of the Delaware Society of the Cincinnati. 
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12. May the sons and daughters of Columbia join to transmit to latest ages 

this day's birthright. 

13. Success to the trade and commerce of Wilmington." * 

In 1786 the Society met at New Castle, the final rendez- 
vous and the place of disbandment of the Delaware line. 
The record is as follows: "New Castle, July 4, 1786, the 
Society of the Cincinnati of the State of Delaware met at 
this place and elected the following gentlemen officers for 
the current year : 

" President^ Doctor James Tilton. 

" Vice-President, Major John Patten. 

" Secretary^ Captain William McKennan. 

" Treasurer^ Captain Edward Roche. 

** Assistant Treasurer^ Major James Moore. 

" Doctor James Tilton, Major James Moore, Major Na- 
thaniel Mitchell, Major Daniel Jenifer Adams and Captain 
William McKennan were elected delegates to the General 
Meeting of the Society at Philadelphia, on May 7, 1787." 
It may be added here that this is the only time that we 
find the full number of delegates required, representing the 
State Society at the General Meetings. 

At this meeting, Delaware had the honor of having one 
of its delegates — Dr. James Tilton — ^appointed on a com- 
mittee of three, " to prepare rules and regulations for con- 
ducting the business of the General Meeting." These 
rules, reported by the committee a couple of days later, 
were unanimously agreed to by the General Society.f It 

* See, also, Penna. Packet^ Phila., July 8, 1785, Penna, Journal and 
Weekly Adt^fr^ and Penna. Evening Herald, Phila., July 9, 1785. 
f Proceedings of General Society of the Cincinnati, 1787. 
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was also at this meeting that the committee appointed " to 
fix and report the quota of each State Society according to 
its membership, to operate as a rule for all apportionments 
which it may be necessary to make in the course of this 
meeting," reported the rule for Delaware to be in the pro- 
portion of 15 to 1000 parts; the ratio varying from 172, as 
a maximum for Virginia, to 11, as a minimum for Georgia.* 
The record continues: "The day was afterwards spent 
in festivity with a number of gentlemen of the town and 
country, when the following toasts were drank : 

1. The United States. 

2. The Delaware State. 

3. General Washington. 

4. The President of this State. 

5. May this anniversary be ever marked with joy, as its birth was with 

glory. 

6. The allies of America in the time of her glorious trouble. 

7. The memory of our brethren who fell in the struggle. 

8. May the supporters of the Independence of America be ever united 

in the basis of republican principles. 

9. Encouragement and success to the agrictdture, manufactories, and 

commerce of America. 
10. May liberality of sentiment, benevolence, charity, and good-will to 

all mankind ever pervade the minds of Americans and influence 

their conduct. 
XI. Those ladies who have ever countenanced and encouraged the authors 

and supporters of American Independence. 
Z2. May the liberties of America be propagated to the latest generations. 
13. The memory of Qncinnatus; may his sons ever perpetuate his spirit 

with his name."! 

* Proceedings of General Society of the Cincinnati, 1787. 
f See, also, Penna, Packet, Phila., July 7, and Penna, Evening Herald^ 
PhUa., July 8, 1786. 
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We find no record of any State meeting in 1787, though 
probably one was held as usual on the national anniversary 
and the same officers continued in office, but in the follow- 
ing year (1788) the Society met again at Wilmington, 
which, indeed, with few exceptions, seems now to have 
been the principal meeting-place of the Society during the 
entire remainder of its existence. 

Of this last-mentioned meeting it is stated : " The State 
Society of the Cincinnati met at this place (Wilmington) on 
the 4th inst, and chose the following gentlemen officers of 
the Society for the current year : 

" Presidenty Doctor James Tilton. 

" Vice-President, Major John Patten. 

** Secretary, Captain William McKennan. 

" Treasurer, Captain Edward Roche. 

" Assistant Treasurer, Doctor George Monro. 

" A sermon by the Rev. Doctor Wharton and an oration 
by Doctor George Monro were delivered in the forenoon, 
both very suitable to the occasion. The Society and citi- 
zens of the place spent the afternoon in festive joy, and 
drank the following toasts : 

1. The wisdom that directed and the sword that obtained the indepen- 

dence of America. 

2. The new Constitution. 

3. The ten States that have adopted the new Constitution. 

4. May the three remaining States soon follow the noble example first set 

by Delaware* 

5. The agriculture of America. 

6. May the wings of commerce be soon dipped by the growing manu- 

factures of America. 

7. Success to science and seminaries of learning. 
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8. May the liberality of the French monarch in his commercial regula- 

tions be copied by the British king. 

9. The friends of freedom and patrons of liberty thronghout the world. 
10. Farmer Washington, may he, like a second Cincinnatus, be called from 

the plough to rule a great people, 
iz. The memory of all those who fell during the American Revolution. 
Z2. The Delaware Stote. 
13. May our utmost hopes and wishes be exceeded in the blessings of the 

new Constitution."* 

The only delegate representing Delaware at an extra 
General Meeting of the Society held at Philadelphia on 
May 5, of this year, appears to have been Major James 
Moore, though "'credentials appointing delegates from 
Delaware, namely : Major John Patten, Major James 
Moore, and Captain William McKennan, one of whom 
was to be a representation," were filed with the Secretary 
at the meeting and probably explains the solitary repre- 
sentation. The following return of members of the 
different State Societies was likewise produced and filed 

at this meeting: 

♦ **♦** 

" Cincinnati of Delaware .... Total, 27," 

♦ ♦♦♦♦♦ 

thus showing a loss already of over a quarter of the 
number of members on the original roll of the Society.f 
For the year 1789, the records are again silent, but the 
same officers retained their positions in the Society for 
that year, as we still find them holding over and re-elected 
once more in 1790. 

* See, also, in Penna, Packet^ Phila., July 12, letter from Wilmington, Del., 
dated July 9, 1788. 
f Proceedings of General Society of the Cincinnati, 1788. 
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In that year, under date of July 5, it is stated: "On 
Monday, the Sth instant, the Society of Cincinnati for the 
State of Delaware met at the house of Captain O'FIinn, 
in this borough, to celebrate the anniversary of Indepen- 
dence, and at eleven o'clock marched in procession to the 
Academy, where divine service was performed by the Rev. 
Lawrence Girelius ; after which a very ingenious and well- 
adapted discourse was delivered by the president of the 
Society to a large and brilliant audience; at the conclu- 
sion of which a Federal salute of thirteen cannon was 
given under the direction of Captain Hugh Montgomery. 
Then the Society returned to Captain O'Flinn's and par- 
took of a collation which was provided and drank the 
following toasts, with a salute to each, viz.: 

1. The President of the United States. 

2. The Senate and House of Representatives. 

3. The Vice-President. 

4. The King and National Assembly of France. 

5. The fair patriots of America. 

6. The Society of the Cincinnati* 

7. The Delaware State. 

8. Agricalture. 

9. Peace and free trade with all the world. 

10. Manufacture. 

11. May virtue and merit ever be the best claims to distinction and regard. 
13. May the citizens of America ever pay due respect to religion, morality, 

and equal laws. 
13. Success to population and industry. 

" To which were added the following toasts by the rev- 
erend clergy then present: 
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May America be an asylum to all the distressed people of Europe. 
Patriotism without party and religion without hypocrisy. 
May the Americans ever be valiant in war and subservient to their laws in 
peace." * 

At the third triennial meeting of the General Society in 
Philadelphia, May 4, 1790, Major John Patten appears to 
have been the only representative from Delaware, probably 
under the same rule as adopted for the General Meeting 
of the Society in i/SS.f 

Three delegates were, however, elected at the annual 
meeting of 1790, to represent the Delaware Society at an 
extra General Meeting of the Cincinnati held in Philadel- 
phia, May 2, 1 79 1, viz.: Doctor James Tilton, Major John 
Patten, and Captain William McKennan, the President, Vice- 
President, and Secretary respectively, of the Society. This 
meeting was called for the purpose of urging the States 
to send full representations at the next triennial meeting 
of the General Society to be held in Philadelphia on the 
first Monday of May (the 6th), 1793, for the final adoption 
of the alterations proposed in the Institution of the Gndn- 
nati as well as to recommend the expediency of the State 
Societies obtaining acts of incorporation to secure their 
funds for the charitable objects for which originally de- 
signed. Two of the delegates from Delaware, Major Patten 
and Captain McKennan, were appointed by the chair 
(General Knox) on the Committee to examine the cre- 
dentials of the delegates from the several States at this 

* See, also, in Federal Gauite, Phila., July 14, letter from Wilming^ton, Del., 
dated July 10, 1790. 
f Proceedings of General Society of the Cincinnati, 1790. 
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meeting.'^ It was the last one at which the Delaware 
State Society was represented, no record appearing here- 
after of any delegates accredited to that State being 
present at the General Meetings of the Cincinnati. 
The minutes of the Society for 1793 are as follows: 

"Wilmington, July 4, 1793. 

" The State Society of the Cincinnati met in this borough 
on the 4th instant At 12 o'clock a brilliant assembly 
convened at the College, and the occasion being solemnized 
with prayers by the Rev. Mr. Clarkson, Captain McKen- 
nan, agreeably to appointment, pronounced an oration most 
acceptable to the citizens. 

"The Society and many respectable citizens then pro- 
ceeded to Mr. Brinton's tavemf and dined together in a 
manner expressive of heartfelt joy and satisfaction at 
another return of our national birthday. After dinner 
the following toasts were drank: 

1. The day that gave birth to a nation and set the example of freedom 

and independence to the world. 

2. The United States — ^may they enjoy the blessings of peace, nnion, and 

freedom to the latest ages. 

3. The President of the United States— may long life, health, happiness, 

and the confidence of his counuy reward his eminent services. 

4. The Vice-President and the Congress of the United States — may wis- 

dom mark their councils and integrity their conduct. 

5. The memory of those heroes and patriots who feU in the cause of 

independence. 

* Proceedings of General Society of the Cincinnati, 1791. 

f This tavern, known as <* The Indian King," stood at the southeast comer 
of Market and Fourth Streets, and, under the proprietorship of David Brinton, 
was long a noted inn. 
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6. The friends of freedom and lovers of independence in all parts of the 

world. 

7. The French nation — roxf it soon enjoy the blessings of peace and a 

free Constitution. 

8. Confnsion to the counsels of despots, and may tyranny be banished 

the earth. 

9. A union of all free countries to save Poland from the rapacious bands 

of all spoilers. 
10. May equal liberty, equal rights, and a government of laws long be the 

boast of America. 
ZI. May America receive into her bosom and cherish the oppressed from 

all parts of the world. 

12. Success to the agriculture, manufactures, and commerce of America. 

13. The arts and sciences, and all who love and promote them. 

14. Neutrality to America, the best means to promote her happiness and 

prosperity. 

15. All our friends and brothers who are doing homage to liberty in cele- 

bration of the epoch of our independence." * 

In 1795 the Society met once more at New Castle : 

" Wilmington, July 8 (1795). 

" The State Society of the Cincinnati met at New Castle 
on Saturday, the 4th instant, and chose the following offi- 
cers for the current year : 

''President, Major John Patten. 
Vtce-Presidentf Major Peter Jaquett. 
Secretary, Captain William McKennan. 

" Treasurer, Captain Edward Roche. 

" Assistant Treasurer, Doctor George Monro. 

" The Society then adjourned to dinner, and after dinner 
drank the following toasts : 

* See, also, Gtneral Advertiser^ Phila., Pa., July 9, 1793. 
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I. This Day— may the remembrance of it and the glorious effects pro- 
duced by it never be obliterated from the minds of America. 

3. The United STATES-^may the people thereof be ever mindful of 
this political truth, That an incessant attention to the administra- 
tion of government can alone give permanency to freedom. 

3. The State of Delaware— may the honest industry of its citizens 

be equalled by the virtuous patriotism of her representatives. 

4. The President and Congress of the United States — ^may they 

with true wisdom and unshaken fortitude remain uninfluenced, 
unbiassed, and unawed by any foreign nation whatever. 

5. The People of France — ^may the storm which has threatened them 

with destruction speedily subside, and the sacred rights of liberty 
and property be established among them on a solid foundation. 

6. The United PROViNCES^may they avail themselves of the present 

opportunity afforded them by the prowess of the French arms to 
establish a free and happy government. 

7. The memory of the heroic citizens of Delaware who fell in defence 

of American Independence. 

8. Arts and Sciences — ^may the citizens of all free governments remem- 

ber that Information is the nurse of Freedom and Improvement. 

9. Peace and Commerce — a general commercial intercourse with every 

nation on earth upon honorable principles and reciprocal interests. 
10. May the triumph of Freedom be the harbinger of Peace to the nations 

of Europe. 
IX. May all free governments rightly comprehend their mutual as well as 

individual interests. 

12. The American Fair — ^may their importance be enhanced from a just 

sense of liberty and equality. 

13. Civilization, instead of extirpation, to our Indian brethren. 

14. May America, in forming new political engagements, never sacrifice 

her honor by injustice to her old friends. 

15. May the Temple of Freedom be established on the ruin of, thrones, 

and all the nations enter its gates." 

But the political excitement of the times required a still 
stronger and more positive expression of opinion by the 



26 HISTORY OF THE DELAIVARE STATE 

participants of the occasion, and the following 'Volun- 
teers," we find, were added : 

*' By Doctor Tilton — No treaty with Britain, but in lieu thereof a non-im- 

portation agreement. 
By Doctor Alexander — ^The people of Great Britain, may they shortly 

experience a revolution in the administration of their government. 
By Major Bush — ^The ten patriotic senators who refused to ratify the 

British treaty. 
By James McCullough — ^The Congress of 1776, who gave birth to this Day. 
By Major Jaquett, Vice-President — ^John Jay, may he enjoy the benefits 

of a Purgatory*^* 

On July 4, 1797, it is stated, " the Delaware State Society 
of the Cincinnati assembled and partook of a dinner pro- 
vided for the purpose, after which a number of toasts were 
drank ;" (similar, no doubt, in character to the above).t 

The last regular election of officers and stated meeting 
of the Society found recorded is in 1799, and reads as 
follows : 

"Wilmington, July 4, 1799. 

" The Society of the Cincinnati for the State of Delaware 
met at this place and elected the following officers for the 
current year: 

^^ President, Major John Patten. 

" Vice-President^ Major Peter Jaquett 

" Secretary, Captain Edward Roche. 

" Treasurer, Doctor George Monro. 

^* Assistant Treasurer, Captain Caleb P. Bennett."^ 

* See, also, Independent Gautieer, Phila., Pa., July II, and N, K Journal, 
N. Y., July IS, 1795. 
f See, also, Independent GoMetteer, Phila., Pa., July 11, 1797. 
X See, also, Federal Gazette and Phila, Evening Post, Phila., Pa., July 8, 

1799- 
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The only entry for the following year (1800) records 
that ''Captain Edward Roche, secretary of the Delaware 
State Society of the Cincinnati, prepared and delivered a 
funeral oration on the death of General George Washing- 
ton; prepared at the 

request of the Society, l^Vh/f^^^JPi) JL^ 

and pronounced in the 

Second Presbyterian 

Church in Wilmington on the twenty-second day of 

February, 1800. Judge Bedford and Major Cass were 

masters of the procession and ceremony.'"*' 

The Society, however, still kept up its membership. We 
find twenty (20) names yet on the roll in 1 801, as follows : 

Colonel Joseph Vaughan. 

Major Robert Kirkwood. 

Major James Moore. 

Major Daniel Jenifer Adams. 

Major Peter Jaquett 

Doctor James Tilton. 

Doctor Greorge Monro. 

Captain Henry Duff. 

Captain Allen McLane. 

Captain Thomas Kean. 

* For oration and fall account of this interesting ceremony, see Appendix 
K; also, "Reminiscences of VHImington," by Miss E. Montgomery, pp. 
297-98. The procession formed in the Town HaU, on Market Street (the 
previous arrangements having been made in the old Academy, see note, p. 
35), and moved down to Second Street, up French Street, and thence to the 
stone n|eeting-house, known as the Second Presbyterian Qiurch, at the cor- 
ner of Walnut and Fifth Streets, where the ceremonies were held. The 
Judge Bedford named above was Gunning Bedford, Junior, the Major Cass 
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Captain Caleb P. Bennett. 

Surgeon Reuben Gilder. 

Lieutenant John Piatt 

Lieutenant John Vance Hyatt. 

Lieutenant Joseph Hosman. 

Lieutenant Stephen McWilliam. 

Lieutenant Charles Kidd. 

Lieutenant Joseph Driskill. 

J. Mayo. 

John Jones.* 
The following year, however, we find one of its most 
prominent members, Colonel Allen McLane, petitions the 
Pennsylvania Society, at its annual meeting at Francis' 

was Major Jonathan Cass, of the Third U. S. Infantry, stationed at the time 
at, and in command of, the old U. S. Anenal near Wilmington. 

The above-mentioned oration, in the possession of the author, is endorsed 
on the title-page in the handwriting of Captain Roche, as follows : 

"To 

Miss Betsy Donaldson, 

as a Memorial of her 

Polite and Patriotic attentions 

on the 22d February, 1800, 

in Honor of the Memory of 

George Washington. 

By order of the Society of the Cincinnati 

of the State of Delaware. 

Edwd. Roche, Sec*y." 
A copy of this oration is now in the collection of the New York Histor- 
ical Society. See " Bulletin, Phila. Library Co., Phila., Pa.," 1851, p. 51. 

The autograph of Captain Roche, under his portrait in silhouette (opposite 
page 85), is a faC'SimiU of that in the above dedication. 

* Records of Delaware Society of Cincinnati. See, also, Scharf 's '< Hist. 
Delaware," Vol. I., p. 266. 
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Hall in Philadelphia, July 5, 1802, to be admitted to mem- 
bership in that Society, by reason of the Delaware Society, 
of which he was a former member, having ceased to exist. 
The wording of his petition is plaintive. He states that 

*' In the commencement of the struggle for the Independence of America, 
he resided with his family in one of the three lower counties then annexM to 
Pennsylvania, now denominated the State of Delaware, and that after the 
contest he returned with his family to said State, the better to enable him to 
support them, and that at that time it was more convenient for him to meet 
the Society then assembled in said State, and that he did subscribe his name, 
paid his dues, received his diploma and has since conformed to the rules of 
said Society, as fully appears by the enclosed paper. But that he has to 
lament a great fidling off in said Society owing to death and desertion, so 
that it is no more ; and therefore requests he might be permitted to assemble 
with his companions in arms, the members of the Society of Pennsylvania, 
and be considered as a member of the same from this time." 

To this is appended the certificate of the Secretary of 
the Delaware Society, as follows : 

" I do hereby certify to whom it may concern that Major Allen McLane 
is a member of the Society of the Cincinnati in the State of Delaware : That 
he has subscribed and paid one month's pay thereto, and has generally con- 
formed to the Rules and orders thereof. 

" In witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand and seal this thirtieth 
day of June in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and two."* 




* Archives of Penna. State Society of the Cincinnati. 
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The applicant was accordingly admitted to the Penn- 
sylvania Society with the proviso that his month's pay be 
transferred at the same time. The Treasurer's account in 
the latter Society accordingly has the following entry: 

'' 1802. August 5. To cash from A. McLane, being 
his dividend from 

"The Delaware Society . . JS43.SO."* 

The exact date when the Delaware Society was dis- 
solved, or, to speak more correctly, " when, on the informa- 
tion of some of its members, a portion of the members 
of the Delaware State Society of the Cincinnati had voted 
to dissolve that Society and distributed its funds,"t is not 
easily settled. No date is given in the report by the Com- 
mittee in 181 1 appointed "to ascertain the present situation 
of the several State Societies of the Cincinnati," it simply 
calls attention to "the inconsiderate act of a portion of 
the members of one or more State Societies in dissolving 
their official connection as members of the Cincinnati and 
in distributing those funds which had long ceased to be 
individual property, or liable to any but their original 
appropriation."! 

The Committee's report was unanimously adopted by 
the General Society, and the Secretary-General was in- 
structed " to forward a draft of the circular letter which the 
Committee had submitted with its report, to the Presidents 

* See '< Records of Penna. State Society of the Qndnnati," 1891, pp. 
60,61. 

t See Report of Col. Elias Boudinot, Chainnan of Committee, Proceed- 
ings of General Society of the Cincinnati, Aug. 9, 181 1. 

Xlkid, 
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of the respective State Societies, or to such member thereof 
as would cause it to be laid before said Society." 

The circular for Delaware, although that State Society had 
dissolved, was duly authenticated by the President-General 
and Secretary-General, "by unanimous order in General 
Meeting, and sent to the care of one of its former most 
influential original members" {query, Allen McLane?), 
urging " as the best corrective, despite its dissolution atul the 
distribution of its funds, the immediate renewal of that 
endeared intercourse," and earnestly recommending to that 
State Society to send delegates to a special meeting 
appointed for the following year (thus clearly showing the 
so-called dissolution of the Delaware Society was never 
accepted by the General body). In .consequence, however, 
of the decease or dispersion of the Delaware members, the 
foregoing recommendation of the General Society was found 
impossible of execution.* 

At a meeting of the Standing Committee of the New 
York State Society of the Cincinnati on August 2, 1804, 
a letter was read from Edward Roach {Roche f\ late 
Secretary of the Delaware State Society, stating that " that 
Society had been dissolved long since and the funds been 
divided among its members."t TYixs letter is lost from the 
archives of the New York Society, as is also the circular 

* See Report of Col. Elias Boudinot, Chairman of Committee, Proceed- 
ings of General Society of the Cincinnati, Aug. 9, 181 1 ; also, '< Precedents 
and Ordinances of General Society of the Cincinnati, 1783-1885," by A. B. 
Gardiner, LL.D., pp. 10, 11. 

t " Hist. Society of the Cincinnati," by Hon. Hamilton Fish, 1884, p. 47. 
Also, " Records of N. Y. State Society of the Cincinnati." 
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letter of the Delaware Society of November 6, 1783 
(before cited), which was read before the New York Society 
on February 3, 1784, and a Committee appointed, consist- 
ing of Brigadier-General Philip Van Cortlandt, Lieutenant- 
Colonel Edward Antill, and Ueutenant-Colonel Richard 
Flatt, to draft an answer. This Committee reported their 
reply to the Standing Committee on February 9, 1784, when 
it was adopted, signed by the President of the New York 
Society and forwarded to the Delaware Society, but as 
these letters were not recorded in the New York Society's 
minutes, their full context cannot be now ascertained.* 

In a memorandum presented to the Massachusetts 
Society of the Cincinnati, in June, 18 12, we find it stated 
that "the Society was dissolved in Delaware by a formal 

vote in July, 1802, and the funds were resumed in due pro- 

« 

portions by those who had furnished them/'f 

Mr. Lloyd P. Smith, late librarian of the Philadelphia Li- 
brary Company, in his "Bulletin" of i88s,.states: "The Dela- 
ware Society was dissolved about the year 1804, the more 
attached of the members carrying their share of the funds 
into the Pennsylvania Society. The archives are lost (?)."t 

Per contra^ Scharf, in his very complete and recent " His- 
tory of Delaware," says " the Society of the Cincinnati in 
Delaware continued in Wilmington for over half a century^ 
and then ceased to exist,"§ while the exact date has been 

* ** Records of N. Y. Sute Society of the Cincinnati." 
f «< Hist, of N. C. State Society of Cincinnati," by £. G. Daves, 1894, p. 
14. Also, <* Records of Mass. State Society of Cincinnati." 
X '* Bulletin Pbila. Library Co., Phila., Pa.," 1851, p. 51. 
2 Scharf *s *• Hist. Delaware," Vol. I., p. 266. 
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recently fixed, by a most excellent authority in another of 
the State Societies of the Cincinnati, as being as late as 
1828.* 

On July 4, 1 82 1, Mr. John R. Latimer, eldest son of 
Dr. Henry Latimer, an original member of the Delaware 




Society, was admitted a member of the Pennsylvania So- 
ciety. The Treasurer's account has the following entry : 

" 1822. June 24. By cash rec'd from 

"J. R. Latimer . . jSi20."t 

These two preceding-named admissions (Colonel Allen 
McLane and John R. Latimer, by descent), with that of 
Major James Moore, afterwards Assistant Treasurer of the 
Pennsylvania Society (1798-1800)! appear to be the only 
cases where the Delaware Society was afterwards repre- 
sented in another State Society. 

A long lapse of time now ensues, in which no reference 
is made to the Delaware Society by the General Society 
in its triennial proceedings, other than to repeatedly deplore 
the fact of the non-existence of this with other extinct or 
dormant State Societies. Finally, a committee having been 

* Richard M. McSherry, Esq., Treasurer of Maryland State Society of the 
Gndnnati. 

f '* Records of Penna. State Society of the Cincinnati," 1891, p. 66. 

X Ibid,, p. 77. See, also, Winthrop Sargent's « Journal General Meeting 
of Cincinnati Society, Z7S4." 

3 
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appointed by the General Society to examine documents, 
etc., it reports as follows, at the meeting of the Greneral 
Society in Boston, Mass., May 27, 1857; 

" Of the Delaware papers no trace has yet been discov- 
ered."* 

Just three years after this report^ however, the original 
roll of the Delaware Society, containing the names of all 
the members, with their respective ranks, the amount paid 
in by each, together with the total fund of the Society (a 
little over fifteen hundred dollars), was discovered— on the 
authority of Hon. Hamilton Fish — ^in Philadelphia by a 
fortunate accident, and preserved from destruction by John 
R. Latimer, the son of one of the original members, and 
then President of the Pennsylvania Society .f 

We think, also, it has been already shown that a con- 
siderable portion of the records of the Society still exist ; 
the foregoing proceedings of each meeting having been 
given in full in order to show the patriotic spirit that 
animated the members throughout the existence of the 
Society. Possibly, too, the formation of the "Patriotic 
Society" J in Wilmington and New Castle, in 1792, by 

* Proceedings of General Society of the Cincinnati, 1857. 

f Memorandum of Hon. Hamilton Fish, President-General of the Cincin- 
nati, dated May 2, i860, and on file in archives of the N. Y. State Society. 

X The Constitution of <* The Patriotic Society of the County of New Castle, 
in the State of Delaware*' (and which is in the possession of the writer), 
declares " the Public Good to be its sole object," and, among its other prin- 
ciples, announced, that « it is both our right and our duty, as well as that of 
every other freeman, to regard with attention and discuss with freedom the 
conduct of the public servants in every department of Government;" and 
that <' it is therefore the duty of every good citizen and shall be the constant 
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officers and soldiers of the Revolution, had a great deal to 
do with the gradual extinction of the Cincinnati in Dela- 
ware, by reason of being a more popular organization 
than the latter. Dr. James Tilton was likewise (in 1797) 
President of 
the former. 
Dr. George . 
Monro Sec- ^^^ ^^^^^^ 



retary, and 

Alexander Harvey Treasurer. The Society at one time 
numbered over fifty members, and met In the old Wilming- 
ton Academy, long since vanished.* 



; ,^;^;^^i?^^^ 



endeiTOT of thii Society, not only to remove prejudice*, to conciliate the 
aScctioiu, to iBform the nndentuiding, and to promote the hippinesi of ftU 
oar feUow-citiieni, bat to deled and pnbliih to the world every violatioo of 
our Coudlutions or inttance of maladministration." The Society coniiited 
of a General Meeting of the Auociiton within Ihe Comity and of Meetingi 
of the Auodalon in every " hundred" in the Connty, the former Meeting 
being held quaiterlj, the latter at their discretion. James McCullough was 
President, and John Bird, Secretary of this political organiration [for tnch it 
eventually became) in the year 1794. 

-^ -.4^"= — * ^^ "'"^ Wilmington Acad- 

emy stood on Ihe toutb side oF 
the King's Road, or Market 
Street, between Eighth and Ninth 
Streets, and was a two-sloiy stone 
edifice, similar in appearance to 
the old Rodney House, yet stand- 
ing, in Wilmington, at Tenth and 
Broome Streets. It is stated in 
the early records that a lot which 
had been the property of Peter 
s purchased by Jonathan Dawi and afterwards given by him 
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Many of the original members of the Society of the 
Cincinnati, however, were still regarded with affectionate 
esteem by the mass of the citizens, and were honored later 
in their lives with the highest office within the people's 

to bnild the Academy, which was erected in 1772-3. The lot extended to 
King's Street, in the rear, the building itself standing back from the road 
with a high wall in front and with large gates. Some of the old trees of the 
former grove were left standing. The ordinary English branches, with the 
Greek and Latin languages, were taught by a body of able instructors. 

The first trustees of the Grammar School, or the «* Academy," as it was 
popularly known, were the owners of names well known and prominent in 
the affairt of both Delaware and Pennsylvania, viz. : Rev. Lawrence Girelius, 
Rev. Philip Reading, Richard McWilliam, George Read, Thomas Duff, 
Elsq., James Lea, Joseph Staplers, John Jones, Theodore Maurice, Jonas 
Stidham, Nicholas Way, George Evans, Joseph Shallcrots, Vincent Gilpin, 
and Jonathan Daws, all of New Castle County; also, the celebrated Rev. 
William Smith, D.D., first Provost of the College and Academy of Philadel- 
phia, Rev. Richard Peters, of Christ Church, and Rev. Jacob Dnch6, of St. 
Peter's Church (likewise of Philadelphia), Thomas Mifflin, Joseph Pember- 
ton, Myers ^sher, Thomas Gilpin, and Benjamin Wyncoop, all of the same 
city. 

In 1803 the Academy was incorporated as a College, and the following 
distinguished body of trustees from Delaware and Philadelphia, Pa., ap- 
pointed: Right Rev. William White, D.D., Rev. William Smith, D.D., 
Myers Fisher, John Dickinson, Thomas Duff, Joseph Tattnall, Jacob Broome, 
Gunning Bedford, James A. Bayard, Csesar Rodney, Daniel Rodney, Thomas 
Read, David Hall, Nicholas Ridgely, James Wilson, James Lea, Dr. Henry 
Latimer, Dr. George Monro, Dr. Ebenezer Augustus Smith, Joseph Tilton, 
Joseph Gilpin, Robert Hamilton, William Halliwell, James Sykes, William 
Warner, Outerbridge Horsey, Andrew Barrett, William McKee, and George 
Kennard ; men representing all sects of religion and all shades of political 
feeling. 

It was in this old historic building (virtually the Town Hall) in which 
portions of conflicting armies had in succession been quartered during the 
Revolution, and which had been at different times converted into a barrack 



<l>w^/^i^^t^ 
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gift, — that of governor of the State. Such were Colonel 
David Hall, Major Nathaniel Mitchell, and Captain Caleb 
Prew Bennett (the 

last surviving officer ^Jjf%^^C^^t(!^^ ^ 

of the Delaware line) ; ^9 ^ g ^ _ j ^ --^ 

also Joseph Haslet, 

the son of Colonel John Haslet, who fell at Princeton. 

Dr. Tilton 
was after- 
wards ap- 
pointed by 

President Madison Surgeon-General of the U. S. Army in 
the War of 1812; and Colonel Allen McLane, besides 
holding several important public offices in the State of 
Delaware, became Treasurer-General of the Cincinnati in 
1825, and so remained until his decease, in 1829; while 
Major William Popham, in 1844, became President of the 
New York Society, and afterwards President-General. 
John R. Latimer, son of Surgeon Henry Latimer, became 
likewise President of the Pennsylvania Society. Major 

and a hospital, that all the noted gatherings during the latter part of the 
preceding century took place. All the arrangements for the procession of 
the Cincinnati on February 22, 1800 (before alluded to), were here concerted, 
and here the Society repeatedly assembled on its anniversary meetings until 
its final dissolution. For over fifty yean the old building stood a landmark 
in the centre of Wilmington, until, neglected and sadly in need of repair, it 
was abandoned to baser uses and finally demolished. (See " Reminiscences 
of Wilmington," by Miss £. Montgomery, pp. 293-98.) 

The above drawing of the Academy is from the only one known, in the 
possession of Mr. Amos C. Brinton, one of Wilmington's "oldest inhabitants,*' 
and was copied through his kind permission by the author. 



38 HISTORY OF THE DELAWARE STATE 

Joseph Anderson, appointed by Washington a judge of the 
United States Courts, served afterwards as United States 
Senator from Tennessee and as Comptroller of thf National 
Treasury. The gallant Major Robert Kirkwood, a soldier 
to the last, fell in St. Clair's defeat on the Miami, November 
4, 1 79 1. Captain Edward Roche, the last Secretary of the 
Society, was a Justice of the Peace in Wilmington for 
nearly thirty years, and was also one of the last survivors 
(dying in 182 1), with Major Peter Jaquett, who died in the 
year 1835, and Governor Bennett, the final officer of the 
Delaware line, as stated, who deceased in 1836.^ 

And so ends the history of the comparatively brief 
existence of the old Delaware State Society of the Cincin- 
nati. Who and where, we may well inquire, are the 
worthy descendants of the brave Delaware line regiment or 
its contemporaries, to revive it ? Many yet survive to this 
day, within our call, in this or adjacent States, faithfully 
preserving, we find, the golden eagles of insignia, together 
with the portraits and diplomas of membership in the 
Society, of their heroic ancestors; while the names and 
deeds of Haslet, Hall, Patten, Pope, and Tilton ; of Kirk- 
wood, Jaquett, and McLane; of the Read, Rodney, and 
Rudolphf families (each of which latter named furnished 
three or four members equally distinguished for gallantry 

* See Record of personal and military services of original members of 
Delaware State Society of the Cincinnati, Appendix B. 

fThe Ru- 
dolphs alone 
fnmished two 
members^* 
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in the war for American Independence) are still not only 
household words throughout the State, but have been also 
repeated by their worthy representatives in each successive 
war in our country as well as in positions of honor in civil 
life, to the present day. 

And while we trust this earnest appeal for the speedy 
resuscitation of the Society of the Delaware Cincinnati may 
not be in vain, let us also hope that its members may in the 
future, in their reunited brotherhood, and with a patriotic 
pride in the past history of their gallant little State, cherish 
the spirit as well of this most honorable of all American in- 
stitutions, of which the immortal Washington himself was 
its first head, and so continued until the hour of his death. 

In the words of the motto of the Order, Esto perpetua. 

John and Michael — as officers to Lee's Partisan Legion, and who were dis- 
tinguished not only all through the Southern campaign of 1780-82 (see Ap- 
pendix A, p. 40), but the latter named of the two being also brevetted by 




Congress for special gallantry at the storming of Paulus Hook (now Jersey 
City), in New Jersey. (Resolution of U. S. Congress, September 24, 1779.) 
After the war he was appointed Major and Commandant of the Squadron of 
Cavalry, United States Legion, also Adjutant and Inspector-General U. S. Army. 

A third representative, Jacob, was a captain of Pennsylvania partisan 
troops, and was taken prisoner in the battle of Brandywine ; while still an- 
other, his brother John, captured at the beginning of the Revolution, at Fort 
Washington, in November, 1776, afterwards served throughout the war as 
an officer of the Pennsylvania line. 

See Pa. Archives, Second Series, Vols. X., XIV., and XV. Also, John- 
ston's " Hist Cecil Co., Md." 
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APPENDIX A. 



A Brief Account of the Delaware Regiments in the 

Revolution. 

The following brief narration of the history of the two 
Delaware regiments in the Revolutionary War has been 
mainly taken from the original journal of Sergeant-Major 
William Seymour, of the Delaware line, now in the posses- 
sion of, and republished by, the Historical Society of Penn- 
sylvania,* as well as from the personal recollections of Gov- 
ernor Caleb Prew Bennett, an officer in the same regiment, 
published by the same Society.f Reference has also been 
freely made to the " Annals of Delaware" in the " Dela- 
ware Register," Vol. II. (1839), and to the Hon. William 
G. Whiteley's address on the "Revolutionary Soldiers of 
Delaware," read before the Delaware Historical Society 
some twenty years since, and afterwards, by request, before 
the two houses of the Delaware Legislature. By reason of 
the lapse of time and the comparative rarity of all these 
named publications, as well as of the possible necessity for 
frequent reference to the subject, the author has thought it 
well to append a resume of the services of these troops, led 
by the officers so repeatedly mentioned in the foregoing 
pages. 

* Fa, Mag, Hist and Bieg,, Vol. VII., Nos. 3 and 4 (1883). 

t Ihid., Vol. IX., No. 4 (1885) and " Niles' Register," Sept. 2, 1843. 
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Several errors, however, in regard to both names and 
dates have been found, by comparison with the original 
records, to exist in the last-named paper. These — ^but only 
where absolutely certain of being right — the author has 
ventured to correct, aware of the fact that similar inaccura- 
cies may possibly be found in the future, by others having 
additional data at hand, in these pages. 

The entire population of Delaware at the commencement 
of the Revolution was only about 37,CX)0, and the number 
of troops the State could furnish could not necessarily be 
very large ; yet, by the second year of the war, it supplied 
and sent to the front three organizations, viz. : Colonels 
Haslet and Hall's regiments and Colonel Patterson's bat* 
talion, besides a partisan company under the command of 
Captain Allen McLane. Colonel Henry Neill had also, in 
the latter part of the war, a regiment called the Second 
Delaware battalion, but it does not appear to have been in 
any action.* 

Haslet's regiment,t composed of State troops in Con- 
tinental service, — that is, troops organized under the 

* A writer in the Freeman* s Journal^ of Philadelphia, October 8, 1 783, 
states that Delaware furnished double its quota of troops in proportion to 
population, as compared to Pennsylvania and other larger States. The Dela- 
ware soldiers, including Continentals and militia, enlisted and in service, 
from 1775 to 1783, were as follows: 



'776. . 754 


1780. . 


556 


'777. . 1299 


1781 . . 


89 


«778. . 349 


1782 . . 


164 


1779. . 317 


1783. . 
Total . . 


235 
376? 



f Sec Appendix C, p. 72. 
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Colonial laws and furnished by the Delaware State upon 
the call of Congress, who appointed their field officers, — 
remained in service only until after the battle of Princeton, 
January 3, 1777. 

Hairs regiment* was the only strictly " Continental" one 
furnished by Delaware that saw active service. It was 
organized under a law of the Continental Congress, and 
this is the regiment always referred to when mention is 
made during the war of the " Delaware Regiment." 

Patterson's battalionf was a part of the " Flying Camp," 
as it was called, — a body of men called out by Congress in 
the fall of 1776 from New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware, 
and Maryland, to protect the Middle Colonies and to serve 
until December i, 1776. Being undisciplined militia, their 
record was not satisfactory, and they returned to their 
homes at the expiration of their brief term of service, hav- 
ing had but one slight skirmish with the enemy. 

Delaware, by an Act of the General Assembly, passed 
June 21, 1780, raised a fourth regiment, and the command was 
assigned to Colonel Henry NeilLJ It was the second Con- 
tinental r^- 
ment mus- 
tered into the 
service of the 
United States 
from that 
State. It was called " Continental Regiment, No. 38," was 

* See Appendixes D and E, pp. 75 and 78. 
f See Appendix G, p. 8z. 
X See Appendix F, p. 80. 
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stationed in Kent County, Maryland, and served but a 
limited period.* 

The services of Captain Allen McLane's partisan com- 
pany, whether as an independent command or afterwards as 
part of Lee's Corps, are too well known to require here 
detailed repetition.t 

Delaware, however, says Whiteley, — 

"Had great cause in the main to be proud of the conduct and heroism 
of its Revolutionary soldiers. In less than a month after the Declaration of 
Independence the State had eight hundred men in the field, who fought at 
Brooklyn, White Plains, Trenton, and Princeton, when the regiment, reduced 
to only one hundred officers and men, and its colonel killed while gallantly 
leading it into action, virtually ceased to exist. 

" In April, 1777, however, another regiment took its place, which fought at 
Brandywine, Germantown, Monmouth, Camden, Cowpens, Guilford, Ninety 
Six, and Entaw, and this latter organisation never laid down its arms, though 
reduced to almost a mere handful of men, until Comwallis surrendered at 
Yorktown and Leslie evacuated Charleston. 

" In fact, there was not a battle during the Revolution worthy of the name, 
except those at Bunker's Hill and at Yorktown, in which one of the two 
Delaware regiments did not participate with credit. And even at Yorktown, 
though Hall's regiment itself, or rather what was left of it, was not present, it 
being at that time with Greene in the Carolinas, yet seven hundred recruits, 
raised in Delaware and Maryland for Kirkwood's and Smallwood's battalions, 
were stopped on their way to join their respective commands and ordered to 
join the American army before Yorktown, and thus the regiment itself may 
be said to have participated there also in the siege, the decisive battle, and 
conclusive victory of the war." 

The first Delaware Regiment, under the brave Haslet, 
in August, 1776, joined the head-quarters of the army, 

* See '< Life of John Neill, of Lewes, Del., and Descendants" (private 
edition), 1875; also, " Remembrancer," Vol. X., part 3, London, 1780. 
f See Appendix H, p. 82. 
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which was then at New York, the troops marching from 
Dover to New York without tents, and probably supplying 
themselves with provisions along the route. The regiment 
was brigaded with Smallwood's Maryland and four Penn- 
sylvania regiments, Lord Sterling being in command of the 
brigade. On the 27th of August, not more than five weeks 
after their marching from their native State, the Dela- 
wareans were in the battle of Brooklyn, or Long Island, 
and behaved with the courage, the discipline, and the 
steadiness of veteran soldiers. 

It was stated at the time that the Delaware, with the 
Maryland and Pennsylvania troops, fought as bravely as 
men could possibly do. The latter became separated, by 
which means the enemy obliged them to fight in small 
parties. " But the Delawares, being well trained, kept and 
fought in a compact body the whole time, and, when obliged 
to retreat, preserved their ranks, and entered the lines in 
that order; and were obliged frequently, while retreating, 
to fight their way through bodies of the enemy." Caesar 
Rodney, also, in a letter at the time to his brother Thomas 
Rodney, speaks of 

" the great honor obtained by the Delaware Battalion in the affair at Long 
Island, from the unparalleled bravery they showed in view of all the Generals 
and troops within the lines, who alternately praised and pitied them." 

In a subsequent letter he says, — 

« The Delaware and Maryland regiments stood firm to the last; they stood 
for four hours drawn up on a hill, in close array, their colors flying, the 
enemy's artillery playing upon them, nor did they think of quitting their 
station until an express order from the General commanded them to retreat. 
. . . The standard was torn with shot in Ensign Stephen's hands." 




ym*^%^t(*t^ 
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Lieutenants Stewart and Harvey were killed; Major 
Macdonough, who was in command, Lieutenant Anderson, 
and Ensign Corse were wounded. 

The next general battle in which the regiment partici- 
pated was that of White Plains; then at Trenton, on 
Christmas day, 1776. The battle of Princeton followed in 
ten days afterwards, 
and here the brave 
Colonel Haslet fell in 
the first attack on the y^ / 
British lines at sun- f y 
rise. Soon after, the 

regiment, greatly reduced in numbers and never reor- 
ganized, was disbanded ; the majority of officers and men 
having left to serve in the new Continental regiment called 
for by resolve of Congress (of September 16, 1776) to 
serve during the war. By reference to the following rolls, 
it will be readily perceived how many officers of the 
first Delaware Regiment obtained appointments in Colonel 
Hall's new regiment These officers, doubtless, also car- 
ried off a great number of their men. The former were 
commissioned by Congress, though their appointment, ex- 
cept as to general officers, was left to the government of 
the several States, which provided arms and clothing for 
the men. 

This second regiment became the justly celebrated 
" Delaware Line." The first company to join it was Cap- 
tain John Patten's; the second was Captain Robert Kirk- 
wood's, — ^both in the latter part of 1776. Six other 
companies joined during the winter, and the regiment was 
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filled to the standard of eight hundred men by the fol- 
lowing spring, though there were the usual difficulties and 
delays in clothing, equipping, and arming it.'*' 

It is not easy to obtain a correct or complete history of 
the regiment for the years 1777-79, there being in the 
State House at Dover but few original rolls, or other 
returns of any kind, of the regiment; our main reliance 
being on the private papers and letters of the officers and 
men, and these are few and difficult to find at the present 
day. 

We know, however, the regiment joined Washington in 
the Jerseys in the spring of 1777, and participated in the 
battles of Monmouth, Brandywine, and Germantown. Its 
members also shared the privations and bore the sufferings 
of the dreary winter at Valley Forge, as became true 
American soldiers.t 

It was in the southern campaigns, however, where the 



* The receipt on the opposite page, later in the same year, when Colonel 
Pope was in command, owing to Colonel Hall having been seriously wounded 
at the battle of Germantown, b in the handwriting of George Read, signer 
of the Declaration of Independence, and is photographed directly from the 
original. See, also, petition of officers of Delaware regiment to General 
Assembly of the Delaware State, dated December 4, 1779, P^^ying for relief 
in the matter of supplies of provisions and clothing. Scharf 's " History of 
Delaware," Vol. I., p. 250; also Whiteley's " Revolutionary Soldiers of Dela- 
ware," pp. 52, 53. The original of this interesting document, with the sig- 
natures of all the officers appended, together with the official action of the 
two Houses of the General Assembly thereon, is now in the archives of the 
Delaware State Society of the Cincinnati. 

f See Caleb P. Bennett's « Narrative of the Delaware Regiment in the 
Revolution," Pa. Mag, Hist and Biog.^ Vol. IX. (1885). 
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regiment won its immortality. On April 13, 1780, the 
Delaware and Maryland troops, then encamped around 
Morristown in New Jersey, were ordered South. On 
April 16, they took up their line of march, two regi- 
ments from Maryland and one from Delaware, each about 
five hundred strong, or some fifteen hundred men in all. 
The brave Baron de Kalb was assigned as their com- 
mander. 

Colonel Hall did not march with his regiment, nor did 
he ever join it again, having been disabled by his wounds 
received at Germantown from taking the field. Lieutenant- 
Colonel Pope was on furlough at the time of march (having 
been also wounded at Mamaroneck), and did not go South. 
Major Joseph Vaughan was therefore in command. The 
regiments marched from Morristown to the head of Elk, as 
it was then called (now Elkton), in Cecil County, Maryland. 
This march was through Philadelphia and Wilmington, — ^a 
distance of one hundred and eight miles. They were 
veterans of three years' service, as thoroughly trained and 
disciplined, as brave and good soldiers as were to be found 
in the Continental Army, and if Greene had then been in 
command of the Southern Department instead of Gates, 
their worse than decimation at Camden would have been 
avoided and the lives of many of these brave and patriotic 
men saved. 

From the head of Elk all the troops were taken by water 
to Petersburg, in Virginia, except the park of artillery, 
which proceeded by land, under escort of a detachment 
from all the line. The journal of Sergeant-Major William 
Seymour gives a complete and exceedingly interesting 
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account of the entire campaign.* The description of the 
marches, the condition of the troops, their want of provi- 
sions, and their losses in battle are all fully and vividly 
related. Leaving Petersburg, the column proceeded south- 
ward by the way of Hillsborough, in North Carolina (four 
hundred and seventy miles from the Elk), to Buffalo Ford, 
on Deep River, where General Gates took command of the 
entire Southern army. 

They were now approaching Camden, the scene of their 
first great battle in the South, where, though the issue was 
so disastrous to the American forces, the Delaware and 
Maryland lines won imperishable renown. It is not the 
intention here to describe in detail this, or indeed any other, 
battle in which these troops were afterwards engaged, — ^to 
do so would be foreign to the object and scope of this 
paper. The battle of Camden was fought on August i6, 
1780, and resulted in the overwhelming defeat of the 
American troops, though the Delaware and Maryland sol- 
diers covered themselves with glory in saving the remainder 
of the routed army from annihilation. The former regi- 
ment at the commencement of the battle was five hundred 
strong; at its close — and the fight lasted scarcely an 
hour — less than two hundred officers and men remained! 
Lieutenant-Colonel Vaughan and Major John Patten were 
among the prisoners, and the command for the remainder 

of the war devolved 
mainly upon the glo- 
rious Kirkwood, — he of 
whom Seymour writes in panegyric that : 

♦ See Pa. Mag. Hut. and Biog., Vol. VII. (1883). 
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" His (Kirkwood*s) heroick yalour and uncommon and undaunted bravery 
must needs be recorded in history till after years."* 

At Charlotte and Hillsborough, Kirkwood afterwards 
collected what remained of the regiment ; and three com* 
panies of light infantry being formed out of the combined 
different corps, to the command of one of them — com- 
posed of the remnants of the Delaware and Second Mary- 
land Regiments — Captain Kirkwood was assigned. 

They participated in all the battles under Greene (who 
had relieved Gates) in the South from this time until the 
evacuation of Charleston by the British, near the close of 
the war, which was virtually ended with the surrender of 
Comwallis at Yorktown, in the fall of the preceding year. 
At Guilford Court-House, Hobkirk's Hill, Eutaw Springs, 
and Ninety Six this gallant band immortalized themselves. 
General Greene, in his report to Congress of the battle at 
Guilford, mentions in the most commendatory manner the 

"old Delaware company of light infantry, under the brave Captain Kirk- 
wood, whose conduct and intrepidity were peculiarly conspicuous ;" 

and Lee speaks of 

" the company of Delaware, under Kirkwood, to whom none could be supe- 



rior." 



* Henry Lee, in his edition of his father's " Memoirs of the War in the 
Southern Department of the United States," sa3rs, by way of comparison, in 
speaking of Captain Edward Oldham, of the Fourth Maryland line, "too 
much praise cannot be given him. He (Captain Oldham) was engaged in 
almost every action in the South, and was uniformly distinguished for gal- 
lantry and good conduct. With the exception of Kirkwood of Delaware and 
Rudolph of the Legion Infantry ^ he was probably entitled to more credit than 
any officer of his rank in Greene's army, — a dbtinction which must place him 
high on the rolls of fame." 

4 
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The same praise is bestowed upon these troops in suc- 
cessive engagements with the enemy. In fact, there is 
scarcely a general order issued by Greene in this whole 
campaign, after any of its battles, in which the Delaware 
battalion is not particularly named as meriting especial 
praise. In the siege and storming of the post of Ninety 
Six, Colonel Henry Lee led Kirkwood's Delawares with the 
troops of his own legion, and, with the intrepid Captain 
John Rudolph* leading the forlorn hope in advance, was 
the first to enter the fort. Though the attack failed, the 
gallantry of these troops was again commented on in orders 
by the commander of the American forces. 

Congress, when the report of Greene of the battle of 
Eutaw was received, passed a resolution of thanks in which 
it was resolved, — 

" That the thanks of the United States in Congress assembled be presented 
to the officers smd men of the Maryland and Virginia brigades and Delaware 
battalion of Continental troops^ for the unparalleled bravery and herobm by 
them displayed in advancing to the enemy through an incessant fire and 
charging them with an impetuosity and order that could not be resisted." 

Their final year of service is described by Bennett suc- 
cinctly as follows : 

"The Pennsylvanians, Marylanders, and Delawares, under the command 
of General St. Clair, after the surrender at Yorktown, proceeded South to 
join the army in South Carolina under General Greene, where we arrived, 
after a long and fatiguing march, the first day of January, 1782. On our 
arrival we (the Delaware detachment, commanded by Captain William 
McKennan), of course, took our station in Colonel William Washington's 
legion, composed of the remains of his regiment of horse and the shattered 
remains of the Delaware regiment, under the command of Captain Robert 

* Written indifferently Rudolph and Rudulph in the reports. 
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Kirkwoody with Ciptain Peter Jaquett, Lientenants James Campbell and 
Thomas Anderson, who had been in command of the two companies of said 
regiment and had remained with the Southern army since the battle of 
Camden, August 16, 17S0. 

** VHien the officers above mentioned and the invalids, with several other 
non-commissioned officers and soldiers belonging to Delaware, were relieved 
by those under the command of Captain William McKennan, with Captain 
Paul Queenault, Lieutenants Hyatt and Bennett, they proceeded soon after 
on their route for the State of Delaware. Our forces were then concentrated 
tmder General Greene, the army proceeded down towards Charleston, where 
the British were in force (the iliii of the army was composed of the two 
legions, Washington's and Lee's, with a detachment from the line of the 
army under the command of Major James Hamilton, of Pennsylvania), and 
took up a position on the Ashley River and was constantly kept on the alert, 
never stationary ; the whole or part of the command being continually on the 
lines watching the movements of the enemy. 

'' The troops, both British and American, for the remainder of the cam- 
paign were inactive, the heat of the weather and the sickly season had arrived. 
The army retired from active service, and remained in that situation until it 
was understood the British army was on the eve of evacuating Charleston, 
the only position then held in the Southern States. 

" Soon after. Captain William McKennan and his command were ordered 
to proceed to the State of Delaware, there to wait for further orders."* 

And, as a concluding chapter in this brief history, Ser- 
geant-Major Seymour closes his journal in these words : 

"On November 7th (1782), the Maryland and Pennsylvania troops were 
formed into two battalions or regiments, each consisting of six hundred men, 
rank and file, the eighteen months men being sent home to their respective 
States. At the same time the Delaware regiment had orders to hold them- 
selves in readiness to march home from the southward on the i6th of 
November. 

"On the same day started from head-quarters on the Ashley River for 

* Pa. Mag. Hist, and Bi<^., Vol. IX. (1885). 
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home, coming by way of Camden. Having arriTed there Norember 22, 
were detained thirteen days by orders from General Greene ; left on Decem- 
ber 5, coming by way of Salisbury, Petersbnrgh, Gaiter's Ferry, on James 
River, we arrived at Georgetown, in Maryland, January 12, 1783; left there 
the same day and arrived at Christiana Bridge on the 17th, after a march of 
seven hundred and twenty miles from encampment on Ashley River, which 
was performed with very much difficulty, our men being so very weak after 
a tedious sickness which prevailed amongst them all last sununer and falL"* 

No eulogy of the Delaware Line in the Revolution is 
needed to be added at this day. The simple recountal of 
its history and its services is sufficient, it would seem, to 
perpetuate for all time the heroism, the endurance, and the 
patriotism of its officers and its men. 

♦ Pa. Mag. Hist, and Biog., Vol. VII. (1883). 
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APPENDIX B. 



Record of Personal and Military Services of Original 

Members of Delaware State Society 

of the Cincinnati. 

Adams, Daniel Jenifer, bom at Port Tobacco, Charles 
County, Maryland, 1751; the son of Josias and Ann 
(Jenifer) Adams. Commissioned First Lieutenant Captain 
Beall's Independent Company, Maryland Militia, January 
14, 1776; Brigade-Major to General Beall, of Maryland 
"Flying Camp," August 27 to December i, 1776; Major 
Seventh Maryland Regiment, Continental Establishment, 
April I, 1777; resigned June 8, 1779. Served after war 
as Brigadier-General of Militia and Sheriff of New Castle 
County, Delaware. Elected as a delegate to the General 
Meeting of the Society of the Cincinnati in 1787. Died 
November, 1796, and buried in Old Swedes' Church, Wil- 
mington, Delaware.* 

Adams, Wiluam, son of Captain Nathan Adams, of 
Colonel John Haslet's Regiment of Delaware State Troops, 

* His portrait by Peale and certificate of membership in Society of the Cin- 
cinnati are in possession of his great-grandson, Charles Breck Adams, Fergu- 
son, St. Louis Co., Missouri. This and all the other certificates of membership 
are signed by General Washington as President, and General Knox as Secre- 
tary of the Society, and dated April 26, 1787. 
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in Continental Service (commissioned January 19, 1776, 

and died in 
service from 
wounds March 
27, 1776). His 

eldest son was admitted to membership in the Cincinnati 
under the provision of the original Institution. 

Anderson, Enoch, bom at Newport, New Castle County, 
Delaware. Commissioned Second Lieutenant Captain Stid- 
ham's Company, Colonel Haslet's Regiment of Delaware 
State Troops, in Conti- ^ 

nentol Service January 13. f^^cA^^^^^^'^' 

1776; wounded at battle V' '^ ^ ^^ 

of Long Island, N. Y., August 27, 1776; Captain, Decem- 
ber 3, 1776; transferred to Colonel Hall's Delaware 
Regiment, Continental Establishment, April 5, 1777; and 
retired from service, September — , 1778. Died March 4, 
1820. 

Anderson, Joseph, bom near Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, 
November 5, 1757. Studied law and at commencement of 
Revolution commissioned Ensign Third New Jersey Regi- 
ment, Continental Establishment, May — , 1776; Second 
Lieutenant, July 19, 1776; First Lieutenant, November 
29, 1776; Captain, October 26, 1777; transferred to First 
New Jersey Regiment, Continental Establishment, January 
I, 1781 ; retained in New Jersey Battalion, Continental Es- 
tablishment, April — , 1783; Regimental Paymaster from 
October 26, 1777, to close of war; brevetted Major, 
September 30, 1783; was also with General Sullivan in 
expedition against Iroquois Indians and present at siege of 



i 
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Yorktown. After the war he began the practice of law in 
Delaware, and in 1791 was appointed by President Wash- 
ington, Territorial Judge of the region south of the Ohio 
River, and took part as delegate from Jefferson County in 
framing 
Constitu- 
tion of 
Tennes- 
see. He was United States Senator from that State from 
1797 to 1815, and acting as President pro tempore; was 
also First Comptroller of U. S. Treasury from 1815 till his 
death, in Washington, D. C, April 17, 1837. 

Anderson, Thomas, bom in New Castle County, Dela- 

ry^ ware. Commissioned Second 

^;^^^^^2:>J^ Lieutenant Captain Lear- 

^^ month's Company, Colonel 

^ Hairs Delaware Regiment, 

Continental Establishment, September 10, 1778, and con- 
tinued to close of war. Served as Quartermaster of 
Regiment 1778-1780. 

Anderson, William, bom in New Jersey, and commis- 
sioned Ensign Fourth New Jersey Regiment, Continental 
Establishment, February 17, 1777; served to July i, 1778. 
Commissioned Ensign First New Jersey Regiment, Conti- 
nental Establishment, June 2i, 1781, and served to Novem- 
ber 3, 1783. 

Bennett, Caleb Prew, bom in Kennett Township, 
Chester County, Pennsylvania, November 11, 1758; the son 
of Joseph and Betty Bennett. Removed with parents to 
Wilmington, Delaware, in 1761, his father being a merchant 
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in the importing trade with Europe and West Indies. At 
commencement of Revolution, served one year in ranks of 
Colonel Haslet's Regiment of Delaware State Troops, in 
Continental Service, as private and First Sergeant; com- 
missioned Ensign Captain Thomas Holland's Company, 
Colonel Hall's Delaware Regiment, Continental E^stablish- 
ment, April $, 1777; wounded at battle of Germantown, 
October 4, 1777; Second Lieutenant, August 16, 1778; 
First Lieutenant Captains John Rhodes and William 
McKennan's Companies (same regiment), April, 1780, and 
served to close of war. Present at siege of Yorktown, and 
in command of battery on day Lord Comwallis surren- 
dered. Commissioned Major of Delaware State Militia 
and in command of forces at New Castle during War of 
1812-14. Treasurer of New Castle County, 1807-1832, 
when elected Governor of Delaware, and died in office. 
May 9, 1836. Buried in Friends' Cemetery, Fourth and 
West Streets, Wilmington, Delaware.* Assistant Treasurer 
of the Delaware State Society of the Cincinnati, I799.t 

Campbell, James, appointed from Delaware. Com- 
missioned Ensign Captain Enoch Anderson's Company, 
Colonel Hall's Delaware Regiment, Continental Establish- 
ment, April S, 1777; Second Lieutenant, May 21, 1778, 

* Governor Bennett was the last surviving officer of the Delaware Line. 
See obituary notices in Delaware Gazette and American Watchman^ Wil- 
mington, Delaware, May 10, 1836, and Delaware State Journal^ Wilmington, 
Delaware, same date. His certificate of membership in the Cincinnati is 
now in possession of his grandson, Calvin Smith Bennett, Greenfield Planta- 
tion, near Natchez, Mississippi. 

f See ante^ p. 26. 
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and First Lieutenant Captain Jaquett's Company (same 
regiment), 1780. Served to close of war.* 

Driskell, Joseph, bom in New York. Commissioned 
Second Lieutenant Stevens's Battalion, New York Artil- 
lery, November 9, 1776, which became part of the Third 
Regiment Artillery Corps, Continental Establishment; First 
Lieutenant, May 7, 1779. Retired from service January i, 

1783. 
Duff, Henry, bom near Newport, New Castle County, 

Delaware, the son of Colonel Thomas Duff (of Delaware 

Militia in Revolution, a prominent landowner and Justice of 

the Peace 

as well as 

Sheriff of 



the county, ) y, 

-74 z^-m 




1763-72). 'Z>-7/'Ui'^' 

Commis- ' yy 

sioned En- 
sign Colonel Hall's Delaware Regiment, Continental Estab- 
lishment, November 29, 1776; Second Lieutenant Captain 
Enoch Anderson's Company, April 5, 1777, and First 
Lieutenant Captain Learmonth's Company (same regiment), 
August 16, 1778. Served to close of the war. Died in 
New Castle County, Delaware, May — , 1789. 

Gilder, Reuben, appointed from Delaware, and served 
as Surgeon in Colonel Haslet's Regiment of Delaware 
State Troops in Continental Service until disbandment of 



* His certificate of membership in the Cincinnati is now in possession of 
the Delaware Historical Society. 
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regiment. Commissioned Surgeon Colonel Hall's Dela- 
ware Regiment, Continental Estab- 
lishment, April s, 1777, and served 
to close of war. Reuben Gilder 
afterwards appears as Captain Second Company, Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Peter L. Berry's detachment of Philadelphia 
Militia in War of 1812-14.* 

Hall, David, bom at Lewes, Sussex County, Delaware, 
January 4, 1752; the son of David and Mary (Pollock) 
Hall; lawyer by profession. Commissioned Captain, Col- 
onel Haslet's Regiment of Delaware State Troops, in 
Continental Service, January 16, 1776; Colonel Dela- 
ware Regiment, Continental Establishment, April 5, 1777. 
Wounded at battle of Germantown, October 4, 1777, and 
did not rejoin regiment, owing to disability from wound. 
Elected Governor of Delaware in 1802, and died September 

18, i8i7.t 

Haslet, Joseph, bom in Kent County, Delaware ; son of 
Colonel John Haslet, commanding regiment of Delaware 
State Troops in Continental Service (commissioned January 

19, 1776, and killed at battle of Princeton, N. J., January 3, 
^777\ Colonel Haslet was bom in Ireland, and educated 
for the Presbyterian ministry, but subsequently studied 
medicine and practised the latter profession in Kent 
County, Delaware. He was first buried in the grave-yard 
of the First Presbyterian Church, in Philadelphia, Pa.; 
but in 1 84 1 his remains were disinterred and conveyed 

* See " Penna. State Archives," Second Series, Vol. XII. 
f His certificate of membership in Society of the Cincinnati is now in pos- 
session of his great-grandson, John Herdman Walker, Wilmington, Delaware. 
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to Dover, escorted by the military of Philadelphia, and on 
July 3 were deposited, with impressive ceremonies, in the 
vault prepared for them, and a monument erected over 
them.* 

Joseph Haslet, his only son, was admitted to member- 
ship in the Cincinnati under the provision of the original 
Institution. He was a lawyer by profession, and was 
twice elected Governor of Delaware, in 181 1 and 1823, — 
an honor never conferred by the State on any other citizen. 
He died in 1823. 

HosMAN, Joseph, appointed from Delaware. Commis- 
sioned Ensign Captain Learmonth's Company, Colonel 
Hall's Delaware Regiment, Continental Establishment, 
April 5, 1777; Second Lieutenant and First Lieutenant 
Captain Purvis's Company (same regiment), August 16, 
1778, to January — , 1780. 

Hyatt, John Vance, born in New Castle County, Dela- 
ware. Commissioned Ensign Colonel Hall's Delaware 
Regiment, Continental Establishment, December 3, 1776; 
Second Lieutenant Captain Jaquett's Company (same regi- 
ment), April 5, 1777; taken prisoner, April 26, 1778; 
First Lieutenant, September 7, 1778; exchanged, March 
31, 1781 ; rejoined regiment and served in Captain Paul 
Queenault's Company to close of war. After war, was ap- 
pointed Justice of the Peace for New Castle County, Dela- 
vrare, 1785-86. Elected deacon Old Drawyer's Church 
(1790), and elder St. George's Church, New Castle County, 
Delaware, 179-. Died, and buried in yard of former 
church, 1806. 

* See Whiteley't « Revolutionary Soldiers of Delaware," pp. 14, 15. 
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Jaquett, Peter, bom on Long Hook Farm, New Castle 
County, Delaware, April 6, 1754; the son of Peter and 
Elizabeth Jaquett. Commissioned Ensign in Captain Henry 
Darby's Company, Colonel Haslet's Regiment of Delaware 
State Troops, in Continental Service, January 17, 1776; 
Second Lieutenant Colonel Hall's Delaware Regiment, 
Continental Establishment, November 27, 1776; Captain 
(in same regiment), April 5, 1777, and served to close of 
war; brevetted Major, September 30, 1783. Died on his 
farm at Long Hook, September 13, 1834, and was buried 
in Old Swedes' Church-yard at Wilmington, Delaware. 
Vice-President of the Delaware State Society of the Cin- 
cinnati from 1795 to its dissolution.* 

Jones, James, appointed from Pennsylvania, and com- 
missioned Surgeon's Mate Fourth Pennsylvania Regiment, 
Continental Establishment, February 16, 1778 (acting as 
Surgeon from 1777 to 1779); transferred to Sixth Pennsyl- 
vania Regiment, Continental Establishment, May i, 1779; 
Surgeon Fourth Pennsylvania Regiment, Continental Elstab- 
lishment, February — , 1780; retired from service, January 
I, 1 78 1. Resided in Kent County, Delaware, till death, 
April 29, 1830. 

KiDD, Charles, bom 
in Delaware. Commis- 
sioned Ensign Captain 
Jaquett's Company, Colonel Hall's Delaware Regiment, 
Continental Establishment, April 5, 1777; Second Lieu- 

* See, ante^ pp. 24-26. His certificate of membership in Society of the Cin- 
cinnati and his sword are now in possession of his grand-nephew, Samuel 
Price Jaquett, Radnor, Delaware County, Pa. 
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tenant (same regiment), September 7, 1778; First Lieuten- 
ant, 1780, and served to close of war.* 

KiRKPATRiCK, David, appointed from New York. Com- 
missioned Ensign Colonel Malcolm's Additional Continental 
Regiment, April 24, 1777; transferred to Colonel Spencer's 
Regiment, Continental Establishment, April 22, 1779; Lieu- 
tenant, April 24, 1779; retired, January i, 1781; Captain 
General Du Portail's Corps of Sappers and Miners, Conti- 
nental Establishment, July 25, 178 1; wounded at siege of 
Yorktown, October 14, 1781 ; served to June 3, 1783. Pre- 
sented with sword by Lafayette for gallantry at battle of 
Brandywine, September 11, 1777. Died in Wilmington, 
Delaware, and buried in cemetery of First Presbyterian 
Church, Market and Tenth Streets. 

Kirk WOOD, Robert, born in Mill Creek Hundred, New 
Castle County, Delaware, and was engaged in mercantile 
business at commencement of Revolution. Commissioned 
First Lieutenant Captain Henry Darby's Company, Colonel 
Haslet's Regiment of Delaware State Troops in Continental 
Service, January 17, 1776; Captain, December i, 1776; 
transferred to Colonel Hall's Delaware Regiment, Continen- 
tal Establishment, as second ranking Captain, and served 
to close of war as Senior Captain in command of Delaware 
Battalion; brevetted Major, September 30, 1783. He was 
afterwards commissioned Captain Second Regiment United 
States Infantry, March 4, 1791, and marched under General 
St. Clair in the expedition against the Indians in Ohio 

* Was related by marriage to Lieutenant-Colonel Joseph Vaughan of same 
regiment 
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Territory. He fell in the battle near Fort Recovery, and, 
refusing to retreat in the defeat the army there sustained, 
the gallant soldier fell, '' bravely sustaining his point of the 
action. It was the thirty-third time he had risked his life 
for his country, and he died as he had lived, — the brave, 
meritorious, unrewarded Kirkwood."* 

Latimer, Henry, bom at Newport, New Castle County, 
Delaware, 1752; the son of Hon. James and Sarah 
(Geddes) Latimer. Studied medicine in Philadelphia, Pa., 
and completed course by graduation at Medical Collie 
of Edinburgh, Scotland. On return home, commenced the 
practice of his profession in Wilmington ; but in 1777 was 
commissioned Surgeon in the Continental Army, and at- 
tached to what was called the Flying Hospital. Served 
with the army in all the battles in the Northern Depart- 
ment from Brandywine to Yorktown. After the war he 
returned to the practice of his profession. Was also 
elected a member of the State Legislature; also to Con- 
gress from 1793 to 1795; and in 1794 was elected United 
States Senator from Delaware for one term. Died Decem- 

* Lee's *< Memoirs of the War in the Southern Department of the United 
States." Major Kirkwood's commission as First Lieutenant Delaware State 
Troops — dated January 1 3, 1 7 76, and signed by John Hancock, President, 
and Charles Thomson, Secretary, of Congress — and his commission of Brevet 
Major, dated September 30, 1783, are now in possession of his great-grand- 
son, Newell Kirkwood Kennon, St. Clairsville, Belmont County, Ohio. His 
certificate of membership in Society of the Cincinnati is in possession of his 
grandson, General Robert H. K. Whiteley, U. S. Army (retired), who has 
deposited in the Delaware Historical Society Major Kirkwood's journal, 
kept by him through the Revolution, and also his sash stained with his 
blood. 
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ber 19, 1819, and buried in cemetery of First Presbyterian 
Church, Wilmington, Delaware.* 

Learmonth, John, bom in Sussex County, Delaware. 
Commissioned Second Lieutenant Captain David Hall's 
Company, Colonel Haslet's Regiment of Delaware State 
Troops in Continental Ser- 
vice, January 1 6, i yy^ ; First 
Lieutenant, November 28, 
1776; Captain Colonel Hall's Delaware Regiment, April 5, 
1777, and served to close of war. Was living at Lewes, 
Delaware, in November, 1804. 

McKennan, William, bom in Christiana Hundred, New 
Castle County, Delaware. His father was a clergyman, 
and preached at what is yet known as McKennan's Meet- 
ing-House. Commissioned Second Lieutenant Captain 
Thomas Kean's Company, Colonel Samuel Patterson's 
Delaware Battalion of the " Flying Camp," June or July, 
1776; Second Lieutenant, Colonel Hall's Delaware Regi- 
ment, Continental Establishment, November 29, 1776; First 
Lieutenant Captains Learmonth and Patten's Companies, 
(same regiment) April 5, 1777, and February — , 1780, 
Captain, — 1781, and served to close of war. Present at 
siege of and surrender at Yorktown, and in command of 
Delaware Detachment on return to its native State in 
January, I783.t Was first Secretary of the Delaware 

* His son, John R. Latimer, was admitted a member of the Pennsylvania 
Society (1821), elected on Standing G)nmiittee (1823-24), Assistant Treasurer 
(1835-37), Treasurer (1837-54), Vice-President (1854-55), and President 
(1855 to decease, 1865). 

f See, ante^ p. 8. 
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State Society of the Cincinnati (1784-1795).* Trustee of 
Old Drawyer's Church, 1790. Died and buried in New 
Castle County, Delaware, February — , 1803. 

McLane, Allen, bom in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, Au- 
gust 8, 1746, and removed to Kent County, Delaware, 1774. 
In 1775 was appointed Lieutenant in Colonel Caesar Rodney's 
R^ment of Delaware Militia, and in 1776 joined Washing- 
ton's army and was distinguished in actions at Long Island, 
at White Plains, Trenton, and Princeton. Commissioned 
Captain and assigned to Colonel John Patton's Additional 
Continental Regiment, January 13, 1777. His partisan com- 
pany was in service on outposts of Philadelphia, Pennsyl- 
vania, during its occupation by enemy, 1 777-1778; attached 
to Delaware Regiment, Continental Establishment, Decem- 
ber 16, 1778, and to Major Lee's Partisan Corps, July 
13, 1779; present at siege of, and surrender at, Yorktown, 
and retired from service, November 9, 1782. After the 
war was a member and Speaker of the Delaware Legis- 
lature, for six years a privy councillor, for many years 
Judge of the Court of Common Pleas and United States 
Marshal of the Delaware District from 1790 to 1798. 
Also Collector of the Port of Wilmington from 1808 to 
date of his death, which occurred May 22, 1829. Buried 
in Asbury Church cemetery, Wilmington, Delaware. After 
dissolution of Delaware State Society of the Cincinnati, he 
was transferred, on his application (1802), to membership 
in the Pennsylvania Society. Member of Standing Com- 

* See, ante^ pp. 10-24. His certificate of membership in Society of the 
Cincinnati is now in possession of his grandson, Dr. Thomas McKennan, 
Washington, Fft. 
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mittee therein (i 824-1 828) and Treasurer-General of the 
Society (i 825-1 829) * 

McWiLUAM, Stephen, bom at "Spring Garden/* the 
family residence, near New Castle, New Castle County, 
Delaware, November — , 1759; ^^ son of Captain Richard 
and Margaret (Shaw) McWilliam. Commissioned Second 
Lieutenant Cap- 
t a i n Jaquett's 
Company, Col- XL, 
onel Hall's Dela- 
ware Regiment, Continental Establishment, October 27, 
1779, and served to close of war. Appointed Paymaster 
(same regiment) 1780. Died after 1801, and buried in 
Immanuel Churchyard at New Castle, Delaware. Was 
First Assistant Treasurer of Delaware State Society of 
Cincinnati (i804).t 

Mitchell, Nathaniel, bom 1753, and resided at or near 
Laurel, Sussex County, Delaware ; was the son of James 
and Margaret (Dagworthy) Mitchell, and nephew of Gen- 
eral John Dagworthy, of Delaware. Commissioned Adju- 
tant Colonel John Dagworthy's Delaware Battalion of 
Militia, 1775 ; Captain Colonel Samuel Patterson's Delaware 
Battalion of the "Flying Camp," June to December, 1776; 
Captain Colonel William Grayson's Additional Continental 

* His grandson, Hon. Robert Milligan KcLane, is to-day President of the 
Maryland Society and also Vice-President-General of the General Society of 
the Cincinnati. 

t See ante, p. 1 1. His punch-bowl, besides many pieces of his family 
silver, articles of jewelry, papers, etc., are now in possession of his great- 
grandnephew, Thomas Dayid Pearce, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. 

5 
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Regiment, January 20, 1777; Major (same regiment) 
December 23, 1777; transferred to Colonel Nathaniel Gist's 
Additional Continental Regiment, April 22, 1779; Brigade 
Major and Inspector to General Peter Muhlenberg, 1779- 
81 ; retired from service, January i, 1781 ; prisoner of war, 
July 18, 1782, and paroled. Delegate from Delaware to 
Continental Congress, 1786-88. Governor of Delaware 
State, 1805-07. Delegate to the General Meeting of the 
Society of the Cincinnati at Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, 
May, 1787. Died at Laurel, Delaware, February 21, 18 14, 
and buried in cemetery of old Broad Creek Episcopal 
Church, near that town. 

Monro, George, bom at New Castle, New Castle 
County, Delaware, February 22, 1760; the son of George 
Monro, of Scotland, and Lydia Hall, his wife, and relative 
of Governor Hall of Delaware. Graduated from Newark 
Academy and afterwards studied medicine, graduating from 
University of Pennsylvania. Commissioned Surgeon's 
Mate in Sixth Virginia Regiment, Continental Establish- 
ment, 1779, and Hospital Surgeon, Continental Establish- 
ment, 1781 ; continued in service with Southern army to 
close of war (November, 1782). After war, went to Europe 
and attended medical schools and hospitals in London and 
Edinburgh for over two years, receiving degree of M.D. 
from latter university also. Resumed practice of profession 
and farming in New Castle County, Delaware, in 1786, and 
in 1797 removed to Wilmington, where he died October 
II, 1 8 19. Buried in Presbyterian cemetery, Market and 
Tenth Streets, in that city. Was one of the trustees of the 
Wilmington Academy and College (1803) ^md of Newark 
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Academy (18 18). Assistant Treasurer Delaware State 
Society of the Cincinnati (1788- 1799), and Treasurer from 
1799 to dissolution of the Society.* 

Moore, James, bom in Delaware. Commissioned First 
Lieutenant Captain Nathan Adams's Company, Colonel 
Haslet's Regiment of Delaware State Troops in Continental 
Service, January 19, 1776, Captain Colonel Hall's Dela- 
ware Regiment, Continental Establishment, December 2, 
1776; taken prisoner January 16, 1778; exchanged Decem- 
ber 7, 1780, and remained out of service. Was Assistant 
Treasurer of Delaware State Society of the Cincinnati 
( 1 786-1 788); Delegate to the General Meetings of the 
Society (1784, 1787, and 1788), and afterwards was Assist- 
ant Treasurer of Pennsylvania Society (i 798-1 801 ).t 

Patten, John, bom near Dover, Kent County, Delaware, 
April 26, 1746, the son of William and Ann Patten. Was 
a farmer at commencement of Revolution and commis- 
sioned First Lieutenant Captain Jonathan Caldwell's Com- 
pany, Colonel Haslet's Regiment of Delaware State Troops 
in Continental Service, January 15, 1776; senior Captain 
Colonel Hall's Delaware Regiment, Continental Establish- 
ment, November 30, 1776; Major, December 14, 1779; 
taken prisoner at battle of Camden, S. C, August 16, 1780, 
and on parole to close of war. He returned to Delaware 
after being paroled (but not exchanged) and did not rejoin 
his regiment. Served in Continental Congress (1785-86), 

* See anie^ pp. 19-26. 

f See ante^ pp. 14, 17, 20; also Winthrop Sargeant's « Journal of the Gen- 
eral Meeting of the Cincinnati, 1784." Not to be confounded with Major 
James Moore, First Pennsylvania Regiment, Continental Establishment. 
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and upon the adoption of the United States Constitution 
was elected member of the Third Congress from Delaware 
(1793-94). Subsequently elected to the Fourth Congress, 
and served till 1797. Died December 26, 1800, and buried 
in Presbyterian Churchyard at Dover, Delaware. Was 
First Vice-President of the Delaware State Society of the 
Cincinnati, and so continued until elected President (1799); 
also Delegate to General Meetings of Society of the Cin- 
cinnati (1788, 1790, 1791, and 1793).* 

Platt, John, bom m Burlington County, New Jersey, 
August 13, 1749; the son of Thomas and Sarah (Dennis) 
Platt. Removed to Wilmington prior to Revolution. 

Commissioned Lieutenant 
and Surgeon's Mate Colonel 
Hall's Delaware Regiment, 
Continental Establishment, April 5, 1777, and served to 
close of war. After the war he resided at his residence of 
"Chatham," near Wilmington, New Castle County, Dela- 
ware, till death, December — , 1823. 

Pope, Charles, bom 1748, and resided at Smyrna, Kent 
County, Delaware. At commencement of Revolution was 
a merchant. Commissioned Captain Colonel Haslet's Regi- 
ment of Delaware State Troops, in Continental Service, 
January 18, 1776. Wounded at Mamaroneck, New York, 
in attack by Colonel Haslet, commanding Delaware and 
Maryland troops, on British (resulting in defeat of enemy), 
October 21, 1776. Commissioned Lieutenant-Colonel Col- 
onel Hall's Delaware Regiment, Continental Establishment, 
April 5, 1777; resigned on account of wounds, December 

* See antt^ pp. 1 1-26. 
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I3» I779« Removed to Georgia prior to 1800, and died and 
buried on his farm in Columbia County, in that State, Feb- 
ruary 16, 1803. 

Purvis, George, bom in Delaware. Commissioned 
Second Lieutenant Captain Patten's Company, Colonel 
Hall's Delaware Regiment, Continental Establishment, 
April 5, 1777; First Lieutenant, October 15, 1777; Regi- 
mental Adjutant, August 15, 1778; Captain (same regiment) 
, and served to close of war. 

Roche, Edward, born at Passage, County Cork, Ireland, 
April 10, 1754; son of Laurence Roche. Resided in New 
Castle County, Delaware. Commissioned Second Lieu- 
tenant Colonel Hall's Delaware Regiment, Continental 
Establishment, April 5, 1777, and Paymaster (same regi- 
ment), September 10, 1778. Taken prisoner at battle of 
Camden, South Carolina, August 16, 1780. Paroled, and 
did not rejoin his regiment. After the war, resided in 
Wilmington, Delaware ; by profession a notary public and 
Justice of the Peace for nearly twenty years. Died April 6, 
1 82 1, and buried in Old Swedes' Churchyard, Wilmington, 
Delaware. Treasurer of the Delaware State Society of the 
Cincinnati from its organization to 1799, and Secretary from 
latter date to its dissolution."*" 



* See ante^ pp. 1 1-29. His portrait and sword (formerly belonging to a 
Hessian officer) are now the property of his great-grandson, William Ford 
Roche, McVeytown, Pennsylvania; his certificate of membership in the 
Society of the Cincinnati is in the possession of his great-grandson, Samuel 
Seay Roche, Nashville, Tennessee; and his commission of Justice of the 
Peace is in the possession of his grand-daughter, Mrs. Ann Eliza Larzelere, 
Tahlequah, Indian Teoritory. 
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Smith, Ebenezer Augustus, appointed Surgeon's Mate, 
and served under Hospital Surgeons James Tilton and 
George Monro of the Continental Staff. With the latter at 
camp on the Ashley River, South Carolina, in November, 
1782, and served to close of war. Resided afterwards in 
Wilmington, Delaware, engaged in the practice of his pro- 
fession ; died and buried there. Was one of the trustees of 
the old Wilmington Academy and College (1803). 

TiLTON, James, bom in Kent County, Delaware, June i, 
1745 ; the son of Thomas Tilton. Studied medicine and 
graduated from Medical Department, University of Penn- 
sylvania, M.B., 1768, and M.D., 1771. Commissioned 
Surgeon Colonel Haslet's Regiment of Delaware State 
Troops in Continental Service and served with regiment 
from January 16, 1776, to December — , 1776. Appointed 
Hospital Physician April 23, 1777; Hospital Physician and 
Surgeon, October 6, 1780, and served with army to close of 
war. After the Revolution, appointed Surgeon-General 
United States Army, June 11, 181 3, and honorably dis- 
charged June 15, 18 1 5, after termination of second war 
between United States and Great Britain. Was skilled and 
honored as a surgeon and the author of several treatises on 
medical, sanitary, and other subjects. Resided on his estate 
near Wilmington, Delaware, and died there May 14, 1822. 
Was first President of the Delaware State Society of the 
Cincinnati from its organization to 1795, and delegate to the 
General Meetings of the Society of the Cincinnati from 1784 
to 1793, when the State Society ceased to be represented.* 

* See ante, pp. 11-22. His insignia, presented by General Lafayette, is 
now the property of his grandnephew, Colonel M'LAne Tilton, U.S.M.C. 
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Twining, Nathaniel, bom in Bucks County, Pennsyl- 
vania, 1757; the son of Samuel and Mary (Jenks) Twin- 
ing, Private in First Associated Company (Associators) for 
the Township of Newtown, Bucks County, Pennsylvania, 
(Captain Francis Murray, Commanding), August 21, 1775. 
Commissioned Ensign Fourth Maryland Regiment, Con- 
tinental Establishment, December 10, 1776; Second Lieu- 
tenant, October 15, 1777, and resigjned January i, 1779. 
Having been reared in the religious belief of the Society of 
Friends, he was afterwards disowned (as his brother had also 
been) for entering the military service. Died after 1792. 

Vaughan, Joseph, bom in England and resided in or 
near Bridgeville, Sussex County, Delaware. Was engaged 
in iron business and had a furnace near Concord in the 
same County at the beginning of the Revolution. Com- 
missioned Captain Colonel Haslet's Regiment of Delaware 
State Troops in Continental Service, January 21, 1776.^ 
Major Colonel Hall's 
Delaware Regiment, 
Continental Establish- 
ment, April 5, 1777, 
and Lieutenant - Col- 
onel (same regiment), December 14, 1779. Taken prisoner 
at battle of Camden, South Carolina, August 16, 1780, with 
Major Patten and other officers of the Delaware Regiment, 
and placed on parole till close of war. After the war, he 
moved into that portion of Maryland known as " The 
Fork," a tract lying between the two branches of the Nan- 
ticoke River, and adjacent to the Delaware State line. 
Here he died, but in what year is not known. 
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APPENDIX C 



Roll of the Field, Staff, and Company Ofiicers of Col- 
onel John Haslet's Regiment of Delaware State 
Troops in Continental Service for the Month of 
January, 1776.* 

Field, 

Rank. Dats of Commission. 

Colonel, John Haslet, January 19, 1776. 

Lieutenant-Colonel, Gunning Bedford, " 19, " 

Major, Thomas Macdonough,! March 22, 1776. 



* The only roster of the regiment in existence shows the above field, s' aff, 
and company officers, — a more complete list than Mr. Whiteley was able to 
obtain. 

f John Macpherson, Esq., was elected Major of the regiment, January 19, 
1776; but was not then living, being killed by the side of General Mont- 
gomery, to whom he was acting as aid-de-camp, in the storming of Quebec, 




December 31, 1775, and before he was commissioned. Intelligence of hit 
death reached the Delaware Assembly in March, 1776, and, having recom- 
mended to Congress Thomas Macdonough to succeed Macpherson, the former 
was elected Major. 
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DATS ov Commission. 



Ramc. Staff, 

Surgeon, James Tilton, M.D. 
Chaplain, Rev. Joseph Montgomery. 
Adjutant, Thomas Holland. 
Quartermaster, Robert Bail. 

First Company. 
Captain, Joseph Stidman (Stidham ?), 
First Lieutenant, Lewis Howell, 
Second Lieutenant, Enoch Anderson, 
Ensign, Thomas Holland, 

Second Company, 
Captain, Jonathan Caldwell, 
First Lieutenant, John Patten, 
Second Lieutenant, George McCall, 
Ensign, James Stevens, 

Third Company. 
Captain, David Hall, 
First Lieutenant, Jonathan Harney,* 
Second Lieutenant, John Learmonth, 
Ensigfn, Cord Hazzard, 

Fourth Company. 
Captain, Henry Darby, 
First Lieutenant, Robert Kirkwood, Jr., 
Second Lieutenant, William PoPHAM,t 
Ensign, Peter Jaquett, Jr., 



* Reported killed at battle on Long Island, August 27, 1776. This name 
is frequently spelled Genethen Harney. 

t Afterwards President of New York State Society of Cincinnati, and 
President-General of the General Society, 1844, to date of death (1847)* 
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Fifth Company. 

Rank. 

Captain, Charles Pope, 

First Lieutenant, James Wells, 

Second Lieutenant, Alexander Stuart 

(Stewart ?) Jr., * 
Ensign, John Willson, 

Sixth Company. 

Captain, Nathan Adams,! 
First Lieutenant, James Moore, 
Second Lieutenant, James Gordon, 
Ensign, Thomas Nixon, Jr., 

Seventh Company. 

Captain, Samuel Smith, 

First Lieutenant, John Dickson, 

Second Lieutenant, James Macdonough, Jr., 

Ensign, Abram Carty, 

Eighth Company. 

Captain, Joseph Vaughan, 

First Lieutenant, Joseph Truitt (or Frint) " 

Second Lieutenant, John Perkins, 

Ensign, William Vaughan,^ 

* Reported killed at battle on Long Island, August 27, 1776. 
f Died in service, March 27, 1776. His son, William Adams, was an 
original member of the Delaware Cincinnati, bjr right of representation of his 
/ father. 

\ Died in service, March 22, 1777. 
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APPENDIX D. 



Roll of Field, Staff and Company Officers of the Del- 
aware Regiment of Foot, on the Continental Es- 
tablishment, Commanded by Colonel David Hall, 
on the arrangement of April 5, 1777. (Original Roll, 
by Caleb P. Bennett, in archives of the Delaware 
State Society of the Cincinnati.) 

Field and Staff. 

Colonel, David Hall. 
Lieutenant-Colonel, Charles Pope. 
Major, Joseph Vaughan. 
Adjutant, John Lucas.* 
Pa)m[iaster, Edward RocHE,t 
Quartermaster, James Trusam.* 
Surgeon, Reuben Gilder. 
Surgeon's Mate, John Platt. 

* Whiteley, in his " History of Revolutionary Soldiers of Delaware," states 
George Purvis as Adjutant and Thomas Anderson as Quartermaster, at this 
period. 

James Trusam or Tresham, was afterwards Adjutant, Colonel Henry 
Neill's Regiment, 1780. See Appendix F. 

t The writer adds that Edward Roche was appointed Lieutenant and 
Paymaster, August, 1778, Thomas Anderson was appointed Lieutenant and 
Quartermaster in 1778, Stephen Mc William was appointed ditto in 1780, and 
John Vaughan was appointed ditto in 1780. 
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First Company. 

Captain, John Patten. 
First Lieutenant, Genkthan Harney.* 
Second Lieutenant, George Purvis. 
Ensign, Benjamin McLane. 

Second Company, 

Captain, Robert Kirkwood. 
First Lieutenant, Alexander Stewart.* 
Second Lieutenant, Paul Queenault. 
Ensig^n, John Betson. 

Third Company. 

Captain, James Moore. 
First Lieutenant, John Willson. 
Second Lieutenant, James Bratton, 
Ensign, Thomas Berry. 

Fourth Company. 

Captain, Enoch Anderson. 
First Lieutenant, John Corse. 
Second Lieutenant, Henry Duff. 
Ensign, James Campbell. 

Fifth Company, 
Captain, Thomas HoLLAND.f 



* Whiteley reports these officers as killed at the battle on Long Island, 
August 27, 1776. 

f Killed at battle of Germantown, r 
Pennsylvania, October 4, 1777. 
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First Lieutenant, John Rhodes. 
Second Lieutenant, Caleb Brown. 
Ensign, Caleb P. Bennett. 

Sixth Company. 

Captain, John Learmonth. 
First Lieutenant, William McKennan. 
Second Lieutenant, Griffith Jordan. 
Ensign, Joseph Hosman. 

Seventh Company. 

Captain, Cord Hazzard.* 
First Lieutenant, Daniel Powell Cox. 
Second Lieutenant, Joseph Wilds. 
Ensign, Elijah Skillington. 

Eighth Company. 

Captain, Peter Jaquett. 
First Lieutenant, Richard Wilds. 
Second Lieutenant, John V. Hyatt. 
Ensign, Charles Kidd. 

* « Captain Cord Hazzard was stiU living when I last heard from him (in 
1825). He resigned his commission in March, 1778, owing to the loss of his 
hearing by the bursting of a shell at Mud Island during the attack." — C. P. B. 

Note. — ^" Those comprise the whole appointments made in the Delaware 
Regiment from 1777 till the peace 1783.'' — C. P. B. 



I 

i 
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APPENDIX E. 



April 


5, ^711- 


April 


5. ^m- 


April 


5. ^m- 


August 


15, 1778, 



Roll of the Field, Staff, and other Officers of the Dela- 
ware Regiment of Foot, commanded by Colonel 
David Hall, for the month of February, 1780. 

Field and Staff. 

RAifK. Datb of Original Comnssioir. 

Colonel, David Hall, 

Lieutenant-Colonel, Charles Pope, 

Major, Joseph Vaughan, 

Adjutant, George Purvis, 

Pa)miaster, Edward Roche, September 10, 1778. 

Quartermaster, Thomas Anderson, September 10, 1778. 

Surgeon, Reuben Gilder, April 5, 1777. 

Surgeon's Mate, John Platt, April 5, 1777. 

First Company. 
Captain, John Patten, November 30, 1776. 

First Lieutenant, William McKennan, April 5, 1777. 

Second Lieutenant, Elijah Skilling- 

TON, September 8, 1778. 

Second Company, 

Captain, Robert Kirkwood, December i, 1776. 

First Lieutenant, Daniel P. Cox, April 5, 1777, 

Second Lieutenant, Charles Kidd, September 7, 1778. 
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Third Company, 

Raitk. Datx of Ohxginal Commission. 

Captain, John Learmonth, April 5, 1777. 

First Lieutenant, Henry Duff, August 16, 1778. 

Second Lieutenant, Thomas Anderson, September 10, 1778. 

Fourth Company, 

Captain, Peter Jaquett, April 5, 1777. 

First Lieutenant, James Campbell, April 5, 1777. 
Second Lieutenant, Stephen McWil- 

LiAM, October 27, 1779. 

Fifth Company, 

Captain, John Willson, March i, 1777. 

First Lieutenant, Paul Queenault, January 26, 1778. 
Second Lieutenant, Edward Roche, September 10, 1778. 

Sixth Company. 

Captain, John Corse, March i, 1779. 

First Lieutenant, Caleb Brown, September 10, 1778. 

Second Lieutenant, 

Seventh Company. 

Captain, John Rhodes, December 4, 1776. 

First Lieutenant, Caleb P. Bennett, August 16, 1778. 
Second Lieutenant, 

Eighth Company. 

Captain, George Purvis, October 15, 1777. 

First Lieutenant, Joseph Hosman, August 16, 1778. 
Second Lieutenant, Joseph Hosman, 



8o 
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APPENDIX R 



Roll of Officers of the Delaware Regiment, raised by 
an Act of the General Assembly of the Delaware 
State, and passed at Dover, the 21st day of June, 
1780, commanded by Colonel Henry Neill and ap- 
pointed to serve in the Army of the United States 
until the ist day of November. (Mustered at Phila- 
delphia, and pay commencing from the loth day of 
July. Discharged the 28th day of October, 1780.) 



Rahk. 



Field and Staff. 



Lieutenant-Colonel, Henry Neill, 
Major, James Mitchell, 
Quartermaster, John West, 
Surgeon, Robert Wilcox, 
Adjutant, James Tresham,* 



Datb of CoKMissioir. 

July 8, 1780. 
July 8, 1780. 
July ID, 1780. 
August 5, 1780. 
July 31, 178a 



CaptaiTis, 

1. Simon Wilmer Wilson. 

2. Charles Nixon. 

3. Hugh McCracken. 

4. George Smith. 

5. William Clement. 

6. William Moore. 



* Sec Note, p. 75. 




SOCIETY OF THE CINCINNATL 8 1 



APPENDIX G. 



Roll of Officers of Colonel Samuel Patterson's Dela- 
ware Battalion of the ''Flying Camp," to serve 
until December xst, 1776. 

Colonel, Samuel Patterson.* 
Lieutenant-Colonel, George Latimer. 
Captain, William Moody. 
Captain, Joseph Caldwell.! 
Captain, Thomas Kean.^ 
Captain, James Dunn. 
Captain, Thomas Skilungton. 
Captain, Matt. Manlove. 
Captain, John Woodgate. 
Captain, Nathaniel Mitchell.§ 

* Afterwards Brigadier-General of Delaware State Milita. 

f There were two Captains Caldwell in the service of Delaware, the above- 
named and Jonathan Caldwell 
of Colonel Haslet's Regiment; 
the latter of the two being the 
originator, it is said, of the 
term "Blue Hen's Chickens" as applied to the Delaware soldiers in the 
Revolution. 

X Afterwards a member of the Delaware State Society of the Cincinnati. 
Bom 1747 and died 1802. Buried in Presbyterian cemetery, Market and 
Tenth Streets, Wilmington, Delaware. 

{ Afterwards Bifajor in Grayson's and Gist's Additional Continental Regi- 
ments and a member of the Delaware State Society of the Cincinnati. See 

Record of Officers, Appendix B. 

6 
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APPENDIX H. 



Roll of Officers of Captain Allen McLane's Partisan 
Company of Foot in the Service of the United 
States for the months of March, April, May, and 
June, 1779. 

COKimSZORBO. 

Captain, Allen McLane, January 13, 1777. 

First Lieutenant, A. M, Dunn, " 13, " 

Second Lieutenant, William Jones,* " 13, " 

* Killed at Wyoming, April 17, 1779. 
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APPENDIX I. 



Roll of Officers of Veteran Corps of Delaware (com- 
posed of Officers and Soldiers of the Revolution, 
and disbanded after i8oa). 

Captain, Allen McLane. 
First Lieutenant, Edward Roche. 
Second Lieutenant, George Monro. 
Third Lieutenant, David Kirkpatrick. 

Reorganized as a Veteran Home-Guard for defence of 
Wilmington, Delaware, on proclamation of war by the 
United States with Great Britain, June 18, 181 2. 

Captain, Allen McLane. 

First Lieutenant, Peter Jaquett. 

Second Lieutenant, Edward Roche. 

Third Lieutenant, David Kirkpatrick. 

Surgeons. 

Dr. James Tilton. 

Dr. George Monro. 

Dr. Ebenezer Augustus Smith. 



84 HISTORY OF THE DELAWARE STATE 



APPENDIX K. 



FUNERAL ORATION 



ON THE DEATH OF 



GEN. GEORGE WASHINGTON. 



FUFAHSD AT THB ftBQUIST OV THB SOCUTY OF CINCINNATI OF THB STATB OF DBLAWAMB, 
AND rSONOUNCBD AT WILMINGTON ON THX SaD DAY OF FXBKUAXT, s800. 



BY 

EDWARD ROCHE, 

Secretaiy of the Society. 



Cultivate the Virtues of your Fathers, 

Valour, truth and temperance and justice. 

Who shall dare, if thus renew'd, ye feel 

Your innate dignity; when bold to act, 

And clear to penetrate, ye know the force 

And worth of Independence; who shall dare. 

By open violence, or insiduous guile, 

Provoke your vengeance. 

— Richardson. 



WILMINGTON. 

PRINTED AT THB FRANKLIN PRESS, 

BY JAMES WILSON. 

1800. 




(^ 
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A SKETCH OP THE FUNERAL PROCESSION. 

On the 22d of February last, being the day recom- 
mended by Congress for psying a tribute of grateful re- 
spect to the memory of George Washington, a large 
Concourse of citizens assembled in the borough of Wil- 
mington, impressed with one common sentiment of respect 
and veneration for the many virtues of our departed Hero. 

A procession was formed at the Town-Hall, in the fol- 
lowing order : — 

1. Captain Israel's Company of Artillery, from Christiana- 
Bridge, in uniform. 

2. Captain Darragh's Company of Infantry, from New- 
Castle, in uniform. 

3. Captain Elliot's Company of Infantry, of Wilmington, 
in uniform. 

4. Detachment of In&ntry of the United States, com- 
manded by Captain Peyton. 

5. Military Music. 

6. Clergy. 

7. Sixteen young Ladies, dressed in white, each repre- 
senting a State, by bearing its name on a black sash, and 
carrying a sprig of laurel in the outside hand. 

8. Vocal Music— eight young Ladies, dressed in white, 
wearing a black ribbon on the left arm. 
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9. Black Banner, borne by a Member of the Cincinnati, 
dressed in black. 

Inscribed — " George Washington — We deplore his deaths* 
Reverse ; — An Eagle, Liberty and Independence.* 

10. President of the Cincinnati and Orator of the Day, 
followed by the Members. 

11. Citizens above 45 years of age, who served during 
the Revolutionary war, either in a civil or military capacity. 

12. Officers, civil and military, of the United States and 
of this State. 

13. Citizens, not included in the above description. 

About 12 o'clock, the procession, thus formed, pro- 
ceeded thro' the principal streets to the Second Presby- 
terian Church, where the ladies deposited their laurels on a 
table in front of the pulpit, each pronouncing these words : 
" Sacred to the memory of Washington — we deposit this laurel 
as an emblem of his never-dying fame ^^ The banner being 
reclined against the pulpit, and the audience composed, 

* The emblem of the Order of the Cincinnati and the motto of the Dela- 
ware State ; also the present seal of the Delaware Society of the Qncinnati. 
(See back of title-page.) 

This same legend, ** Liberty and Independence," was not added to the 
Great Seal of Delaware until more than twenty years after the above date, 
as may be readily seen by inspection of the seals of that period; although 
Hon. Peter Robinson, former Secretary of State, says, in a letter dated July 
4, 1 816, that it was first used in that year. It would appear, therefore, in 
either case, and in absence of proof to the contrary, that the Delaware Cin- 
cinnati Society has the honor of being the originator of the Staters motto, 
(See, also, Every Evening and Daily Commercial^ Wilmington, Delaware, 
March 23 and 28, 1895.) 
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the Ode, prefixed to this oration, was sung by the afore- 
mentioned singers and a number of gentlemen ; after which 
the Rev. Francis A. Latta addressed the Throne of Grace 
in a very pertinent and pathetic prayer. 

Captain Roche then pronounced the following Oration. 
A funeral Anthem concluded the solemnity ; and the pro- 
cession returned, in the same order they came, to the Town- 
Hall, and separated. 
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STANZAS. 

For dM Twenty-SecoDd of Pcbniaiyt x8oo. 

BY MR. COLEMAN. 

Behold the important day appears. 
Devoted erst to joy and mirth; 
The day which Liberty reveres, 
Which gave Columbia's Hero birth. 

But now, alas, his natal day, 
To general mourning consecrate, 
Awakes the melancholy lay, 
In sad remembrance of his fate. 

For Washington, illustrious Sage, 
Ordained by Heaven our rights to save 
From tyranny's vindictive rage. 
Mature in glory, seeks the grave. 

Ye hoary Sages of the land. 
Who saw the Hero's first career; 
Whose counsels nerved his mighty hand. 
Thro* war's tempestuous tide to steer — 

You saw him freedom's banner wave. 
And thousands rally at the sight, 
Britannia's myrmidons to brave. 
And triumph in the sanguine fight — 

Heave from each reverend breast a sigh. 
Sacred to your departed Chief, 



\ 
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While sadness sits in every eye, 
And speaks a grateful nation's grief. 

Ye Veterans brave, in dangers dire, 
Who saw him lift his dauntless form, 
And every breast with valour fire, 
To meet the battle's deathful storm — 

With filial veneration pay 
Due honors to your Leader's name; 
United tune the plaintive lay. 
And celebrate his deathless fame. 

Ye Matrons grave and blooming Fair, 
In whom the tender virtues reign. 
To His loved memory drop a tear, 
Who saved you from oppression's chain. 

Ye generous Youths, whose bosoms swell 
With emulation at the name, 
Still on his peerless virtues dwell. 
And trace his footsteps up to fame. 

For us he traced Columbia's shore. 
To various ills and death expos'd ; 
For us the cares of empire bore ; 
For us a life of glory closed. 

Still shall his name, to freedom dear. 
Wake virtuous deeds and thoughts refined; 
And grateful recollection rear 
His monument in every mind. 
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FUNERAL ORATION.* 

I 

Fellow-Citizens, 

The Society of the Cincinnati of Delaware, advance to 
contribute their part in the public testimonials of sorrow 
for the death, and honor of the memory, of the late 
illustrious Commander in Chief of the Armies of the United 
States. 

Tho' our members are few, and our means may be weak, 
yet, when it is remembered that the distinguished Hero 
whose death is deplored, was our Leader in War, our 
President in Peace; and the practical illustrator of those 
virtues which we profess to cherish and inculcate — ^we trust 
it will be allowed, however deficient we may be in expres- 
sion, that our feelings are strongly interested. 

The part of Orator, upon this awful and important occa- 
sion, has been deputed to me. If an ardent and honest 
zeal, could compensate for inexperience and very limited 
abilities, I should expect to command your attention : but 
feeling as I do most sensibly, how unequal my talents are 
to the great subject before me, I must earnestly solicit, what 
I am certain I shall much need, your kind and candid 
indulgence. 

Mr, President^ Brethren and Fellow-CUizens^ 

The truly eminent and illustrious Hero and Patriot, Gen- 

■ ■ ■ 

* The quaint orthogniphy, arrangement of sentences and punctuation of 
the foUowing oration, are exact copies of the original. 
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eral George Washington, whose death we now deplore, 
was the Friend, the Father, of his Country; the kind 
encourager and supporter of Virtue ; and the protector of 
millions. He was the shield and sword of America; — in 
him our most sanguine hopes of public good were real- 
ized; — by him our greatest fears of political evil were 
hushed. 

Whatever the imagination can conceive of great and 
good, of awful and sublime in human nature, may be justly 
ascribed to his character. His was intrinsic grandeur. 
Great in himself, he shone like a Pharos, fixed upon the 
immovable and impregnable rock of virtue, to direct us 
into the fair ports of Peace, Liberty and Safety. In the 
expressive language of the inimitable Shakespeare : 

" He was a combination and a form indeed, where every 
god did seem to set his seal to give the world assurance 
of his worth.'' 

The remembrance of the various relations in which he 
stood and acted, as Hero, Patriot, Statesman, Citizen, Hus- 
band, Father, Son and Brother — ^his undaunted Courage, 
his inflexible Virtue, his superior Wisdom and his important 
Services, excite such uncommon sensations and press with 
such force upon the mind, when we consider the magnitude 
of our loss, that imagination sinks under the mighty im- 
pression. Language is too weak, all customary modes 
and forms of grief too poor and too trifling, to give utter- 
ance to the solemn and deep sensation of our complicated 
woe. — It imposes an awful and an agonizing Silence ! 

In the first paroxism of public grief, if we had been 
guilty of some excesses — ^if, " overstepping the modesty of 



91 HISTORY OF THE DELAWARE STATE 

nature/' and the dignity of republicans — ^we had spoken or 
acted, in the opinion of abstract reason, absurd or indis- 
creet, the world might pity, but could not condemn us. 

But now, my Brethren and Fellow-Citizens, when we 
have had leisure to reason and reflect, when the hurry and 
tumult of our affections have had time to subside, let us 
endeavor to withdraw our thoughts from the melancholy 
and afflicting part of the subject, and, with a proper reliance 
on Providence — ^with a manly and decent sense of our loss 
— ^and a due respect for the honour of the deceased — ^let us 
endeavor to draw from it some consolation and useful in- 
struction. It is highly fertile in both. 

Our beloved Washington lived long enough for his 
country — he lived long enough for his own glory. His 
fame arrived at maturity, full and round, and fair — ^he has 
dropped into the bosom of eternity. I dare not attempt to 
withdraw the veil that hides eternity from the eyes of men ; 
but I indulge a most lively hope, that his useful labors, and 
his virtuous life, have ensured to his pure spirit a welcome 
reception in the mansions of eternal bliss and the highest 
approbation of Heaven ! 

With this hope my Brethren and Fellow-Citizens, let us 
endeavor to change our griefs into joy. 

Ought we not greatly to exult, that our country has 
produced the fairest and grandest example of Virtue, 
Patriotism and Honor, in the character of our late illus- 
trious President, that history has yet recorded ? — What may 
have been the merits and virtues of the first Heroes and 
Statesmen which Greece produced after it was colonized by 
Egjrpt, I know not : their characters have been transmitted 
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to US SO shrouded with fable and obscured by allegory, that 
we can have no very definite idea of them ; but the annals 
of mankind, so far as they can be traced with accuracy 
and understood with perspicuity, afford no parallel to our 
WASHINGTON. 

Monarchs of the world ! turn over the pages of his life, 
and irradiate your brows with the lustre of his Virtues ! 

Popular Leaders! learn from his life, that all ambition 
which has not for its basis private virtue and for its end pub- 
lic good, is ruinous to society and defeats its own purposes. 

The life of our matchless Chief forms a new aera in the 
political world: the pomp and power of Kings, the triumphs 
of Conquerors, the pageantry of State and the pride of An- 
cestry, are all obscured by the radiance of his glory. 

" His glory," to use the correct language of Mr. Addi- 
son, '' is impregnable ; all the assailants of his renown do 
but shew their impatience of its brightness, without throw- 
ing the least shade upon it. All that can be offered against 
it is rumor; which is too short-lived to stand in competi- 
tion with its glory, which is everlasting." 

How consoling is the hope that the memory of his ser- 
vices and virtues will live and be a grand and powerfully 
stimulating example, to the present and future ages, of 
every virtuous and patriotic duty. 

Happy People ! who have been favored by Heaven with 
the presence and example of such exalted Virtue, to pre- 
serve, direct and enlighten you I 

Worthy Hero! to have commanded the generous con- 
fidence, the grateful plaudits and the unfeigned sorrows of 
a free and virtuous People ! 
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From the earliest period of his manhood, our Washing- 
ton was marked by the penetrating eye of observation, as 
having something in his appearance more than usual to 
recommend him. He was above the common stature, well 
proportioned, a manly figure, with features strongly marked. 
But it was not these alone which so particularly attracted 
notice — ^with these alone, he might have been "only the 
greatest wrestler on the green." It was the seal of Heaven, 
impressed by his principles and his virtues, which gave 
lustre to his countenance and dignity to his manners. It 
was the brightness of his pure mind, emanating thro' the 
mass which enclosed it, that drew from the wise observers 
of human nature the presages of his future greatness and 
worth. 

Near the banks of the Monongahela, our Hero gave 
to the world the first proofs of that uncommon presence of 
mind and strong military genius, which fulfilled in part the 
predictions in his favor and which afterwards made him 
be considered as the hope and bulwark of America. 

There surrounded by the wily Indians, who lay in am- 
bush to receive him, the obstinate and unfortunate Brad- 
dock, fell a victim to his own temerity. 

His troops, close wedged in ranks, agreeably to the 
tactics of Europe, fell under the well-directed fire of the 
unseen Indians. Terror, rout, despair and death, flew 
rapidly along their ranks. The Indian yell, dreadfully 
triumphant, echoed from hill to hill ; and the horrid toma- 
hawk began to close the scene of death and carnage which 
their fire had commenced, — ^when Washington, (then low 
in command and whose advice to Braddock previous to 
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the action had been haughtily rejected), rushes to the con- 
flict and placing himself with a few Virginians, between 
the Indians and Europeans, he commands respect, restores 
order, banishes despair, covers the retreat and saves the 
renmant of the army from the cruel triumphs of the savage 
foe. 

Upon the commencement of the War between Great 
Britain and America, he is called by the unanimous voice 
of Congress to command the armies of his country. 

Already had the virtuous and patriotic sons of New 
England opposed with vigor the well-trained veterans of 
Britain, upon the heights above Boston. 

Here our Hero hastes, and adding by his presence the 
dignity of system, the force of discipline and the wisdom 
of experience, to the native courage of injured and incensed 
Freemen, he in a short time confines the insolence and 
ravages of the foe within the narrow bounds of Boston; 
and from thence, by judicious dispositions, without risking 
his army, he at length dislodges them. 

Baffled and disappointed here, the enemy with a for- 
midable army, under the command of leaders of distin- 
guished military fame, land on Long Island; determined 
by seizing New York and the passes on the North River, 
to separate the northern from the southern States, and 
reduce us to unconditional submission. Our hasty-raised, 
undisciplined and ill-provided troops, yield to the discipline, 
numbers and gallantry of the well-appointed and veteran 
foe. Defeat follows defeat Long Island, New York, 
White Plains, Fort Washington, witness the triumphs of 
our enemies ; — and tho' the wisdom and valor of our Hero 
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is eminently displayed in all the trying difficulties that 
assail him, he is overborne by the peculiar circumstances 
under which his army was formed and the superior force 
of the Britons. Our armies fly and diminish before the 
march of the enemy across New Jersey. 

The warmest advocates for American Independence 
almost despair. Patriotism seems paralized. — ^The Dela- 
ware river opposes the first effectual barrier to the sue* 
cessful progress of the foe. 

Here our Hero finally makes a stand, attended only by 
the miserable remains of an army, almost naked, ill-pro- 
vided and dispirited ; apparently deserted by their country 
and with little hope of succor; God, and the justice of 
their cause, their chief support 

This, this was the time to try men's souls. — Firm and 
undaunted, his penetrating genius, piercing thro' the thick 
glooms that surround him, saw in bright perspective, the 
future fortunes that await. Superior to clouds and storms 
and all the frowning horrors of a rigorous winter, he medi- 
tates the blow which, in this important crisis, was to decide 
the fate of our country. 

It was night — ^the Delaware lay between him and the foe 
— ^its waters, swol'n by preceding rains and charged with 
ice, rushed impetuously down its channel and crashed on 
the shores with terrific and sounding violence, making the 
darkness most horrible. — ^Unappalled by the terrors of the 
stream — ^insensible to the severity of the weather and un- 
awed by the veteran skill of the enemy, he, with his hardy 
little band, trained in the school of misfortune, crosses the 
river. 
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The veteran Legions of Germany, posted at Trenton, fall 
victims to the rapid, vigorous and well-concerted attack, or 
throw down their arms in despair and are made captive. 

Triumphant, our Hero re-crosses the river, with near 
one thousand Hessians in his train, sad but convincing wit- 
nesses of his military skill and vigor. 

A small reinforcement of militia from Pennsylvania and 
Delaware now arrive. — (Gallant and Heroic men ! may your 
gray hairs, if any of you yet live, be honored and may you 
find shelter from the bleak winds of poverty in the bosom 
of your country!) — Our gallant Chief again crosses the 
river and takes post with his army at Trenton. 

The enemy, with superior force, approach the town, which 
he is obliged to abandon. 

Here, by one of the grandest military manoeuvres that 
ever decided the fate of empire, he defeats the foe and 
snatches from their grasp what they had already counted a 
sure victory. 

The morning sun had hardly banished the shadows of 
the night, under whose cover our Washington had saved 
his little army from the impending and apparently unavoid- 
able ruin which threatened it at Trenton, before it saw him 
victorious over the valiant veterans of Britain, on the fields 
of Princeton. 

The infant Genius of America, who but a few days before, 
with drooping wing cowered down and wailed in the wintry 
blasts that swept the shores of Delaware — ^now exulting 
soars aloft, beating with strong pinions the surrounding air; 
and from North to South is heard her voice — Americans / 
You shall be free ! 

7 



98 HISTORY OF THE DELAWARE STATE 

From Princeton, our Hero crosses the country and takes 
post on the commanding heights near Morristown, here 
collecting and concentrating the scattered hopes of his 
country, he bounds the ravages and represses the triumphs 
of the enemy; from here, by well-timed movements, by 
judicious marches and counter-marches of his main army, 
he eludes a general engagement, while he fortifies the im- 
portant passes of the North-River and covers the country. 
By the most prudent and well-directed applications of the 
principles of the Petit-Guerre^ he annoys the posts and em- 
barrasses the movements of the enemy's army, and by small 
detachments and parties, cutting oflf their supplies, he at 
length forces them to abandon every position they had 
taken in the interior of the country and shelter themselves 
in New York, under the protection of their fleets and strong 
fortresses. 

The enemy now change the scene of action, foiled in 
their attempts to cut off the communication of the northern 
from the southern States. 

A blow must be struck at our vitals. Ignorant, they are 
yet to learn that the strength and spirit of a true republic 
is not confined to one part, but exists in every part. 

They land in force near Elkton, in Maryland, and advance 
with hasty marches towards Philadelphia. — Our valiant and 
prudent Chief, with his small but heroic army, opposes their 
passage across the Brandywine. 

At Chadd's-ford, the battle rages. There the Britons are 
made to feel the force of the American cannon and the 
river is dyed with blood. Our hardy veterans, trained and 
inured to battle, and rendered superior to misfortune and 
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defeat by the great example of their Chief, who was every- 
where present, from morning until the sun began to sink in 
the west, gallantly defended the passes of the river. Out- 
flanked at length by superior numbers, they are compelled 
to retreat, and victory is to the Britons. — But it was a vic- 
tory, such as Washington sometimes would give them ; a 
victory attended with all the evils of a defeat and which 
only facilitated their ruin. 

Philadelphia, contrary to the opinions of short-sighted 
politicians, who are not unfrequently loud and numerous, is 
left undefended by our prudent Chief — he is suspected, he 
is censured ; as if the fate of our country depended on the 
possession of that city. Conscious of his integrity, his 
elevated soul, superior to the clamors of the moment, 
adheres with the dignity of wisdom and the firmness of 
probity, to that line of conduct which his sagacious and 
penetrating mind had discovered to be best ; leaving to time 
and future circumstances, to justify it. 

The British enter peaceably into the city ; but they have 
hardly more than tasted the pleasures and luxuries of this 
American Capua, when Washington proves how fallacious 
were the hopes they had formed from the possession of it, 
and how very uncertain was the tenure by which they 
held it. 

The thunder of the American cannon bursts on the fields 
of Germantown, and is reverberated thro' the streets of 
Philadelphia. Our gallant veterans, inspired by the heroic 
ardor and directed by the wisdom of their Washington, 
carry death into the ranks of the British army on the points 
of their bayonets. The Britons fall — they fly — their camp 
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is stormed and the American ensigns wave in it triumphant. 
Confusion and despair preside in the hosts of Britain and 
the city is about to be abandoned. A considerable number 
of the fugitives, pressed in their flight, throw themselves 
hastily into a house, strongly posted. This retards the 
successful progress of our hitherto victorious army and the 
Britons have time to rally. Dreadful was the conflict 
Now the peculiar felicity of the military genius of our Hero, 
which ranks him above all the military leaders who have 
preceded him in point of time, is brilliantly exemplified. 

Victory may be purchased too dear, and the honor of the 
field cannot compensate for the eflusion of blood which may 
be lavished to obtain it. Tho' victory is certain, his cool 
and comprehensive mind views at a glance, the sacrifice it 
requires. 

He orders a retreat, leaving the ground to the Britons, 
and returns really victorious, with little comparative loss, to 
his original position near White-marsh. 

The sanguine expectations of the enemy from the pos- 
session of Philadelphia being eflectually blasted, and awed 
by the evidently superior talents of Washington and the 
experienced valor of his now veteran army, they abandon 
the city in haste and march thro' New-Jersey, in order to 
take shelter again in New- York. Our Hero, attentive to 
all their movements, is soon upon their rear ; they are 
harassed and ofler him battle on the plains of Monmouth. 
Our gallant veterans rush to the charge, — the field and 
victory are ours. 

Here Washington establishes a fact, till then denied in 
the British, and even doubted by some in the American 
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army: that is — that the grenadiers of Britain could be 
made to tremble and fly at the gleam of the American 
bayonet. A fact that I trust you, my fellow-citizens, whose 
military appearance bespeaks you prepared for the defence 
of your country, will, if occasion should offer, amply verify. 

Nay, were it extended, and instead of the grenadiers of 
Britain, if we say the chosen troops of combined Europe, 
should they dare to invade our peaceful soil, shall be made 
to tremble and fly at the gleam of the American bayonet. 

Farther to trace the sublime paths of honor and virtue 
in which our much-beloved Hero and Statesman trode; 
to delineate with precision the actions of his life; to re- 
capitulate his many and distinguished services in peace 
and in war, in the field and in the cabinet ; and to decorate 
them with that glowing and elegant language which the 
subject demands; comports not either with my leisure or 
my abilities. 

To many of you, my Brethren and Fellow-Citizens, it 
would be unnecessary. You have been eye-witnesses and 
partakers of his misfortunes and his triumphs. You have 
seen him in those awful and critical situations that try 
men's souls. You have seen him terrible to the enemies 
of your country in the field of battle — calm and unmoved, 
sustaining the severest pressure of misfortune and defeat 
— humane and modest when triumphant — unassuming in 
the retired shades of private citizenship ; and pre-eminently 
wise, great and good when invested with the presidential 
authority. No force of eloquence, or power of description, 
can make a deeper impression of his worth than is already 
imprinted on your minds. 
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But could I command the eloquence of a Demosthenes, 
and the extensively sublime imagination of a Milton, I 
would stamp the bright images of our Hero's character 
upon the hearts of my younger fellow-citizens, the bloom- 
ing hopes of our country. I would enforce them to ad- 
mire, to imitate and plant his virtues in their minds. As 
it is, let it suffice that I have endeavored, with a rude pencil 
and unsteady hand, to sketch some of the most prominent 
features of his character and touch some of the stronger 
outlines of his military actions. 

I leave the subject in able hands. Our country, which 
has produced a Washington, has not failed to produce 
orators, poets and historians, who with a grand and steady 
pencil can draw the strong as well as the fine outlines of 
his life and finish it with all that bold and elegant relitvo 
it so eminently merits. 

When I consider the character, the conduct and the 
fortunes of our late illustrious Chief — when I revolve in 
my mind the series of events which have happened within 
the last twenty years; and thence take a retrospect into 
the volumes of antiquity, I cannot avoid fancying I hear 
a voice resounding from the deep abyss of time in which 
nations and ages, now no more, are plunged; and in 
accents loud enough to be heard and in language too plain 
to be misunderstood, saying : 

Citizens of America! 

National happiness and national virtue, are inseparably 
connected. — Despair not that your Washington is no 
more : — Continue to deserve the fevor of Heaven. Adore 
the Almighty — venerate and encourage religion. 
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Let the maxims and virtues of Washington be your 
standards of political truth and worth. 

Patronize merit — honor virtue. Place a generous con- 
fidence, worthy of true republicans, in those whom you 
appoint to rule over you. 

Thus, tho' your Washington is dead, his virtues will 
live. They will rise with the occasion for them, and be 
displayed in the field, in the senate and in the cabinet. 

But, as if unforewamed by the past and blind to the 
future, you forget the Almighty Hand that raised you to 
your present state of national exaltation ; if wealth usurps 
the place of honor, and servility of merit ; if party becomes 
the standard of political truth and worth; if the avenues 
to public confidence and public gratitude cannot be entered, 
without " wading thro' the mire of vile dependence," or by 
bribing the avarice or the appetites of those appointed to 
guard them : 

Dread then the coming storm — ^then deplore, not only 
the loss of your Washington, but, what is more to be 
lamented, the absence of his virtues and the loss of the 
fiivor of Heaven. 

Be virtuous, be united, I conjure you. This done, tho' 
storms fi-om without may threaten ; tho* mines within may 
agitate ; by neither will the solid edifice of your national lib- 
erty and happiness be destroyed. The boasted diplomatic 
skill of France, the more secret skill of Britain, or the com- 
bined force and skill of Europe, may be equally unregarded. 
Thus you will transmit to posterity, unimpaired, those 
exalted rights and privileges for which your much-lamented 
Washington fought and toiled. 
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APPENDIX L. 



• The Delaware State Society of the Cincinnati was form- 
ally reorganized by the descendants of the original members, 
with others, in Wilmington, Delaware, on the twenty-second 
day of February, 1895, in conformity with the preliminary 
steps taken on November the sixth, 1894. The meeting 
was held in the room of the United States District Court, 
Sixth and King Streets, and was presided over by the 
Hon. Leonard Eugene Wales, Judge of the United States 
District and Circuit Courts for Delaware ; Mr. John Osgood 
Piatt acting as Secretary. After a permanent organization 
had been effected, and the credentials of all applicants for 
membership were carefully and thoroughly examined by a 
committee appointed by the chair for that purpose, and 
favorably reported on, the following officers were elected to 
serve until the first regular stated meeting of the Society, 
on the fourth day of July following : 

Hon. Leonard Eugene Wales, President, 
Colonel M'Lane Tilton, U.S.M.C., Vice-President 
Haslet Wylie Crawford, Secretary. 
John Osgood Piatt, Assistant Secretary, 
Philip Howell White, Treasurer, 
Samuel Seay Roche, Assistant Treasurer, 
^ Chaplain, (No election.) 
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In addition to the foregoing eldest descendants and rep- 
resentatives of original members of the Society, the Hon. 
James William Latimer, James Dobbin McNeill, Charles 
Breck Adams, Newell Kirkwood Kennon, William Henry 
Kirkpatrick, Daniel Edgerly Smith Pope, Samuel Price 
Jaquett, Thomas David Pearce, and Calvin Smith Bennett 
were also elected as members, while several others equally 
qualified have since applied to be added to the Roll. 

General John Meredith Read, formerly United States 
Minister to Greece, and great-grandson of Hon. George 
Read, President and Chief-Justice of Delaware and signer 
of the Declaration of Independence; also great-grand- 
nephew of Colonel James Read and Captain Thomas 
Read of the Continental Navy (the latter being an original 
member of the Pennsylvania Cincinnati, but who left no de- 
scendants); Mr. Henry Geddes Banning, President of the 
Delaware National Bank, and only grandson of Captain 
Henry Geddes, likewise of the Continental Navy; as well as 
Captain Henry Hobart Bellas, United States Army (retired), 
the representative in the eldest line of descent of Lieutenant 
John Rudolph of the Pennsylvania Line and also of Cap- 
tains John and Michael Rudolph of Major Henry Lee's 
Partisan Legion of the Continental Establishment, were 
likewise, by reason of their services (though all eligible to 
hereditary membership under the provisions of the original 
Institution), for the present elected honorary members of 
the Society. 

The following delegates were also selected to represent 
the Society and to prepare and present its application for 
recognition by the General Society at the latter's next 



Io6 HISTORY OF THE DELAWARE STATE 

triennial meeting in Philadelphia, Pa., on the second 
Wednesday in May, 1896: Hon. Leonard Eugene Wales; 
Colonel M'Lane Tilton, U. S. Marine Corps ; Hon. James 
William Latimer ; Philip Howell White (late Engineer, U. S. 
Navy) ; and Captain Henry Hobart Bellas, U. S. Army. 

The Society directed a circular letter to be prepared and 
forwarded to the Secretary of the General Society and to 
the Secretaries of the other State Societies respectively, 
notifying them of the revival of the Delaware Society in 
accordance with the requirements of the General Society, 
and which have all been carefully complied with.* 

A committee was appointed to prepare a code of by-laws 
and an order of business for the government of the Society, 
which will meet annually on its anniversary days, viz. : the 
twenty-second of February, the fourth of July, and the 
sixth of November, unless otherwise directed. 

A board of trustees was also designated to superintend, 
under the direction of a Standing Committee, the finances of 
the Society, which are in a flourishing condition, the entire 
original fund of fifteen hundred and thirty-five dollars 
having been restored by the members. The old National 
Bank of Delaware (originally organized in 1795, and stated 
to have been at one time the place of deposit of the former 
Society), was designated as the depository of the present 
Society's funds. 

No other than the proper descendants or representatives 
of original members — excepting the designated ratio of hono- 

* This circular letter, under date of May 10, 1895, has since been forwarded 
by the Secretary as directed. 
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rary members as directed by the original Institution, — 
have, in strict conformity with the provisions and spirit 
thereof, been admitted to membership in the Society. 

A committee having been appointed to take steps to have 
the Society incorporated by act of Legislature, in order to 
secure the proper recognition of its legal status by the State 
of Delaware, a charter of incorporation, on the application 
of the representatives of thirteen of the original members, 
was procured from the General Assembly (dated the twen- 
tieth day of March, 1895), recognizing and constituting the 
present Society the lawful successor of the original one.* 

The proper representatives of Colonels John Haslet and 
David Hall; of Lieutenant- Colonel Charles Pope; of 
Majors John Patten, Daniel Jenifer Adams, and Robert 
Kirkwood ; of Surgeons James Tilton, Henry Latimer, and 
George Monro ; of Captains Peter Jaquett, William McKen- 
nan, Edward Roche, and David Kirkpatrick ; of Lieutenants 
Caleb Prew Bennett, John Piatt, and Stephen McWilliam ; 
— ^all original members, — ^are already borne upon the roll of 
the Society, while others, as their claims are carefully 
investigated and approved, will be added at the Society's 
future successive meetings, if found worthy. 

Among these it is hoped and probably will be included 
the representatives of Majors Joseph Anderson, Nathaniel 
Mitchell, and James Moore; of Captains Harry Duff, 
George Purvis, and Thomas Kean; of Surgeons Reuben 
Gilder, Ebenezer Augustus Smith, and James Jones; of 
Lieutenants John Vance Hyatt and Thomas Anderson. 

* See Appendix M. 
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The gallant Captain Allen McLane is already most 
worthily represented in the Maryland Society by its Presi- 
dent, who is likewise the Vice-President-General and acting 
President-General of the General Society. 

Careful and patient research has been certainly well 
repaid in the results now manifested, and let us hope that, 
with this successful revival and reorganization of the Del- 
aware State Society of the Cincinnati by the representatives 
of such a large proportion of the original members and 
its early recognition by the General organization, it may 
continue to be for all future time as it has been in the 
past an honor to both the Order and its native State. 
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APPENDIX M. 



An Act to incorporate the "Delaware State Society 

of the Cincinnati." 

Whereas : Upon the dissolution of the American Revo- 
lutionary Army in the year 1783, in cantonment on Hud- 
son's River, State of New York, the officers of the said 
Army, then and there present, did associate themselves into 
a "Society of Friends" and adopted the name of "The 
Society of the Cincinnati," for the purpose of prompting 
and preserving the rights and Uberties of their country and 
to cherish the union of the States ; and also for mutual aid 
and beneficence among themselves and their descendants, 
as set forth in the original Institution of the said Society. 

And Whereas: Colonel David Hall and other officers 
in the Delaware Line of said Army, did, in accordance 
with the provisions of the hereinbefore recited Institution, 
formally establish and organize themselves into the " Dela- 
ware State Society of the Cincinnati," and the hereinafter 
named lineal male descendants and representatives of the 
said David Hall and the other original members of the 
said State Society, being desirous of reviving and reorgan- 
izing the same, therefore : — 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives of the State of Delaware in General Assembly met, 
(two-thirds of each branch concurring therein) ; — 
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Section i. That Leonard Eugene Wales, M'Lane Tilton, 
James William Latimer, Philip Howell White, Charles 
Breck Adams, Daniel Edgerly Smith Pope, Newell Kirk- 
wood Kennon, James Dobbin McNeill, Haslet Wylie Craw- 
ford, William Henry Kirkpatrick, Samuel Seay Roche, 
John Osgood Piatt and Samuel Price Jaquett and their 
successors, being the descendants and representatives afore- 
said, be and they are hereby ordained and declared to be 
a body corporate under the name and style of the 

"Delaware State Society of the Cincinnati." 

Section 2. The said corporation shall be able and capable 
to sue and be sued, implead and be impleaded in all courts 
of law and equity, and shall be capable in law, to purchase, 
receive, take, hold and enjoy any lands, tenements, heredita- 
ments, rents, leases, stocks, goods, chattels or money which 
may be devised, given or conveyed to it, or which may 
come to its hands, by or from the payment of fees, fines or 
dues from the members of the said corporation, and also to 
grant, alien, sell, bestow, convey and assign or transfer the 
same and to do all acts concerning the same, which an indi- 
vidual owner thereof can do in law, by the name and title 
aforesaid, and shall have a common seal, with power to 
break, alter and renew the same at pleasure. 

Section 3. That the members of the said corporation 
shall have power to appoint or elect such officers as they 
deem proper and necessary to conduct the affiiirs and 
manage the business of said corporation, and from time to 
time, make, establish and put into execution, agreeable to 
the provisions of this Act, such by-laws, rules and regula- 
tions as they shall deem necessary and desirable for the 
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good government of the said corporation and its proper 
business; pravidedy that such by-laws, rules and regulations, 
be not contrary or repugnant to the laws and Constitutions 
of the United States or of this State. 

Section 4. That said corporation shall have power to 
hold and possess lands, tenements, goods, chattels, rights 
or credits, or any other property, the clear yearly income of 
which shall not exceed the sum of five thousand dollars 
(1(5000), and provided that nothing in this Act shall be 
construed to authorize said corporation to exercise any 
banking powers. 

Section 5. This Act shall be deemed and taken to be a 
private Act. 

Henry H. McMullen, 

speaker of the House of Representatives. 



Passed at Dover, 
March 20, 1895. 



W. T. Watson, 

Speaker of the Senate, 
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STATE OF DELAWARE. 

[arms op dblawars.] 

Executive Department. 

I, Nathaniel B. Smithers, Secretary of State of the 
State of Delaware, do hereby certify that the above and 
foregoing is a true and correct copy of an Act to incorpo- 
rate the " Delaware State Society of the Cincinnati/' passed 
at Dover, March 20, 1895. 

In Testimony whereof I have hereunto 

set my hand and official seal at Dover, 

[seal.] this fifth day of April in the year of our 

Lord one thousand eight hundred and 

ninety-five. 

N. B. Smithers, 

Secretary of State, 



State of Delaware, 
New Castle County 






Recorded in the Recorder's Office at Wilmington, in 
Private Act Record E, Vol. I., page 595, etc., the sixth day 
of April, A.D. 1895. 

[seal.] Witness my hand and official seal. 

C. C. Montgomery, 

Recorder^ 
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Hon, WILLIAM G, WHITEUEV 






Till' UIWM. 



PAPERS OF THE HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF DELAWARE. 

XIV. 



THE 



REVOLUTIONARY SOLDIERS 



OF 



DELAWARE. 



BY 

HON. WILLIAM G. WHITELEY, 

WILMINGTON, DELAWARE. 



JRead hetore tUe HistorioAl Society of Delaware, February ti, 18739 
and also before the Oeneral Aaaembly of Delaware, 

February 13, 1873, 



THE HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF DELAWARE. 

WILMINGTON. 
1896. 






The following paper was prepared for and read before 
the Historical Society of Delaware; and was afterwards, 
by request, read before the legislature. 

For many of the facts and incidents stated, it is proper 
to say that the writer is indebted to " The Life of George 
Read/' by William T. Read, Esq. ; the various lives of 
General Greene; "HuflSngton's Delaware Register," and 
"Lee's Memoirs." 

W. G. W. 
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THE 



Revolutionary Soldiers 



OF DELAWARE. 



I FEEL confident that you will not consider it pedantic if 
I begin this paper with an extract from Sallust, who says, 
in his history of the Jugurthine war, — 

*< Ssepe audivi, Q. Maximumi P. Scipio, prsetorea civitatis nostne praeclaros 
viros, soUtoi ita dicere, cum majomm imagines intuerentur, vehementissime 
sibi animum ad virtutem accendi. Scilicet non ceram illam, neque fignram 
tantam vim in sese habere; sed memoria rerum gestarmn earn flammam 
egregiis viris in pectore crescere, neque prius sedari, quam virtus eorum 
famam atque gloriam adaequaverit.*' * 

It is not SO much to excite a spirit of emulation of the 
deeds of our ancestors that I have consented to read before 
your body a paper on "The Revolutionary Soldiers of 
Delaware" as it is to do something, however little, to prevent 
their deeds from being forgotten. Both as a State and as 

* " Often have I heard that Quintus Maximus, Publius Scipio, and other re- 
nowned men of our commonwealth, used to say that whenever they beheld 
the images of their ancestors, they felt their minds greatly excited to virtue. 
It could not be the wax or the marble which possessed this power; but the 
recollection of their great actions kindled a generous flame in their breasts, 
not to be quelled till they also by valor had acquired equal fame and glory." 

5 
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individuals we have been very negligent of the collection 
and preservation of the facts relating to the part our State 
took in the Revolution. Whatever the State had in the way 
of journals of the colonial legislature were in manuscript, 
and many of them have been lost; and but few of the 
original rolls and other returns of the regiments are in the 
Secretary of State's office. 

We have had several attempts to give a history of our 
regiments, but it was in every case imperfect and often 
erroneous ; it could not and cannot well be otherwise ; the 
data being so insufficient and unsatisfactory. This is to be 
regretted; for we, of Delaware, have great and just cause 
to be proud of the acts, conduct, and heroism of our Revo- 
lutionary soldiers. In less than a month after the Declara- 
tion of Independence we had eight hundred men in the 
field, who fought at Brooklyn, White Plains, Trenton, and 
Princeton; and by April of 1777 we had another regiment 
of like number, who fought at Brandywine, Germantown, 
Monmouth, Camden, — ^twice at Camden, — Cowpens, Guil- 
ford, Ninety-six, and at Eutaw ; and this latter one never laid 
down its arms, though reduced almost to a corporal's guard> 
until Comwallis laid down his arms at Yorktown, and 
Leslie evacuated Charleston. In fact, there was not a battle 
during the Revolution worthy of name, except the battles 
of Bunker Hill and Yorktown, in which one of the " Dela- 
ware Regiments" did not participate. And in the latter, 
though Hall's regiment itself, or rather what was left of it, 
was not present, it being at that time with Greene in the 
Carolinas, seven hundred recruits raised in Maryland and 
Delaware for Smallwood's and Kirkwood's regiments, were 
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stopped on their march to join their respective regiments, 
and ordered to join the army before Yorktown ; and in this 
way the regiment itself may be said to have participated 
also in the siege and battle of Yorktown, — ^the decisive 
battle of the war. 

Our population, at the outbreak of the Revolution, being 
only 37,500, the number of troops we could furnish could 
not be very large, and yet, by the second year of the war, 
we furnished and sent to the front three regiments, — ^viz. : 
Colonel Haslet's, Colonel Patterson's, and Colonel Hall's, 
and a partisan company. Captain Allen McLane's. 

Haslet's regiment, as will be hereafter seen, remained in 
the army only up to the battle of Princeton. 

Patterson's was a part of the " Flying Camp," as it was 
called, a body of men called out for temporary duty, which 
will also be explained hereafter. They were both State 
troops, — ^that is, troops organized under our colonial laws, 
and furnished by the colony or State of Delaware, upon 
the call of the Congress, who appointed their field officers. 
The regiment of Colonel Hall was the only " Continental" 
one we furnished. " Continental," because it was organized 
under a law of the Continental Congress, and this is the 
regiment referred to when we speak of the "Delaware 
Regiment" 

I shall write of the three in their order. 

Colonel Henry Neall had, in the latter part of the war, 
a regiment called the Second Delaware Battalion, but I do 
not find that it was in any battle. 

Before I refer to Haslet's regiment and its officers, — ^the 
first regiment raised — ^raised, in &ct, before the Declaration 
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of Independence, and participating in the battle of Brooklyn, 
or Long Island, in less than a month after it marched from 
Dover, — ^permit me to refer to the feeling in our State in 
reference to the war of the Revolution. , Whilst a majority 
of our people were undoubtedly friendly and &vorable to it, 
there were a great many who were honestly opposed to an 
appeal to arms against the mother country. Some took this 
view from a conviction that the evils complained of were 
trifling; some, that though the wrongs were great. Great 
Britain, upon a fair representation being made of them, would 
at once redress them ; some conscientiously believed their 
allegiance to be due to the government under which they 
were born, and refused to throw it ofT; and others, I am con- 
strained to say, though few in numbers, were actuated by 
fear, and a desire to protect their persons and property. 
The views and positions taken by the first three classes — 
viz., those who thought the evils trifling; those who thought 
the mother country would redress them without an appeal 
to arms ; and those who refused to throw ofT their allegi- 
ance — ^are not to be wondered at, when we consider their 
descent, which was purely English. The people of Kent 
and Sussex especially were so ; there was with them no in- 
termixture of other nations ; there had been with them but 
very few Irish, fewer Scotch, and absolutely none from the 
Continental nations; they were also a peculiarly isolated 
people ; ofT of the routes of what little travelling was done 
in those days, few of them, besides their merchants, ever 
visiting Philadelphia, Wilmington, or Baltimore ; an agricul- 
tural, and, of course, a conservative people, not disposed to 
change their views without due deliberation, and for weighty 
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reasons, they both lived and clothed themselves from off of 
their farms : they paid no taxes upon anything, especially 
not upon their Ua, for their tea was made from the root 
of the sassafras. It is not, therefore, surprising that these 
people for a while hung back, and did not unite zealously 
and ardently in the cause of the colonies ; that they should 
require some electioneerings some personal influence, some 
arguments to be brought to bear upon them. There was a 
man, however, to do this, and who did it, and nearly all of 
our people holding these views became, in a short time, 
under his persuasive eloquence, ardent Whigs. That man 
was Caesar Rodney. Let us see what he did, ably seconded, 
of course, by George Read and Thomas McKean, his 
colleagues in the Continental Congress. Upon the 7th 
of June, 1776, Richard Henry Lee, of Virginia, intro- 
duced his justly celebrated resolution "that the United 
Colonies are, and of right ought to be, free and inde- 
pendent States ; and that the political connection between 
them and Great Britain is, and ought to be, totally dis- 
solved." 

This resolution was debated on the 8th and loth days of 
June by Congress in committee of the whole, but, as Mr. 
Jefferson says in his memoirs, "it appearing that New 
York, Pennsylvania, Delaware, and Maryland were not yet 
matured for £adling from the parent stem, but were rapidly 
maturing to that state, it was thought prudent to wait awhile 
for them, and to postpone the final decision until July the 
first" The resolutions of our General Assembly, passed 
March 22, 1776, instructing our deputies in Congress, did 
not authorize them to vote for independence, but enjoined 
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on them to "embrace every favorable opportunity to effect 
a reconciliation with Great Britain." 

Upon the postponement of the debate on Lee's resolu- 
tion, Rodney immediately started for Dover, and chiefly 
through his influence the Greneral Assembly, then in ses- 
sion, passed unanimously, on the 14th of June a.d. 1776, 
new instructions to our deputies in Congress, authorizing 
them " to concur with the other delegates in Congfress, in 
adopting such measures as shall be judged necessary for 
promoting the liberty, the safety, and interests of America, 
&c., &c." Under these instructions our whole delegation 
signed the Declaration of Independence. But Rodney's 
influence had been at work before this. Spending a few 
days in Congress, which, as you know, sat in Philadelphia, 
he would suddenly leave that city, at night, and drive to 
Dover, from there to Sussex, haranguing, talking, imploring, 
until, by the time the General Assembly met in June, 1776, 
he had talked the people up to the separating point; he 
had ripened the fruit until it fell " from the parent stem," 
and, I think, to hitn^ more than to any other man in Dela- 
ware, do we owe the position which our State and people 
took in that, to us and to the world, most important con- 
test. John Adams, in his diary, thus describes him: 
"Caesar Rodney is the oddest-looking man in the world. 
He is tall, thin and slender, and pale ; his &ce is not bigger 
than a large apple, yet, there is sense and fire, spirit, wit, 
and humor in his countenance." 

But there was a class of our people whom even Rodney 
could not influence, and who constituted the " Delaware 
Tories." They were those who thought it for their interest^ 
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" better for the safety of their persons and property," to be 
loyalists. They argued that this peninsula had an extensive 
border; on the Delaware side bounded by the Delaware 
Bay and Atlantic Ocean; on the Maryland side by the 
Chesapeake Bay ; that it was thus open to the incursions 
of a powerful enemy, whose fleets surrounded it on every 
side, and it was not safe to render themselves obnoxious 
to a power who could at any time seize upon their persons 
and property. These people, though few, had their influ- 
ence ; their appeals were to the strongest motives actuating 
humanity, — to wit: the safety of life and limb and property. 
But, as we have seen, a large majority of our people resisted 
them, how nobly and bravely, let Rodney say. In a letter 
written by him during the struggle, he says : 

<*He that dare acknowledge himself a Whig, near the waters of the 
Delaware, where not only his property, but his person, is every hour in 
danger of being carried off, is more, in my opinion, to be depended upon 
than a do%en Wh^s in security." 

But to the history of Haslet's regiment 

Before the Declaration of Independence a regiment had 
been raised by Colonel John Haslet, and mustered into the 
State's service; it was composed of eight companies, and 
numbered eight hundred men. Its officers were appointed 
by the Congress, upon recommendations made by the 
Council of Safety of the " Three Lower Counties of Dela- 
ware." That is, the council recommended to Congress 
the names of several persons for colonel, lieutenant- 
colonel, and major, from whom the Congress elected, by 
ballot, these various officers. Upon January 19, 1776, 
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this election was proceeded with ; and, as the Journals of 
Congress say, "the ballots being taken, John Haslet, Es- 
quire, was elected Colonel; Gunning Bedford, Esquire, Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel ; and John Macpherson, Esquire, Major." 
But Macpherson was dead before he was elected. He was, 
as will be seen hereafter, an aide to General Montgomery, 
and was killed along-side of his general in the storming of 
Quebec, December 31, 1775; the intelligence of his death 
not having been received on January 19, 1776, when he 
was elected major. But this intelligence reaching the 
Delaware Assembly some time in March, this entry is found 
in the Journals of Congress. 

"The Assembly of the Counties on Delaware, having 
recommended a gentleman to be Major of the Battalion 
ordered to be raised in those Counties in the room of John 
Macpherson, who fell before Quebec, and never received his 
commission ; the Congress proceeded to the election, and 
the ballots being taken and examined, Thomas McDonough 
was elected, March 22d, 1776." 

The officers of the regiment were : 

Colonel, John Haslet. 
Lieutenant-Colonel, Gunning Bedford. 
Major, Thomas McDonough. 
Surgeon, James Tilton. 
Chaplain, Joseph Montgomery. 

A company consisting of ninety privates, commanded 
by Captain Joseph Stidham, of which Robert Kirkwood 
was first lieutenant an(} Enoch Anderson second lieutenant. 

A company consisting of ninety-one privates, commanded 
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by Captain Nathan Adams, of which James Moore was 
first lieutenant and James Gordon second lieutenant. 

A company consisting of ninety-seven privates, com- 
manded by Captain Samuel Smith, of which John Dixon 
was first lieutenant and James McDonough was second 
lieutenant. 

A company consisting of ninety privates, commanded 
by Captain Charles Pope, of which James Wells was first 
lieutenant and Alexander Stewart '^^ was second lieu- 
tenant. 

A company consisting of ninety privates, commanded 
by Captain Jonathan Caldwell, of which John Patten was 
first lieutenant and George McCall was second lieuten- 
ant. 

A company consisting of ninety-three privates, com- 
manded by Captain Henry Darby, of which Lewis Worrell 
was first lieutenant and William Popham was second lieu- 
tenant 

A company consisting of ninety-one privates, commanded 
by Captain Joseph Vaughan, of which Joseph Truitt was 
first lieutenant and John Perkins was second lieutenant 

A company consisting of ninety-two privates, commanded 
by Captain David Hall, of which Genethan Harney* was 
first lieutenant and John Learmouth was second lieu- 
tenantf 

* Killed at the battle of Brooklyn. 

f The companies, as I have given them, are not in the order in which they 
were in the regiment. "First Company,'' etc., as the rolls, which I have 
found in the Secretary of State's office, do not give their numbers ; neither 
have I been able to ascertain who was the adjutant of the regiment. 
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In a few days after the news of the Declaration of Inde- 
pendence was received at Dover, the regiment marched to 
the head-quarters of the army, which was then at New 
York. I cannot find out precisely when they arrived at 
head-quarters, but it could not have been long before the 
middle of August. They marched from Dover to New 
York without tents: how provisions were supplied them 
does not appear, but it is more than probable they supplied 
themselves along the route. They were brigaded with 
four Pennsylvania regiments, and Smallwood's Maryland 
regiment, and Lord Stirling was the brigadier. Upon 
August 27, 1776, certainly not more than five weeks 
(one writer puts it three weeks) after marching from Dover, 
they were in the battle of Brooklyn, or Long Island, as it 
is sometimes called. And in this battle they behaved with 
the courage and firmness of veteran soldiers. It was said 
that the Delawares and Marylanders fought as bravely as 
men could possibly do. The Marylanders had two hun- 
dred and fifty-nine men missing, many of whom were 
killed. This was owing chiefly to their being separated, 
by which means the enemy got between them, and obliged 
them to fight in small parties. But " the Delawares being 
well-trained, kept and fought in a compact body the whole 
time, and when obliged to retreat, kept their ranks, and en- 
tered the lines in that order, and were obliged, frequently, 
while retreating, to fight their way through bodies of the 
enemy." 

Caesar Rodney, in a letter to Thomas Rodney, dated 
October 2, 1776, writing of the battle of Brooklyn, says 
(Thomas was his brother, and father of Caesar A. Rodney) : 
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" One paragraph of the old man's letter is very full of the great honor 
obtained by the Delaware Battalion in the afiair at Long Island, from the 
unparalleled bravery they showed in view of all the generals and troops within 
the lines, who alternately praised and pitied them." 



This refers to cutting their way, while falling back, 
through bodies of the enemy. 

In a subsequent letter to the same, he says : 



If 



The Delaware and Maryland Regiments stood finn to the last; they 
stood for four hours drawn up on a hill, in close array, their colors flying, 
the enemy's artillery playing upon them ; nor did they think of quitting their 
station until an express order from the General commanded them to retreat ;*' 
and closes his letter, after giving the number of killed, wounded, and missing, 
with the remark, "The standard was torn with shot in Ensign Stephens's 
hands." 



The regiment lost thirty-one in this battle, including 
two officers, — viz. : Lieutenant Stewart and Lieutenant Har- 
ney : Major McDonough, Lieutenant Anderson, and Ensign 
Course were slightly wounded. It must have been a great 
disappointment to Colonel Haslet, as also to Lieutenant- 
Colonel Bedford, that they were denied a participation in 
this battle; to Haslet particularly; the regiment was his 
pet. He, more than any other man, raised it, and this its^ 
should have been MSy first battle. But he and Bedford, 
both being members of a general court-martial for the 
trial of a Lieutenant-Colonel Zidwitz, of a New York regi- 
ment, for correspondence with the enemy, were sitting on 
that court, in New York, on the day of the fight. But the 
regiment was in good hands, those of Major McDonough. 
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Our army retreated after this battle to the city of New York 
side, and our regiment being placed in General Mifflin's 
brigade, was sent to King's Bridge. 

The next general battle in which the regiment partici- 
pated was the battle of White Plains ; then at Trenton on 
Christmas day, 1776. Here the English lost in killed, 
wounded, and missing about nine hundred men. I have 
not been able to obtain any particulars relating to our regi- 
ment in these two battles. They, however, took an efficient 
part, nine days afterwards, in the battle of Princeton, which 
was fought on January 3, 1777, and here Colonel Haslet 
was killed while leading his regiment gallantly into action. 
He was charging on the British lines about sunrise, and 
was instantly killed by a wound through his head from a 
rifle-bullet. 

John Haslet, who has been truly called the father of his 
regiment, lived at the time of the breaking out of the war 
at Dover. He was bom in Ireland. He was educated 
for the ministry of the Dissenters, — Presbyterians, — and 
preached for some time; but subsequently studied medi- 
cine, and practised it with much success in Kent County. 
He was tall and athletic, and of generous and ardent feel- 
ings, as his birthplace would indicate. He was a leading 
Whig, and evidently Caesar Rodney's right-hand man ; the 
one he depended on to get the people right on the ques- 
tion of independence, as well as raising and enlisting 
soldiers to fight for it. Rodney wrote him from Congress 
daily; and when independence was declared, he de- 
spatched Ensign Wilson, on the night of the Fourth of 
July, on horseback, to carry to Haslet, at Dover, the news, 
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and the unanimity in our delegation in signing the Dec- 
laration. How Haslet rejoiced, let his answer to Rodney 
tell. In reply, on July 6, he says : 

<'I congratulate you. Sir, on the important day which restores to every 
American his birth-right; a day which every freeman will record with grati- 
tude, and the millions of posterity read with rapture. Ensign Wilson ar- 
rived here last night. A fine turtle feast at Dover anticipated and announced 
the declaration of Congress; even the Barrister himself laid aside his airs of 
reserve; mighty happy." 

As the late Mr. William T. Read, of New Castle, remarks 
in his life of his father, George Read, " The State of Delaware 
has not been unmindful of the services and merits of Colonel 
Haslet." In 1777, his remains were deposited in the bury, 
ing ground of the First Presbyterian Church, in Philadel- 
phia. In 1783 our legislature caused a marble slab to be 
placed over his grave; and in 1841, February 22, they 
appointed a committee to superintend the removal of his 
remains to a vault to be built in the cemetery of the Presby- 
terian church, at Dover, and authorized them to have a 
suitable monument, with appropriate inscriptions and de- 
vices, prepared and placed over this, his final resting place. 
On July I, 1 841, his remains were disinterred, and con- 
veyed to Dover, escorted by the military of the city of 
Philadelphia; and on July 3, after impressive religious 
services, and an eloquent address from the Hon. John M. 
Clayton, they were deposited in the vault prepared for them. 
The slab placed over his grave in Philadelphia, in 1783, 
is preserved by having been made one of the sides of this 

tomb, and bears this inscription : 

2 
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In memory of John Haslet, Esquire, Colonel of fhe Delaware 

Regiment, who fell gloriously at the battle of Princeton, 

in the cause of American Independence, 

January 3d, 1777. 

The General Assembly of the State of Delaware, remembering 

Hb virtues as a man. 
His merits as a citizen, 

and 
His services as a soldier, 
Have caused thii monumental stone, in testimony of their respect, 

To be placed over his grave, 
MDCCLXXXIII. 

The other inscription on the monument is : 

Erected by the State of Delaware, 

as a tribute of respect, 

to the memory of Colonel John Haslet, 

whose remains, according to a resolution of the Legislature, 

passed February 22, 1S41, 

were removed from their resting place, 

in the grave-yard of the First Presbyterian Church, 

in the city of Philadelphia, 

and here re-interred 
on Saturday, July 3d, 1841. 

Colonel Haslet left a son and two daughters. The son, 
Joseph Haslet, was twice, in 181 1 and 1823, elected governor 
of this State ; an honor Delaware never conferred upon any 
other citizen. He was elected, however, under our old 
constitution; under the present one, a governor elected by 
the people is ineligible ever afterwards. One of his 
daughters, Jemima, married Dr. George Monro, who was a 
skilful and learned physician, resident in Wilmington, from 
1797 until his death, in 1820. Of Dr. Monro's children, the 
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only survivor is the present Mrs. Mary A. Boyd, of 
Wilmington. The other daughter of Colonel Haslet 
married Major Patten, but died childless. 

Of the lieutenant-colonel, Gunning Bedford. He was 
prevented, as we have seen, by engagement upon a court- 
martial, from participating in the battle of Long Island. 
He was with his regiment, however, in the battle of White 
Plains, and was there wounded. He was also with it 
throughout the year 1776, but at the battles of Trenton and 
Princeton, he was on Washington's staff, as I believe, a 
volunteer aide. 

His regiment, having been reduced to less than one 
hundred men at the time of the battle of Princeton^ and 
still lower by that battle, and Haslet, its colonel, having 
been killed, was never reorganized, and Bedford retired 
from the army. After the peace he was attorney-general 
of our State ; member of the legislature ; one of our dele- 
gates to the convention which framed the Constitution of 
the United States, and was the first judge of the District 
Court of the United States; having been appointed by 
Washington. 

The first major of this regiment, though he never joined 
it, in &ct, as I have stated, was dead — Skilled before Quebec 
— ^before he was commissioned, deserves a passing notice. 
John Macpherson was born in Philadelphia; studied law, 
however, in this State, with John Dickinson, and practised 
it in New Castle. He was a young man of fine talents, and 
soon acquired a respectable practice; and in 1774 upon the 
resignation of Greorge Read, of the office of attorney- 
general of the State, he was an applicant for the place, but 
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was not appointed. When the war became inevitable he 
offered his services to his country, and having become 
acquainted with General Montgomery, they soon became 
bosom friends, and he was made by Montgomery his aide- 
de-camp. They were both killed by the same gun, as was 
Montgomery's other aide, Cheeseman. As the last of the 
British soldiers fled from the battery Montgomery attacked, 
they discharged a gun in their flight, and from it, among 
others, fell these three brave men, and after that the attack 
failed. The English officers, forgetting their foes, in the 
heroes, their adversaries, gathered up their breathless 
remains, and committed them to kindred earth, with pious 
hands and honors meet. 

Thomas McDonough, elected, as we have seen, major in 
place of Macpherson, was a physician, living and practising 
his profession at the village now called for him, in St. 
George's Hundred, in New Castle County. He did not 
remain in the service after the battle of Princeton. Upon 
Haslet's death the regiment was disbanded. A great 
many of its officers having obtained commissions in Hall's 
regiment, joined it, or had joined it before the battle of 
Princeton. Major McDonough returned to private life and 
to his profession. He was the father of Commodore 
Thomas McDonough, celebrated in the last war with Eng- 
land, as the victor in the battle of Lake Champlain. 

The army under Washington being, in the summer and 
&11 of 1776, occupied in the defence of New York, the 
shores of New Jersey, of Pennsylvania, Delaware, and 
Maryland were open to the British, who, disembarking 
their troops anywhere along these shores, could march 
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them not only into the very heart of the confederacy, but 
could take our army in the rear. Congress, therefore, 
called on New Jersey, Delaware, and Maryland to raise, 
equip, and march ten thousand men to form a "flying 
camp," to protect the Middle Colonies, and to serve until 
December i, 1776. 

The battalion called for, furnished by Delaware, was 
placed under the command of Colonel Samuel Patterson. 
He owned a grist-mill on the Christiana, above the village 
of Christiana (now Smalley's mill), and carried on the 
business of a miller there. He also, as appears by his 
epitaph upon his tomb in the Presbyterian church-yard at 
Christiana, was a brigadier-general of our State militia. 

He does not appear to have had a happy time with his 
troops, but it was not his fault. The mode and terms of 
enlistment, the manner in which the officers were chosen, 
etc., all was fatal to everything like discipline. After he 
got them to Philadelphia about one-half of them laid down 
their arms, and swore they would not go without the same 
bounty that the Pennsylvania troops received. He suc- 
ceeded, however, in getting most of them off, by threatening 
to send for two battalions of other troops and having them 
all disarmed and arrested. In a letter to George Read, 
written from Philadelphia, September 19, 1776, in giving 
an account of his trouble, as above, in getting his men to 
march, he says : 

" I at last got them down to the wharf, fixed bayonets at the head of it, 
and sent them off. Captain Woodgate's arms not being done, I kept his 
Company to go with me, but this morning I learned, to my astonishment, that 
his whole Company, save eleven men, had deserted during the night." 
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And then adds : 

" I shall give you a small opinion on Battalion afiairs. If ever you order 
one other, never sacrifice liberty to licentiousness, by leaving the officers to be 
chosen as mine were. Had I known the men in general, I would not have 
went with them. Some few excessive good, others, perhaps, another day may 
be brave, not at present. In my opinion, they had better have staid at home." 

In another letter to the same, of the date of September 
22, 1776, from New Brunswick, he tells Mr. Read to have 
all the deserters arrested, and not to suffer them to pilfer 
the public money and all arms and accoutrements. 

In another letter of October 4, 1776, from Amboy, he 
appears in rather better humor, except with the Kent and 
Sussex levies. He says^ he has four hundred and sixty-one 
men, rank and file. But adds : 

"If ever I come campaigning again, I should never be for bringing up 
the men from below. They are not fit for fatigue^ have no consHtuHons^ and 
are always dissatisfied. Almost fifty or sixty of them every day sick and 
unfit for duty, and fond of desertion, as you have seen at Philadelphia." 

However, in a postscript, he adds : 

" Since they left Philadelphia, the Battalion is sorry for their misbehavior. 
It was owing to a rascal telling them they were fools to go without their 
bounty." 

The colonel was mistaken in his estimate of the lower 
county troops ; his anger and worriment at the conduct of 
some of them biased his judgment. Of this no other proof 
need be adduced than that at least one-half, if not more, 
of both Haslet's and Hall's regiments were from the 
counties of Kent and Sussex, and no men fought better, or 
withstood more &tigue; and the gallant Captain Caldwell 
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and his company, from whom our soldiers derived the name 
of " Blue Hen's Chickens," were from Kent County. 

Patterson himself got improved in his humor and estimate 
of his men later along. On November 4, in writing to 
Read, he says : 

*< I have some noble officers in my Battalion, whom I could recommend if 
a door open ;" 

and in the only skirmish they had with the British, speaks 
highly of the conduct of his men. 

The truth is that it was not alone in Patterson's regiment 
that there was dissatis&ction, that it was not receiving a 
bounty equal to the Pennsylvania troops, which caused such 
mutinous conduct There was, in the latter part of 1776 
and early part of 1777, great difficulty in getting troops 
throughout all the colonies. It was not alone in Delaware. 
Whether the opinion was becoming fixed that we would 
fail, that Great Britain would conquer us, I know not But 
such was the fact One thing, I think the Congress relied 
too much on the militia. Troops should have been raised 
by volunteers, under calls upon the colonies, and the troops 
thus raised engrafted on, or added to, the Continental army. 
Mr. Joseph Henry Rogers, of New Castle, has in his pos- 
session a roll, and the answers of the men, whom the then 
sheriff of this county, John Clark, Esq., was endeavoring 
to enroll in a militia company, in the early part of 1777, for 
recruits for the " Flying Camp." 

Nanus, Answers, 

Slator Qay, Will not march. 

Richard Janvier, Will not march. 

John Powell, Ready and willing to march. 
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Names, Afuwers. 

David Morton, Same. 

George Read, Same. 

Thomas Cooch, Jr., Same. 

Robert Wiley, I'm damned if I march. 

Edward Sweeny, Family in distress. 

James Wilson, Hired one in his place. 

John Booth, Jr., Substitute in Continental Army. 

Joseph Tatlow, Will not march. 

Daniel Smith, Son in his place. 

James Faith, Will not march. 

William Hazlett, I never will march. 

Thomas Nodes, I'm damned if I march. 

And so their answers went. Sick, absent, " will not march/* 
etc., that out of a company of sixty-three men only twenty- 
two proffered themselves ready and willing to march. 

The officers of the " Flying Camp" were : 

Samuel Patterson, Colonel. 

George Latimer,* Lieutenant-ColoneL 

William MooDY,t Captain. 

Joseph Caldwell, Captain. 

Thomas Kean,^ Captain. 

James Dunn, Captain. 

* George Latimer, whom I take to be the brother of Dr. Henry Latimer, 
a surgeon of the Revolution, is thus spoken of in a letter from a British spy : 
<<At Newport is the habitation and effects of one of McKinley's Priry 
Council, a vile rebel, well known by the name of George Latimer, — ^his lather 
a Judge of Common Pleas." 

f Captain Moody was the father of John Moody, some years since a 

sheriff of New Castle County. 

X Captain Thomas Kean was fhe father of fhe late Matthew Kean,of Wil- 
mington. 




THE REVOLUTIONARY SOLDIERS OF DELAWARE, 2$ 

Thomas Skilungton, Captain. 
Matt. Manlove, Captain. 
John Woodgate, Captain. 
Nathaniel Mitchell,* Captain. 

The term of enlistment, however, of the " Flying Camp" 
expired on December i, 1776: winter, at that day, usually 
commencing by that time, which was protection enough 
both to the Middle Colonies and Washington's rear ; and 
the soldiers composing the camp returned to their homes, 
much to their own pleasure and doubtless the same to their 
commander. Congress had, by the fall of 1776, become 
enlightened on the subject of militia, and short terms of 
enlistment. The troubles and dissatisfaction in what might 
be called the regular army, as well as in the "Flying 
Camp," demonstrated that, if success was to be obtained, 
the army must be reorganized. And, therefore, on Septem- 
ber 16, 1776, Congress resolved "that eighty-eight Bat- 
talions be enlisted as soon as possible, to serve during the 
present war, and that each State furnish their respective 
quotas in the following proportions." Without giving them 
at length, it is only necessary to say that Delaware's quota 
was one battalion, — a battalion in Revolutionary times 
meant eight hundred men. The resolution of Congress 
gave the very small bounty of twenty dollars to non-com- 
missioned officers and privates, and one hundred acres of 
land to those who served during the war, or to their 
children, if they were killed, and provided that though the 

* Nathaniel Mitchell was from Sussex County, and in 1805 elected gov- 
ernor of the State. 
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officers should be commissioned by Congress, their appoint- 
ment, except general officers, was to be left to the govern- 
ment of the several States, and each State must provide 
arms, clothing, etc., etc. 

This was a step in the right direction, and made the army 
what it afterwards became, fit, able, and capable to compete 
with the British soldiers. Let us see what effect it had on 
the then army. Haslet's regiment will serve for an illus- 
tration. He had left Dover in July with eight hundred 
men, not precisely militia, but our State troops, as they 
were called. It is true they had gone through the battles 
of Brooklyn and White Plains, but those could not have 
depleted it to the number I now state. In a general return 
of the army in service on November 3, 1776, Haslet's 
Delaware Regiment is returned as follows : 

One colonel; one lieutenant-colonel; three captains; 
not a single first lieutenant ; three second lieutenants ; five 
ensigns; one chaplain; one adjutant, and one mate; twelve 
sergeants; nine drummers and fifers; two hundred and 
seventy-three privates; twenty-six sick and present, and 
two hundred and twenty-eight sick and absent, — ^which 
meant at home, — a total of only five hundred and forty- 
eight, of which, officers included, of those present and fit 
for duty, about three hundred. 

The same general return was made on December 22, 
following, three days before the battle of Trenton, and we 
find this state of things. Present and fit for duty, — one 
colonel; one lieutenant-colonel; one first lieutenant; not 
a single second lieutenant; two ensigns; one adjutant; 
one mate; five sergeants; one drummer and fifer; and 
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ninety-two privates ; thirty-two present and sick ; a g^nd 
total of only one hundred and twenty-four, and all that 
constituted Haslet's regiment in the battles of Trenton 
and Princeton ! Where were the officers, you will ask ; and 
where were the privates ? Delaware had been called on for 
her quota under this resolution of Congress; the men to 
serve during the war was the attraction, and Haslet's 
officers left him to get positions in the new regiment Of 
Haslet's officers, Captain David Hall became colonel of 
this new regiment; Captain Charles Pope, its lieutenant- 
colonel; Captain Joseph Vaughan, its major; Lieutenant 
John Patten, a captain; Lieutenant Robert Kirkwood, a 
captain; Lieutenant Anderson, a lieutenant; Ensign Peter 
Jacquett, a captain ; Lieutenant Learmonth, a captain ; and 
Lieutenant James Moore, a captain. Thus nine officers 
from Haslet's regiment obtained appointments in Colonel 
David Hall's new regiment. These officers doubtless 
carried off a great many of their men. No wonder, 
therefore, that on the 3d of November and on the 22d of 
December Haslet made such a poor show in his return of 
both officers and men. He himself had evidently become 
disgusted and chagrined; there was found in his pocket, 
when he was killed, an order permitting him to return 
home to recruit for his regiment. 

This regiment of Hall's became the justly celebrated 
" Delaware Regiment" The first company to join it was 
Captain John Patten's. They were mustered in on Novem- 
ber 30, 1776. The second company was Captain Robert 
Kirkwood's, mustered in on the next day, December i, 
1776. The commissions of these two as captains bore 
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these respective dates: Patten's, November 30, and Kirk- 
wood's, December i, 1776. 

As these two companies were the pioneers of the regi- 
ment, I will give the names of their officers. 

First, Patten's. 
Captain, John Patten. 

Lieutenant, William McKennan. 

Ensign, Eujah Skillington. 

First Sergeant, William Maxwell. 
Second Sergeant, Archibald McBride. 
First Corporal, Henry Rowan. 
Second Corporal, David Young. 
Third Corporal, Dennis Dempsey. 

Privates, thirty-two. 

Kirkwood's was: 

Captain, Robert Kirkwood. 

Lieutenant, Richard Wilds. 

Ensign, Griffith Jordan. 

Sergeants, Daniel Cochran. 

" James Dougherty. 

" Samuel Davis. 

*' Robert Hewes. 

Corporals, James Stenson. 

" MosES JOAB. 

" James Lowery. 

" Archibald McBride. 
And twenty-two privates. 

These and the other six companies, which afterwards 
joined the regiment, were filled up to the standard during 
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the winter and following spring. By the Journals of our 
Colonial Legislature, it appears there were the usual diffi- 
culties and delays in filling up the regriment, clothing and 
arming it. But by the beginning of April all was com- 
pleted, and the officers appointed. 
They were as follows : 

Colonel, David Hall. 
Lieutenant-Colonel, Charles Pope. 

Major, Joseph Vaughan. 

Adjutant, George Purvis. 

Paymaster, Edward Roche. 

Quartermaster, THonfAS Anderson. 

Surgeon, Reuben Gilder 

Surgeon's Mate, John Platt. 

Their commissions bear date April 5, 1777. 

« 

It is very difficult to obtain a correct history of the regi- 
ment for the years 1777-78-79. What we have is from tradi- 
tion, and the private letters and papers of its officers, and 
these last are very few and difficult to find ; the descendants 
of those officers apparently caring nothing for their pres- 
ervation, and those who have had the charge of the papers 
of the State have been equally negligent and careless of 
the preservation of the rolls, returns, and other records 
relating and belonging to the regiment. There are in the 
State House at Dover but few original rolls, or other 
returns, or papers of any kind, of the regiment. 

But we know that the regiment joined Washington in 
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the Jerseys in the spring of 1777, and participated in the 
battles of Brandywine, Germantown, and Monmouth. 

We have, however, no historical account of the particular 
part or share borne by the regiment in these battles. 
Brigades are the smallest bodies of troops mentioned in the 
returns in battles of the size of these. But we know that 
they were not only with Washington in his battles, but they 
were with him at Valley Forge, and throughout that long 
and dreary winter bore their sufferings and deprivations as 
became American soldiers. 

It was in the South, however, where they won their 
immortality. 

The United States from the beginning of the war had 
been divided into two military departments, the Northern 
and Southern: the Southern consisting of the States of 
Virginia, North Carolina, South Carolina, and Georgia ; all 
the rest of the States constituted the Northern. In the 
spring of 1780, the Southern delegates in Congress having 
for some time before been urging the substitution of a more 
experienced general in the South, the Congress added 
Maryland and Delaware to the Southern Department, and 
ordered General Gates South, as commander-in-chief of 
that department. And the Maryland and Delaware troops, 
then encamped around Morristown, in New Jersey, were on 
April 13, 1780, ordered South. Upon April 16 they took 
up their line of march. There were .two regiments from 
Maryland and our one, between one thousand four hundred 
and one thousand five hundred men in all. The Baron de 
Kalb was assigned as their commander. I have not been 
able to obtain a roll of the regiment for the month of April, 
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1780. The companies had become, in the winter of 1779- 
80 vtry much reduced, averaging only about thirty-five 
men; but by the time of their order to the South, April 13, 
1780, they had been recruited up to about sixty men each, 
making the regiment about five hundred strong. 

I have the rolls of the different companies for February, 
1780, but have no lists of the recruits. This is owing to 
the fact that after their march South there are no returns of 
the regiment on file in Secretary of State's office. 



Muster Roll of the Fields Staffs other Officers ^ and Privates of 

the Delaware Regiment of Foot, commanded by Colonel 

David Hall, for the month of February^ 1780. 



Date of Commission. 

1777, April 5, 
1777, April 5, 

1777, April 5, 

1778, Aug. 15, 
1778, Sept 10, 
1778, Sept. 10, 
1777, April 5, 
1777, April 5, 



David Hall, 
Charles Pope, 
Joseph Vaughan, 
George Purvis, 
Edward Roche, 
Thomas Anderson, 
Reuben Gilder, 
John Platt, 



Rank. 

Colonel. 

Lieutenant-Colonel. 

Major. 

Adjutant 

Paymaster. 

Quartermaster. 

Surgeon. 

Surgeon's Mate. 



first company. 



1776, Nov. 30, John Patten, Captain. 

1777, April 5, Wm. McKennan, First Lieutenant 

1778, Sept. 8, EujAH Skillington, Second Lieutenant 
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Non-Commissioned Officers and PrivaUs. 

First Sergeant, William Maxwell. 
Second Sergeant, Archibald McBride. 
First Corporal, David Young. 
Second Corporal, Dennis Dempsey. 
Third Corporal, Henry Rowan. 
Drummer, Benjamin Jones. 

Fifer, Joseph Staton. 



Privates, 



John Clifton, 
Patrick McCallister, 
Ebenezer Blackshire, 
Patrick Duey, 
John Andrews, 
William Walker, 
John Benson, 
Cornelius Hagney. 
Thomas McCann, 
Patrick Burk, 
Levin Leasatt, 
John Barnes, 
James Neill, 
William Kilty, 
William Newell, 
John Mitchell, 
James Brown, 

John 



Samuel Piles, 
Alexander Clark, 
Samuel Dodd, 
Richard Davis, 
Robert Miller, 
Frederick Reid, 
John McCabe, 
John McGill, 
John Hatfield, 
John Robinson, 
Isaac Griffin, 
Michael Dorman, 
Robert Dyer, 
James Bennett, 
Abraham Mears, 
Whittinton Clifton, 
Hugh Donnelly, 
Highway. 
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SECOND COMPANY. 

1776, Dec. I, Robert Kirkwood, Captain. 

1777, April 5, Daniel P. Cox, First Lieutenant. 

1778, Sept., Charles Kidd, Second Lieutenant 

Non-Commissioned Officers and Privates. 
First Sergeant, Jonathan Jordan. 



Second Sergeant, 
Third Sergeant, 
First Corporal, 
Second Corporal, 
Drummer, 
Fifer, 



Adam Johnston, 
John McKnight, 
William Keys, 
Thomas Townshend, 
William Drew, 
John Stuart, 
Levi Bright, 
James Hammon, 
John Miller, 
Francis Williams, 
Benjamin Bennett, 
Stephen Anderson, 
John Brown, 
James Weighnwright, 
Benjamin Thompson, 
William Lewis, 
John Eirving, 



William Seymour. 
William Reddin. 
Nehemiah Nichols. 
Christopher Willett. 
Edward Robinson. 
John Johnson. 

Privates. 

John Carr, 



William Whitworth, 
Henry Willis, 
Eli Dodd, 
Stephen Bowen, 
William Donaldson, 
Peter Croft, 
James Moones, 
Cornelius Grimes, 
Thomas Toole, 
Joseph Preston, 
Thomas Walker, 
William Heagans, 
Joseph Ferguson, 
Andrew Bollard, 
John Norman, 
Joseph Culver. 
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THIRD COMPANY. 

1777, April 5, John Learmonth, Captain. 

1778, Aug. 16, Henry Duff, First Lieutenant. 
1778, Sept. 10, Thomas Anderson, Second Lieutenant. 

Non-Commissioned Officers and Privates. 

First Sergeant, John Esham. 
Second Sergeant, George Collins. 
Third Sergeant, Seth Brooks. 
First Corporal, Charles Hamilton. 
Second Corporal, William Black. 



Drummer, 


William Hook. 


Fifer, 


William Skinner. 




Privates. 


Michael T^catt, 


Andrew Dixon, 


Levi Jackson, 


Mark Beckett, 


James Turner, 


William Orton, 


Timothy I -ay field, 


Thomas Harper, 


Eliakim Paris, 


Charles Connelly, 


William Barker, 


George Mershaw, 


James Cook, 


Samuel Latimore, 


James Crampton, 


John Middleton, 


George Hill, 


William Plowman, 


Thomas HoUston, 


Michael Garvin, 


William Lingo, 


Thomas Harris, 


Jeremiah Brown, 


Thomas Flinn, 


William Hook, 


Henry Neisbett, 


Charles Wharton, 


Robert Heastings, 


Dennis Flavin, 


Peter Ricords, 


Jonathan Ireland, 


David Davis, 


John Watkins. 
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1777, April 5, 
1777, April 5, 
1779, Oct. 27, 



FOURTH COMPANY. 

Peter Jaquett, Captain. 

James Campbell^ First Lieutenant 

Stephen McWilliam, Second Lieutenant. 



Nofi' Commissioned Officers and Privates, 

First Sergeant, Mitchell Kershaw. 
Second Sergeant, Mordecai Berry. 
Third Sergeant, Jenkins Evins. 
First Corporal, Michael Elwood. 
Second Corporal, Abijah Houston.* 
Drummer, Adam Joland. 



Privates. 



William Wallis, 
Isa Williams, 
William Ake, 
John Turner, 
William Wright, 
James Demar, 
Michael Dougherty, 
•John Joland, 
James Redmand, 
William Jones, 
Andrew Daly, 
Johnson Fleetwood, 
Matthew Hilford, 
Henry Norwood, 
William Furbush, 
John Gasford, 
David Willaby, 



Casy Hall, 
Zadock Tucker, 
Thomas Derrick, 
Hambleton O'Neall, 
John Noble, 
Bartholomew Adams, 
Jacob McKinley, 
Hugh Fleming, 
William Simpson, 
John Cook, 
John Grorman, 
James Scott, 
John Castle, 
Timothy Kilkenny, 
Jacob Benton, 
Robert Stafford, 
John Peoples. 
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1777, March i, 

1778, Jany. 26, 
1778, Sept 10, 



fifth company. 

John Wilson, 
Paul Quenswalt, 
Edward Roche, 



Captain. 

First Lieutenant 

Second Lieutenant 



Non-Commissioned Officers and Privates, 

First Sergeant, Moses Pharis. 
Second Sergeant, John Cox. 
Third Sergeant, John Spencer. 
First Corporal, James Husbands. 
Second Corporal, Joseph Emertson. 
Third Corporal, John King. 
Fifer, Michael Green. 

Privates. 



Solomon Price, 
Robert Downs, 
Robert Timmons, 
Jesse Timmons, 
William Fleming, 
William Slay, 
Richard Moore, 
Nathaniel Norton, 
Joshua Brown, 
Nathan Amot, 
William Fish, 
Samuel Miller, 
Samuel Long, 
Isaac Carrall, 

Samuel 



John Wiley, 
John Service, 
Elias Meeker, 
David Ellis, 
Frederick Vanderlip, 
Neil Levinston, 
Jacob Cork, 
John Hill, 
Benjamin Moody, 
Joseph McAfee, 
William Simpson, 
Isaac Landsley, 
Levin Painter, 
Kinley Haslett, 
Wooden. 




IHE REVOLUTIONARY SOLDIERS OF DELAWARE. 37 



SIXTH COMPANY. 

1779, March i, John Corse, 

1778, Sept. 10, Caleb Brown, 

Non-Commissioned Officers and Privates. 
First Sergeant, James Murphy. 
Second Sergeant, Patrick Dunn. 
Third Sergeant, Emanuel Pierson. 



Captain. 

First Lieutenant 



Corporal, 


Alexander McDonald. 


Corporal, 


Charles Dowds. 


Corporal, 


Thomas Miller. 


Drummer, 


William Lewis. 


Fifer, 


John Jackson. 




Privates, 


Patrick Flinn, 


William Legg, 


John Todd, 


Jasper Muscord, 


Zedekiah Ridgway, 


Thomas Rhodes, 


Littleton Pickron, 


Richard Taylor, 


William Burch, 


Anthony Delavonia, 


James Wilkinson, 


John King, 


John Conner, 


William Dixon, 


John Hill, 


John Furbis, 


William Stanton, 


John Stewart, 


James Marsh, 


William Perry, 


Harmon Clark, 


John Patterson, 


Purnell Truitt, 


Roger McCormick, 


Edward Hallowell, 


John Harris, 


James Carson, 


John Bently, 


Moses Niells, 


William Grave, 


John Blake, 


Samuel Bass, 


George Lea, 


Edward Morris. 
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1776, Dec. 4, 
1778, Aug. 16, 



SEVENTH COMPANY. 

John Rhodes, Captain. 

Caleb P. Bennett, First Lieutenant 



Non- Commissioned 
First Sergeant, 
Second Sergeant, 
First Corporal, 
Second Corporal, 
Drummer, 
Fifer, 



Officers and Privates. 
HosEA Wilson. 
Charles Coulter. 
Samuel Cross. 
Thomas Nash. 
Robert Thompson. 
William Baily. 



Privates, 



William Smith, 
William Willis, 
Patrick Coleman, 
Edward Conner, 
William Murphey, 
Thomas Saxon, 
Thomas Collins, 
Jacob Cook, 
Richard Hudson, 
Joshua Shehorn, 
John Hurbert, 
Christopher Crook, 
John Neilson, 
John Cornell, 

Richard 



Richard Pierson, 
Patten Burns, 
George Clifton, 
Neill McCann, 
William Kelty, 
Samuel Nicholas, 
Martemas Sipple, 
John Pemberton, 
Daniel Lawler, 
Richard Curryfoot, 
John Preston, 
Richard Harris, 
William Holt, 
John McConaughey, 
Coffin. 



1777, Oct. IS, 

1778, Aug. 16, 



eighth company. 

George Purvis, 
Joseph Hosman, 



Captain. 

First Lieutenant. 
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Non- Commissioned 

Second Lieutenant, 
First Sergeant, 
Second Sergeant, 
Third Sergeant, 
First Corporal, 
Second Corporal, 
Third Corporal, 
Drummer, 
Fifer, 



Officers and Privates, 

Joseph Hosman. 
John Kowan. 
Thomas McGuire. 
Thomas Thompson. 
Jacob Finly. 
Dennis Leary. 
James Corse. 
David Miller. 
John Hackney. 



Privates, 



Jonathan Coote, 
Ellis Flower, 
Alexander Dunlap, 
Daniel Handley, 
Alexander Flower, 
Patrick Mooney, 
John Lahcat, 
Frederic Holden, 
John Duffy, 
John CuUen, 
Jesse Royall, 
John Pumeill, 
William Gattery, 
James Bersine, 
Charles Freeman, 
Levin Hicks, 
Thomas Clark, 



Nathan Bowen, 
William Peirson, 
Patrick McCurdy, 
Joseph Tapp, 
2^dock Morris, 
John Random, 
William Roe, 
John Phillips, 
Thomas Mason, 
Thomas Mattingly, 
Daniel Daily, 
William Oglesby, 
Daniel Murray, 
James Kennig, 
John Stephens, 
Thomas Gordan, 
Thomas Townsend. 
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Regimental Officers, 

Sergeant Major, John Cazier. 

Second Sergeant Major, Robert Oram. 

Drum Major, Herdbian Anderson. 

Fife Major, Timothy Cook. 

Colonel Hall did not march with his regriment, nor did 
he ever join it again. Having been seriously wounded at 
Germantown, he had not recovered from it sufficiently to 
warrant his taking the field. Lieutenant-Colonel Pope was 
on furlough at the time of the march, and did not go South. 

They marched from Morristown to the Head of Elk, as it 
was called, now Elkton, in Cecil County, Maryland. This 
march was through Philadelphia and Wilmington, — ^the dis- 
tance being io8 miles. They were veterans of three years' 
service, as thoroughly trained, as brave, and as good soldiers 
as the Continental Army could turn out, and if Greene had 
only been assigned at that time to the command of the 
Southern Department instead of Gates, their worse than 
decimation at Camden would have been avoided, and the 
lives of many of these noble and glorious men saved. A 
description of their appearance as they passed through 
Philadelphia on this march will be interesting. It is in a 
letter from a lady : 

<* What an army, said both Whig and Tory, as they saw them pass. The 
shorter men of each company in the front rank, the taller men behind them 
— some in hunting shirts — ^some in oniforms — ^some in common clothes — some 
with their hats cocked, and some without, and those who did cock them, not 
all wearing them the same way, but each man with a green sprig, emblem of 
hope, in his hat, and each bearing his firelock with what, even to uninstructed 
eyes, had the air of skillful training.'' 
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From the Head of Elk all the troops were taken by 
water to Petersburg, in Virgfinia, except the park of artillery, 
which went by land, guarded by a detachment from all the 
line. In the short description of the march, and of the state 
of the troops on it, and their want of provisions, I extract 
freely from a manuscript "Journal of the Southern Ex- 
pedition, by William Seymour, a Sergeant Major of the 
Delaware Regiment," which journal is now in possession 
of the Historical Society of Pennsylvania. Seymour says 
that the troops, having all met at Petersburg on the 26th of 
May, remaining there four days, then left for Hillsborough 
in North Carolina, and arrived there on June 22, — ^469 miles 
from Head of Elk. From there they marched to Bufialo 
Ford, on Deep River, where General Gates took the 
command. " At this time," says Seymour, " we were much 
distressed for want of provisions — men were sent out to cut 
the grain (com) for daily sustenance — ^but could scarcely 
get enough to keep the troops from starving — which caused 
many of the men to desert." A little further on in his 
journal, in writing of this scarcity, he says : 

** That for fourteen dajrs we drew but half pound of flour per man. Some- 
times a half pound of beef, but so bad that scarce any mortal could make 
use of it : and we lived chiefly on green apples and peaches, which rendered 
us weak and sickly." 

George Washington Greene, in the life of his father, Gen- 
eral Greene, in describing the sufferings of our troops on 
this march for the want of provisions, and whose de- 
scription corresponds exactly with Seymour's, says that 
the officers, controlling their hunger, ate only of the lean, 
and unsavory beef which they collected day by day in the 
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woods, — that is, they denied themselves the unripe com 
and green apples and green peaches, and adding, some of 
them made soup out of their beef, and thickened their soup 
with hair powder. Gates had promised them, when he took 
up his line of march from Deep River, '' Rum and Rations ;" 
'' that plentiful supplies were close at hand, and could not 
&il to reach them in one or at farthest two days." But in 
this, as in most of his promises in this campaign, he was de- 
ceiving his men. 

I have nothing to say of his promise of ** rum,'' for in 
Revolutionary times an allowance of it daily was served 
with the rations. 

They were now approaching Camden, the theatre of their 
first great battle in the South, and where, though the issue 
was disastrous to the Americans, the Delaware and Mary- 
land troops won imperishable renown. It is not my in- 
tention to describe this battle, at least at length, nor, indeed, 
any of the other battles in which they were afterwards 
engaged. To do this would be foreign from the object of 
this paper ; all that I shall do will be to recount such parts 
as our regiment took in them. The battle of Camden was 
fought, as you all know, on August i6, 1780. Seymour 
says under date of 13, while encamped at Rugely's Mills, 
thirteen miles from Camden : 

** Here we were joined by about three thousand militia from Virginia and 
North Carolina, which seemed a good omen of success, but proved to be our 
utter ruin in the end, for, placing too much confidence in them, they at length 
deceived us, and left us in the lurch." 

In this, as we shall see, Seymour was right. In fact, the 
battle was a mistake; it was fought by Gates against the 
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advice of his officers, among whom conspicuously was De 
Kalb; misfortunes of all kinds appeared to centre around 
them all the preceding night as well as the day of the 
battle. Seymour says that at midnight, on the night of the 
15th, just before the order to march, "instead of rum we 
were given molasses, which instead of enlivening our spirits, 
jallap would have been no worse." Then on the march 
about one o'clock in the morning the two armies met. They 
instantly, to use a military phrase, felt each other, and Gates, 
having with a fiituity which was remarkable in this fight, 
put Armand's corps (which was a made-up affair out of 
all sorts of material, — ^foreigners, deserters, etc.) in front 
They no sooner saw the flashes of the enemy's guns than 
the whole corps turned its back and ran, carrying confusion 
and dismay into our ranks. But they not only fled, but 
robbed in their flight the baggage-wagons of the Delaware 
and Maryland regiments. Both armies, now halting until 
daylight, renewed the fight just at daybreak, on the pari of 
the Americans ^ as Seymour says, '' with great alacrity and 
uncommon bravery," but the militia, as he has declared^ 
did prove to be their utter ruin. 

The veterans of the enemy composed his right, the Vir- 
ginia militia our left, — here should the Maryland and Dela- 
ware regiments have been, for then it would have been vet- 
eran against veteran. 

As the enemy drew near, however, the Virginia militia — 
some of them firing but once, some of them without so 
much as firing a single shot — ^threw their loaded guns down 
and basely retreated ; some " throwing down their arms and 
running into the enemy's ranks." The North Carolina 
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militia soon followed this shameful example. The Conti- 
nentals, which were the Maiyland regiments and our Dela- 
ware regiment, not fourteen hundred in all, with a single 
regiment of North Carolinians, were alone left to oppose the 
enemy. They stood as men never stood before or since. 
My words are weighed, and I repeat them, " as men never 
stood before or since." With three thousand militia flying, 
tearing through their ranks, "bursting away like an un- 
armed torrent," with all this demoralization, with Britain's 
best soldiers pressing them, the flower, it is said, of the 
British army, commanded by the best of Britain's officers, 
" they held their ground, charging and repelling charges, 
broken more than once, and borne down by superior 
numbers, but forming again and rallying and fighting 
bravely to the end." In vain did Otho Williams cry to his 
men, ** Take trees, men^ choose your trees, men, and give 
them an Indian charge." In vain did the gigantic De Kalb 
reform his ranks when broken^ and lead them to the charge 
when reformed. In vain did he cry, " Give them the bayonet, 
men! give them the bayonet." In vain did his clear voice 
ring out cheerily, exhorting, encouraging, guiding, leading, 
while bullet after bullet struck him with &tal accuracy. 
What the bayonets of the enemy's foot could not do, the 
charge of Tarleton's cavalry did ; they broke before it, and 
what was left of the two Maryland and our Delaware regi- 
ments retreated. The Delaware regiment went into this fight 
five hundred strong. Lee in his Memoirs, Greene in the life of 
his father, Otho Williams in his account of the battle, and 
our Sergeant Seymour in his Diary, all use the same ex- 
pression, the same language, — ^viz., " In this battle the regi- 
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ment of Delaware was nearly annihilated/' and it was, really 
and truly. Of the five hundred, there remained after the 
battle — ^and remember the battle lasted scarcely an hour — 
four captains, seven subalterns, three staff officers, nineteen 
non-commissioned officers, eleven musicians, and one hun- 
red and forty-five (145) rank and file, — one hundred and eighty- 
eight in all. Eleven commissioned officers and thirty-six 
privates were made prisoners, forty-seven altogether, making, 
including prisoners, a total of two hundred and thirty-five, 
and leaving a dead roll of two hundred and sixty-five for a 
short fight of one hour. Well might the brave De Kalb, 
with his dying breath, '' breathe benedictions on his faithful, 
brave divisions.'' Well might he say that it was glorious to 
die whilst leading such troops. Well might their bravery 
extort eulogies, as it did, from the enemy ; Cornwallis and 
Rawdon and Webster, and even the proud, supercilious, 
bitter, and cruel soldier, Tarleton, praised them. 

So long as they could count on Armand's legion and 
the Virginia and North Carolina militia, victory appeared 
certain, for they greatly outnumbered the enemy. Numbers 
will tell, and they counted on them. But Armand fled 
before daylight, and the militia with the rising sun. Then 
De Kalb and Williams, recognizing the emergency, gave 
their respective orders, the one for an " Indian charge," the 
other for the " bayonet." And bravely were these orders 
obeyed : but decimation followed. Man for man, the result 
would have been different, but superiority of numbers and 
Tarleton's cavalry could not be resisted. Otho Williams 
says they stood too long, but it was in obedience to orders ; 
they never received orders to retreat nor any order from 
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any general officer from the commencement of the action 
until it became desperate. Greneral Gates himself was not 
there to observe the battle and issue orders accordingly. 
He had gone off with the flying militia, and upon the 
evening of the day of the battle was at Charlotte, sixty 
miles away. It is not for me to find fault with him, when 
General Greene and Henry Lee did not After Saratoga he 
can scarcely be accused of cowardice, but he did, in my 
opinion, at Camden, notwithstanding Charles Lee*s warn* 
ing, " exchange his Northern laurels for Southern willows." 

Among the officers of the Delaware regiment who were 
taken prisoners were Lieutenant-Colonel Vaughan, the 
commander of the regiment, and Major Patten. They 
held the right, and had pressed the enemy back ; but the 
flight of the militia, relieving that portion of the enemy's 
line in their front, the opportunity was seized by him 
to attack them in flank. The capture of these officers 
shows where the Delaware regiment was, — in the advance. 
Vaughan starting, as we have seen, with the regiment 
from Morristown as its major, had by reason of Colonel 
Hall not joining it, become its lieutenant-colonel, and Captain 
John Patten, by reason of being its senior captain, became 
its major. After their capture these officers were sent to 
Charleston, and after a detention of some time, were paroled ; 
but not being exchanged, they did not, as they could not, 
join their regiment. Their capture put the regiment 
under the command of Kirkwood, who became senior 
captain, on Patten's promotion. At Charlotte and Hills- 
borough he collected what remained of the regiment, and 
three companies of light infantry being formed out of 
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the different corps, to the command of one of them, com- 
posed of the remnants of the Delaware and Second Mary- 
land Regiments, Captain Robert Kirkwood was assigned. 
They were in all the battles under Greene, in the South, 
from this time until the surrender of Charleston, — Greene, 
as is well known, having been sent South to relieve Gates, 
after the latter's failure at Camden. They were at the 
Cowpens with Morgan, who told them the night before the 
battle, "Give them three fires, boys, and you are free!" 
" Yes, the old wagoner will crack his whip over Ben Tarle- 
ton in the morning, as sure as you live," — ^and he did. 
But the militia again ran : but this time only to take shelter 
behind the Continentals. Then it was that the battle was 
saved, by Colonel Washington's horse charging and break- 
ing the English cavalry, and the Delaware and Maryland 
light in&ntry "giving them the bayonet," under their 
General Howard's order. Seymour, in his description in 
his Diary of this fight, says : 

" Tarleton endeavored to outflank us on the right, to prevent which Cap- 
tain Kirkwood wheeled his Company to the right and attacked their left flank 
so rigorously that they were soon repulsed ;" 

and then goes off into this not very grammatical but doubt- 
less sincere panegyric : 

'< Capt. Robert Kirkwood, whose heroick valour and uncommon and un- 
daunted bravery must needs be recorded in history till after years." 

In this march to the Cowpens he also gives this descrip- 
tion of the country, the people, and their houses; after 
speaking of the difficulties of the march, in crossing deep 
swamps and climbing very steep hills, he says : 



y 
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^ ** The inhabitants along this way live very poorly ; their plantations, un- 

cultivated, and living in mean houses ; they seem chiefly to be of the o&pring 
of the ancient Irish, being very afiable and courteous to strangers." 

The regiment was with Greene in his celebrated retreat 
before Comwallis from the left bank of the Catawba to the 
termination of his pursuit of him at Ramsay's Mills. In 
the management of this retreat Greene is said to have dis- 
played more of genius and more of the marks of a great 
commander than he ever did before or afterwards. One of 
his biographers says : 

" Perhaps a brighter era does not adorn the military career of any leader." 
— Caldwell's Life, p. 250. 

It was in the course of xV that he turned the current of 
adverse fortune, which he afterwards directed so that the 
enemy were swept from his numerous strongholds in the 
Southern Department, and contributed so pre-eminently to 
the speedy and felicitous issue of the war. 

Our Sergeant Seymour, in speaking of this march, says : 

"Most of the men were entirely without shoes, and that they marched 
night and day, and had no time to cook what provisions they had." 

It was on this march that it is related that Greene, passing 
a sentinel who was barefoot, said, — 

I fear, my good fellow, you must suffer from cold." 
Pretty much so," was the reply. " But I do not com- 
plain, for they say in a few days we shall have a Aght, and 
then, by the blessing of God, I shall take care to secure a 
pair of shoes." 

The Delawares were with General Greene in the battle of 
Guilford, which followed, and which Seymour puts down in 



« 
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his Diary, on the day of the fight, as a drawn battle if not a 
victory, although Greene fell back. It was really a victory ; 
Greene claimed it, and Cornwallis, after the war was over, 
acknowledged it. Greene in his report of it speaks of the 
" Old Delaware Company under the brave Captain Kirk- 
wood," and in the same report, in speaking of an attack 
upon his line made by Lieutenant-Colonel Webster, of the 
enemy (a brave and gallant officer, who was wounded in 
making it, and subsequently died), says, after mentioning 
another flight of the North Carolina militia : 

" Here was posted the first regiment of Maryland, Colonel Gunby — . . . 
the enemy rushed in to close fire, but so firmly was he received by this body 
of veterans, supported by Hawes* regiment of Virginia and Kirkwood*s com- 
pany of Delawares, that with equal rapidity he was compelled to recoil from 
the shock.'' 

And Henry Lee in his Memoirs in describing this battle 
says: 

*< That though the British General fought against two to one, he had greatly 
the advantage in the quality of his soldiers — General Greene's veteran in- 
fantry being only the first regiment of Maryland, the company of Delaware 
under Kirkwood (' to whom^ he says in a parenthesis, < none could he superior'), 
and the legion infantry, — altogether making only 500 rank and file." 

They were with Greene at Hobkirk's Hill, or, as it is 
sometimes called, "the second battle of Camden." And 
here Kirkwood, if not assigned the post of honor, was 
assigned to a most responsible position. In detailing his 
order of battle, he says : 

*' Kirkwood with his Light Infantry was placed in front to support the 
pickets, and retard the enemy's approach. As soon as the pickets began 
firing, Kirkwood hastened with his light infantry to their support, and the 

4 
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quick, shaxp volleys from the woods told how bravely he was bearing up 
against the weight of the British Army. Still he was slowly forced back, 
disputing the ground foot by foot» to the hill on which the Americans were 
waiting the signal to begin. . . . And soon Kirkwood with his light infantry, 
and Smith with the camp guards and pickets were seen falling slowly back, 
and pressing close upon them the British van. A few moments more, and 
Greene and Rawdon stood face to face." 

Greene in his orders of the day, after the battle, uses this 
language : 

« Though the action of yesterday terminated unfavorably to the American 
Arms, the General is happy to assure the troops that it is by no means de- 
cisive. The extraordinary exertions of the cavalry, commanded by Lieut. 
Col. Washington, the gallant behavior of the light infantry commanded by 
Captain Kirkwood^ and the firmness of the pickets under Captains Benson 
and Morgan, rendering the advantage expensive to the enemy, highly merit 
the approbation of the General, and the imitation of the rest of the troops." 

Seymour in his Diary says : 

" In this action the light infantry under Captain Robert Kirkwood were 
returned many thanks by Gen. Greene for their gallant behavior." 

Then they were with Greene in the siege of Ninety-Six. 
The orders were that Lieutenant-Colonel Lee, with the 
legion of infantry and Kirkwood's Delawares, are ordered 
to attack on the right : chosen men and true they are called 
in the life of Greene, and nobly did they sustain their 
character on this day. The assault failed, but Greene felt 
that he had reason to be proud of his army. In the after- 
noon orders he says : 

*< The General takes great pleasure in acknowledging the high opinion he 
has of the gallantry of the troops engaged in the attack of the enemy's re- 
doubts. The judicious and alert behavior of the light infantry of the legion, 
and those commanded by Captain Kirkwood, directed by Lieutenant-Colonel 
Lee, met with deserved success, etc., etc." 
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And then they were with Greene at Eutaw Springs, 
where, in giving the order of battle, it is said, " Washington 
and Kirkwood closed the rear, forming a reserve of cavalry 
and the gallant infantry of Delaware!' In describing a por- 
tion of the fight, G. W. Greene, in the life of his &ther, says, 
after speaking of Washington's attack with his cavalry, the 
shooting of his horse, and of his being wounded and taken 
prisoner : 

" Kirkwood and Hampton were now at hand, and the men of Delaware 
pressed forward with the bayonet, while Hampton, collecting the shattered 
remains of Washington's cavalry, still bleeding bat not disheartened, made 
another trial with them, but the position was too strong to be forced, and, 
though Kirkwood held his ground j Hampton was compelled to retire." 

And Greene himself, in his letter to the President of Con- 
gress, giving a report of this battle, says : 

'< I think myself principally indebted for the victory obtained, to the free 
use of the bayonet made by the Virginians and Marylanders, the infantry of 
the legion, and Captain Kirkwood* s light infantry^ and though few armies 
ever exhibited equal braveiy with ours in general, yet the conduct and in- 
trepidity of these corps were peculiarly conspicuous.^'' 

This was the last battle in which the regiment was 
engaged. When the report of it was submitted to Congress 
by Greneral Greene, they passed a resolution of thanks to 
him and his army, and included among them is this one : 

**That the thanks of the United States in G>ngress assembled be pre- 
sented to the officers and men of the Maiyland and Virginia brigades, and 
Delaware battalion of Continental troops, for the unparalleled braveiy and 
heroism by them displayed in advancing to the enemy through an incessant 
fire, and charging them with an impetuosity and order that could not be re- 
sisted." — October 29, 1781. 
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This was virtually the end of the war. Corawallis had 
surrendered, and there was little if any fighting afterwards : 
Seymour closes his diary with these words : 

*<Oii November i6, 1782, the Delaware Regiment had orders to hold 
themselves in readiness to march home from the southward. On the same 
day started from Head-quarters on the Ashley River for home; coming by 
way of Camden. Having arrived there November 22nd ; were detained thir- 
teen days by orders from General Greene, left on December 5th ; coming by 
way of Salisbury, Petersburgh, Carter's Ferry, on James River, we arrived at 
Georgetown in Maryland, January 12th, 1783; left there the same day and 
arrived at Christiana Bridge, on the 17th, after a march of seven hundred and 
twenty miles from Encampment on Ashley River, which was performed with 
veiy much difficulty, our men being so very weak after a tedious sickness 
which prevailed amongst them all last summer and fall." 

Before I take leave of Seymour, whose journal is very 
interesting, and the correctness and truthfulness of which 
is verified by the reports of others, — Greene, Williams, Lee, 
etc., etc., — I must quote a poetic tribute of his to Wash- 
ington, written in his journal, and at the end of which his 
initials (" W. S.") are signed. 

« Oh, Washington, thrice glorious name. 

What due rewards can man dicrie^ 
Empires are far below thy aim. 

And sceptres have no charm for thee. 
Virtue alone has thy regard. 
And she must be thy great reward. 

" W. S." 

If my object in this paper was an eulogy of the Dela- 
ware regiment, instead of a history of it, and of such of 
its officers of whom any information can now be gathered, 
here is the place to stop and make it ; but to do so would 
not only be a diversion from the object of this paper, but 
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time would not permit But I must be permitted to say 
this, that never before or since is there any record of as 
many battles in one campaign where the bayonet was so 
often resorted to, — ^both sides believed in it. Cornwallis 
doubtless thinking that the half-clothed, barefooted, half- 
starved rebels could not stand before it in the hands of his 
" Buffs," his " Fusileers," and his " Guards." But he mis- 
took his men, — ^those ragged, hungry soldiers were as good 
at it, and feared it less than the British soldiers. Greene 
and Williams and Howard believed in it, and Kirkwood 
knew how to use it. In every battle their cry was, " Give 
them the bayonet, men, give them the bayonet," and the 
Delaware regiment was always one of those selected to 
give them the bayonet. 

And again, there is scarcely a general order issued by 
Greene in this whole campaign, after any of his battles, in 
which the Delaware reg^iment is not particularly named as 
meriting especial praise. This, too, is a most high honor, 
and considering their almost total and absolute destitution 
of both clothing and provisions, from the beginning to the 
ending of the campaign, is remarkable. We have seen 
how they suffered for provisions in the outset. Throughout 
the whole campaign it was but little if any better. 

In clothing they were worse off, many of them so badly 
off that they could not go on parade. Of those who did 
appear, the ludicrous exhibition of shreds and patches, odds 
and ends of uniforms and old clothes, made a variety to 
which no display of a mock military could possibly do 
justice. 

But all these things did not discourage our Continentals. 
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The militia might run away in battle after battle, as they 
almost invariably did, they only fought the harder. In fact, 
fighting was what they enlisted for and fighting was what 
they did. Greene truly described in one of his letters his 
own and his army's business, — " We fight, get beat, rise and 
fight again." His especial eulogy of his Delaware soldiers, 
however, was his remark, on his way North, after the war, 
" that they exceeded all soldiers he had ever seen, as they 
could fight all day and dance all night." 

In Johnson's life of Greene, page 15 (second volume), in 
describing the battle of Guilford, he says : 

"Excepting the Infantry of the legion and Kirkwood*s little corps of 
Delawares, the First Regiment of Marylanders was the only body of men in 
the American Army who could be compared to the enemy in discipline and 
experience, and it is with confidence that wer challenge the modem world to 
produce an instance of better service, performed by the same number of men, 
in the same time." 

And here I may remark, that the company from whom 
we obtained our sobriquet of " Blue Hen's Chickens" was 
not in this (Hall's) regiment, as is generally supposed, but 
in Colonel Haslet's. The company was Captain Jonathan 
Caldwell's, and was recruited entirely in Kent County. The 
blue hen's brood would have had but small chance of dis- 
playing their fighting propensities if they had been taken 
South, judging from the straits the men were in for want 
of provisions. 

David Hall, the colonel of this regiment, was bom in 
Lewes, Sussex County; was a lawyer by profession, and 
lived and practised law at Lewes at the time he joined 
Haslet's regiment Lewes was then, and up to about the 
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beginning of this century, the county seat of Sussex County. 
He was quite young when he entered the army. He was 
with his regiment up to the battle of Germantown. Here 
he was severely wounded, and as he did not join his regi- 
ment afterwards, the inference is and, from what I can 
gather of his history, the fact was that it was owing to 
this wound. He died in 1818, having been in the year 
1802 elected governor of the State. His descendants still 
reside in Sussex County ; one of them, a grandson, — Mr. 
John W. Walker, — in Wilmington. 

The first lieutenant-colonel was Charles Pope. He lived 
at Smyrna, and was a merchant. It is to be regretted that 
so little can be learned as to his history. This is owing, 
probably, to his removal with his family, prior to 1800, to 
Georgia. He continued with his regiment until 1779, when, 
as I find by the returns of the regiment in the Secretary 
of State's office, at Dover, he came home on furlough, and 
I cannot find that he ever afterwards joined it. He cer- 
tainly did not go South with it. He is represented to have 
been a bold, dashing officer. 

Major and subsequently Lieutenant-Colonel Vaughan 
lived in or near Bridgeville, in Sussex County. Unfortu- 
nately little is known of his early history. He was an 
Englishman, and was engaged in the iron business, and 
had a furnace near Concord, in Sussex County. He joined 
Haslet's regiment, and in November, 1776, held the post 
of captain. Upon the organization of Hall's regiment he 
was elected its major, and held that position until the 
regiment was ordered South in April, 1780. Colonel Hall 
not marching with his regiment, nor Lieutenant-Colonel 
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Pope either, Major Joseph Vaughan was promoted from his 
majority to the lieutenant-colonelcy ; he went South with the 
regiment, but, unfortunately, was taken prisoner at Camden, 
and not having been exchanged, was never with it after- 
wards. All the reports we have name him as a brave and 
efficient officer. After the war he removed into what is 
known in the lower part of the State as " The Fork," — ^that 
is, that portion of the country between the two branches of 
the Nanticoke. This tract is altogether in Maryland, but 
lies adjacent to our State line. Here Lieutenant-Colonel 
Vaughan died, but when is not known. From his living 
there, the presumption is that he was a farmer ; but this is 
only inference. These facts were communicated to me by 
Hon. John W. Houston and J. R. Elligood, being all that 
they have ever been able to collect in relation to this gallant 
officer. 

John Patten was a farmer, near Dover. He was ap- 
pointed a lieutenant in Haslet's regiment, and in September, 
1776, when Congress called for troops to serve during the 
war, and fixed our quota at a regiment, or battalion as they 
called it, he raised a company, was made its captain, and 
his company was the first to join the regiment, and thus he 
became senior captain. Upon their order to the South, 
Major Vaughan was promoted to the lieutenant-colonelcy. 
Captain Patten, by virtue of his seniority among the cap- 
tains, was promoted to be major, and with Vaughan was 
taken prisoner at Camden, and being paroUed, but not 
exchanged, did not afterwards join his regiment He was 
a gallant, brave officer ; indeed, his and Vaughan's capture 
shows that on that morning they were in their right place, 
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— ^at the head of their regiment. He was with Haslet's 
regiment in the battlq of Brooklyn and White Plains, and 
fought with Hall's bravely at Brandywine, Germantown, 
and Monmouth. He returned to his farm after his parole, 
and upon the adoption of the United States Constitution 
was elected to the Third Congress as representative from 
this State. His seat, however, having been contested by 
Henry Latimer, he was unseated, but was subsequently 
elected to the Fourth Congress. His son, Joseph Patten, 
is now a resident of Wilmington, and his daughter having 
married the late John Wales, Esq., his grandchildren by 
that marriage are also among our most respected citizens. 

Robert Kirkwood was bom in Mill Creek Hundred, on 
the farm lately held by the heirs of Andrew Gray, Esq., 
near to White Clay Creek Church. His sister having 
married and settled in Newark, he was living with her at 
the outbreak of the Revolution, and was engaged in 
mercantile pursuits. He obtained a lieutenancy in Haslet's 
regiment, was with it at Brooklyn and White Plains, and, 
like most of Haslet's officers, sought and obtained positions 
in the new regiment to be raised under the call of September, 
1776, for men to serve during the war. His company was 
the second one to join the regiment. Patten's, as we have 
seen, being the first Patten's commission as captain is 
dated November 30, and Kirkwood's, December i, 1776, 
only one day's difference. The officers of Haslet's regi- 
ment who joined Hall's did not participate in the battle of 
Trenton and Princeton ; they had been permitted to come 
home in October and November to recruit for what Con- 
gress then greatly wanted, — men to serve during the war ; 
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and Hall's regiment was not fully organized at the date of 
these battles; in fact, it did not join the army until the 
month of April, 1777. Hall's commission as colonel is 
dated April 5, 1777. 

Kirkwood was with his regiment at Brandywine, German- 
town, Monmouth, went South with it, and, upon the capture 
of Vaughan and Fatten; succeeded to the command, by 
virtue of his being senior captain, after Patten's promotion 
as major of what was left of it after Camden. 

On that day, as we have seen, Maryland and Delaware, 
by their noble stand, saved whatever there was of honor, 
but it was at the cost of their almost entire annihilation. 
Kirkwood gathered them up, man by man, as they came 
into Salisbury and Hillsborough, and they were constituted 
into his famous Light Infantry Company, and were in all 
the battles afterwards, from Cowpens to Eutaw. Whether 
it was Greene, or Morgan, or Williams, or Howard, or Lee, 
speaking in general order, in letter, or in private conversa- 
tion, it was always "the brave Kirkwood and his Dela- 
wares," or " Kirkwood and his brave Delawares." Is any 
higher eulogium possible ? Greene, by odds, the genertd 
of the Revolution — its soldier — upraise from him — from the 
others, their fellow-soldiers, the officers under whose ^ts^ 
and by whose orders they gave the enemy the bayonet^ — 
praise from them — it must have been deserved. To show 
what Lee thought of Kirkwood, let me read what he says 
in his Memoirs, in speaking of the battle of Camden, and 
of the Delaware regiment being placed, after the capture 
of Vaughan and Fatten, under Kirkwood's command as 
senior captain : 
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" The State of Delaware furnished one regiment only, and certainly no 
regiment in the army surpassed it in soldiership. The remnant of that corps, 
less than two companies, from the battle of Camden, was commanded by 
Captain Kirkwood, who passed through the war with high reputation ; and 
yet as the line of Delaware consisted but of one regiment, and that regiment 
was reduced to a Captain's command — Kirkwood never could be promoted in 
regular routine, — a very glaring defect in the organization of the army, as it 
gave advantages to parts of the same armies, denied to other portions of it. 
The sequel is singularly hard. Kirkwood retired, upon peace, as a Captain, 
and when the army under St. Clair was raised to defend the West from the 
Indian Enemy, thb veteran resumed his sword as the oldest captain of the 
oldest regiment. In the decisive defeat of the 4th of November, the gallant 
Kirkwood fell, bravely sustaining his point of the action. It was the' thirty- 
third time he had risked his life for his country, and he died, as he had lived, 
the brave, meritorious, unrewarded Kirkwood." * 

Virginia alone recognized and appreciated his services. 
She, by a grant made in 1787, gave him two thousand acres 
of lands in the Northwest Territory, which are still held by 
his grandchildren, the land being in what is now the State 
of Ohio. His fate was peculiarly hard and unfortunate ; he 
passed through the thirty-two battles and skirmishes in the 
Revolution, and by great good fortune safely, never even 
seriously wounded ; but in this defeat of St. Clair, a rela- 
tively small Indian fight, he was killed. St. Clair, the 
most unfortunate of all of our Revolutionary generals, was 
led into ambush by the Indians, and his whole command 
slaughtered.* 

* Kirkwood married a Miss England, of White Clay Creek Hundred, in 
New Castle County. He left two children, a son and a daughter : Joseph, the 
son, removed to Ohio, where a large family survive him ; Mary, the daughter, 
married Arthur Whitely, of Dorchester County, Maryland, and died in 1850, 
leaving two children, — General R. H. K. Whitely, of the army, and Mrs. 
Mary A. Martin, of Newark. 
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I distinctly recollect two of the officers of this regiment, 
— Major Bennett and Major Jacquett 

Major Bennett, a tall, spare, old man, wearing knee- 
breeches, is very distinct in my memory. He lived in the 
house (in Wilmington) now occupied by Dr. Kane, and 
could be seen any summer afternoon, sitting upon his front 
pavement engaged in what we boys did not think a very 
manly employment, knitting yarn or cotton stockings, but 
yet, as a Revolutionary hero, was looked at with a sort of 
awe. He was elected governor of this State in 1832, but 
did not live out his term of office, dying in 1836.* 

Major Peter Jacquett was a small, thick-set man. His 
family were quite large landholders in New Castle Hun- 
dred. After the war he settled on his farm at the end of 
the causeway, on the road from Wilmington to New Castle, 
and lived there till his death, in 1834. He and Bennett, 
unlike soldiers generally, were not friends; they had not 
spoken to each other for years prior to Jacquett's death. 
From what I have heard of Jacquett, it was a hard matter 
for any one to keep on speaking terms with him. He was 
a cross, morose, quarrelsome man. Upon one occasion, 
having lost some wheat, he, without cause^ accused a neigh- 
bor, a very respectable man, a Mr. Thomas Tatlow, of stealing 
it, and wherever he went he was open and loud in his 
assertion that "Tom Tatlow was a thief." Tatlow sued 
him for slander, and recovered quite a heavy verdict. The 
late Judge Booth, who was his counsel, in explaining to 



* He had three children,— the late Captain Charles W. Bennett, of the 
U. S. R. M., and two daughters, Mrs. Lyell and Mrs. Pardee. 
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him his liability for his charge against Tatlow, told him 
that certain language was actionable in itself, — ^that is, if he 
called Tatlow a thief, or charged him with other felony, 
Tatlow could recover without showing any special damage, 
but that there were certain names which he could call him, 
without rendering himself liable to damages, unless Tatlow 
could show special damage. This explanation of the 
Judge was the old soldier's chance. He persuaded the 
Judge to put these words on paper, and wherever and 
whenever he afterwards met Tatlow, he would out with his 
paper, and beginning at the first would go through the roll 
of names, so long as Tatlow remained in earshot. 

The inscription upon his tomb in the old Swedes* church, 
in Wilmington, states : 

*<That he was bom April 6th, 1754, and died upon his fann at Crane 
Hook, September 13, 1834, aged So years. 

"That he joined the Delaware Regiment, January 4, 1776, and was in 
every general engagement under Washington which took place in Delaware, 
Pennsylvania, New Jersey, New York, and the Eastern States ; was ordered 
South to the Southern army under Gates, and with the brave De Kalb was 
in the battle of Camden, where the Delaware Regiment of eight Companies 
was reduced to two, of ninety-six men each, and when the command de- 
volved on Kirkwood and himself as oldest Captains. Was in the battles of 
Guilford, second battle of Camden, siege of '96, and battle of the village of 
that name ; battle of Eutaw Springs, and in every other battle under Greene, 
until the capture of Comwallis at Yorktown." 

This is a little too strongly and freely drawn, but is in 
the main true. Major Jacquett left no children. 

Edward Roche died within my memory. He was a 
small man, living in Seventh Street, following the occupa- 
tion of a scrivener, and dying in the year 1833. 
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Captain John Corse was from Smyrna. 

Lieutenant William McKennan was from Christiana 
Hundred. His father was a clergyman, and preached at 
what is yet called McKennan's Meeting-House. 

Lieutenant Stephen McWilliam was from New Castle. 
However, of them little information has been obtained, and 
so of Gilder, Purvis, Learmonth, Wilson, Rhodes, and Cox, 
as one hundred years have played sad havoc with every- 
thing connected with them but their reputation. In the 
case of most of them, their names are not now found among 
us, and all we can do is to honor and praise them as 
soldiers. 

In speaking of the officers of the line, the staff must not 
be overlooked. We furnished two surgeons of distinction, 
— Drs. Latimer and Tilton. 

Dr. Henry Latimer was bom in Newport, in 1752, He 
commenced the study of medicine in Philadelphia, and 
completed it by graduating at the Medical College of Edin- 
burgh. Upon his return home he commenced the practice 
of his profession in Wilmington, but in 1777 both he and 
Dr. Tilton were appointed surgeons in the Continental 
Army, and were attached to what was called the Flying 
Hospital, and were with the army in all the battles in the 
Northern Department, from Brandywine to Yorktown. 
He acquired quite a distinction as a surgeon, and on 
peace he returned to the practice of his profession. He 
was elected a member of our legislature, after our State 
organization; also to Congress from 1793 to 1795, and was 
elected in 1794 by the legislature one of the senators 
from this State in Congress, and served out his constitu- 
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tional term. He died in 18 19. Mr. Read states, in his 
life of his father, that Dr. Latimer was the surgeon of the 
Delaware regiment : this is a mistake ; he was attached to 
no particular regiment. Henry Latimer, Esq., of Wil- 
mington, is his son. 

Dr. James Tilton's history is about the same as Dr. Lati- 
mer's. He entered the army as surgeon in Colonel Haslet's 
regiment. He was also skilled and honored as a surgeon. 
Upon the return of peace he settled on the property in 
Wilmington now owned by Charles Howland ; was surgeon- 
general of the army in the war of 181 2, and died in 18 18. 

I regret that my information is so meagre as to the 
officers of the regiment, none at all, in fact, as to some of 
them. I have done, however, the best possible under the 
circumstances. The great lapse of time, the change and 
removal of their families, the seeming negligence, both 
upon the part of the State and of their descendants, in 
the preservation of papers relating to them, prevent at this 
time almost any accurate record. But their deeds, their 
sufferings, their valor should never be forgotten. It was 
more to be a soldier in those days than it is now. The 
improvement in arms of all kinds, — the increased range of 
our modern guns, better ammunition, everything which 
war requires, has been so improved that the soldier of 
1875 scarcely appreciates the difficulties of the soldier of 
1775. What would our people now think of the only 
Commissary Department of an army being the corn-fields 
and orchards on its line of march, and yet this was the 
case with our own and the Maryland regiments upon their 
march to the South. And that was not all; of clothing 
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they were equally destitute, and yet these men crossed 
bayonets almost daily with the bravest of England's vet- 
erans. 

Ramsey, in his History of the United States, vol. i. p. 
209, says : 

" The Delaware Regiment was reckoned the most efficient in the Conti- 
nental Army. It went into active service soon after the commencement of 
the contest with Great Britain, and served through the whole of it Courting 
danger wherever it was to be encountered, frequently forming part of a vic- 
torious army, but oftener the companions of their countrymen in the gloom 
of disaster, the Delawares fought at Brooklyn, at Trenton and at Princeton, 
at Brandywine and at Gcrmantown, at Guilford and at Eutaw, until at length, 
reduced to a handful of brave men, they concluded their services with the 
war in the glorious termination of the Southern campaign." 

And I conclude this feeble tribute to their memory by 
saying they were indeed 

" Chiefs graced with scars, and prodigal of blood. 
Stem warriors who for sacred freedom stood." 
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A. 

Captain Allen McLane, the father of the late Hon. Louis 
McLane and Dr. Allen McLane, early in the war enlisted 
a partisan company, and served faithfully and bravely 
throughout the war. He was in most, if not all, the battles 
in the Northern Department, and in the battle of York- 
town. 

I subjoin a roll of his company as follows : 

Captain Allen McLane' s Partisan Company of Foot, in the 

Service of the United States, taken for the Months of 

March, April, May, and June, 1779. 

Captain, Allen McLane, commissioned January 

13, ^777- 
First Lieutenant, A. M. Dunn, commissioned January 13, 

1777. 
Second Lieutenant, William Jones, commissioned January 

13,1 jy;. Killed at Wyoming, April 

17, 1779. 
First Sergeant, John Edenfield. 
Second Sergeant, John Hegan. 
Third Sergeant, George Rowan. 
Fourth Sergeant, Robert Farrell. 
First Corporal, Matthew Cusick. 
Second Corporal, John Vandegrift. 
Drummer, Phiup Wheylon. 

Fifer, Eliazer Crane. 

5 6s 
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James Burk, 
Lidford Berry, 
Edward Hines, 
Thomas Finn, 
Thomas Wells, 
Thomas Parker, 
Barret Alley, 
Francis Bilstone, 
Ezekiel Clark, 
Lazarus Carmedy, 



Privates, 



John Rowles, 
William Stratton, 
Robert Soloway, 
Perry Scott, 
Charles McMunigill, 
James Longo, 
Henry Harneyman, 
Moses McLane, 
Patrick Dagney, 
John Butcher. 



B. 



To show what were the privations of the soldiers of that 
day, I subjoin an address from the officers of Hall's regi- 
ment to the General Assembly, on December 4, 1779. 

" Address from the Officers of the Delaware Regiment ^ to the 

Honorable ^ the Representatives in the General House 

of Assembly^ of the Delaware State ^ now 

sitting in Wilmington, December 4., 1779. 

"We, the Officers of the Delaware Regiment, do in 
the most grateful manner, thank the Honorable, the House 
of Assembly, for the two generous Resolves they were 
pleased to pass in our favor. But whilst we thus express 
our gratitude, we cannot but complain that, through some 
defect in the Resolves, or neglect in those who were in- 
trusted with the execution of them, we find our situation 
little better than it was before they were passed. We have 
yet received but two months of the supplies allowed, and 
have no prospect of receiving any more, as Colonel Craig- 
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head informs the Commanding Officer in a letter, dated 
October 7th, '79* that he has received but 1400 pounds to 
purchase a quarterly supply of necessaries, that it is in- 
adequate to the purpose, and therefore desires we will each 
take a dividend of that money in lieu of the necessaries 
which we are entitled to receive from him, by the Resolve 
of the Honorable House. This desire we must refuse to 
comply with, for we cannot conceive that the Honorable 
House would wish we should compound with Colonel 
Craighead, and accept one-third of the value, instead of 
the articles; as this would, in a very great measure, 
deprive us of the benefit of the Resolve, and again subject 
us to suffer by the depreciation of our currency, which evil 
their Resolve was generously intended to prevent. 

" We further beg leave to acquaint the Honorable House 
that of the suit of clothes, which they have ordered us to 
be supplied with, though the season is so far advanced, 
none of us have received a full suit, some, not one article, 
and in general, we want many things that are difficult to 
obtain, and cannot be dispensed with at this season, but at 
the risk of our health. 

" We would also beg leave to represent to the Honorable 
House how necessary a part of an Officer's dress a hat is, 
and that we imagine a mistake only was the cause of its 
not being enumerated among the other articles of clothing, 
and therefore hope they will be pleased to allow us that 
useful article. We also hope the Honorable House will 
continue their bounty by allowing us a suit of clothes 
yearly, at least whilst the currency remains depreciated. 

"Laboring under many difficulties which the distance 
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from our respective homes and the general depreciation of 
the money had thrown upon us, we were once before obliged 
to make application to the Honorable House for their assist- 
ance in removing or alleviating them. The spirit of gen- 
erositylshown in their Resolves on that occasion encourages 
us to submit this to their consideration, confident that the 
wel&re and honor of the Regiment that claims this patron- 
age are next to the happiness of their country, their greatest 
wish, and that upon this representation of our case, they 
will minutely enquire from what cause their Resolves have 
not been executed, and make such provision for their exe- 
cution as will in future prevent applications of this kind 

from their 

" Very humble servants, 



i( 



« 



"C. P. Bennett, 
"Edward Roche, 
"Thos. Anderson, 
"R. Gilder, 
"John Platt, 

J. Vaughan, 

Robert Kirkwood, 
"John Corse, 
" Peter Jacquett, 
"J. Learmonth, 
"John Wilson, 
"Daniel P. Cox, 
"Henry Duff, 
"E. Skillington, 
"Chas. Kidd, 



L. D. 

Lieut and P. M. 

Lieut, and Q. M. 

Surgeon. 

S. Mate. 

M. D. R. 

C. D. R, 

Lt. D. R. 

Capt. D. R. 

Capt. D. R. 

Capt. D. R. 

Lieut. 

Lieut. 

Lieut 

Lieut 



" Stephen Mc Wiluams, Ensign D. R." 
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C. 

The tradition in the State is that our soldiers received 

the name of " Blue Hen's Chickens/' from the feict that a 

r 

Captain Caldwell took with his company game chickens, 
which were from the brood of a blue hen, celebrated in 
Kent County for their fighting qualities; and that the 
officers and men of this company, when not fighting the 
enemy, amused themselves fighting chickens. 

There were two Captain Caldwells, Captain Joseph Cald- 
well, of Colonel Patterson's regiment (Flying Camp), and 
Captain Jonathan Caldwell, of Colonel Haslet's regiment 

From the best evidence which I have been able to obtain, 
it was from Captain Jonathan Caldwell and his company 
that our soldiers derived the name. I, therefore, in honor 
of the brave captain, his officers and men, add a roll of the 
company. 

Captain Jonathan Caldwell's Company in Colonel Haslet* s 

Regiment. 

Captain, Jonathan Caldwell. 

First Lieutenant, John Patten. 

Second Lieutenant, George McCall. 

Ensign, James Stevens. 

First Sergeant, John Depoister. 

Second Sergeant, Joseph Campbell. 

Third Sergeant, John Rowan. 

Fourth Sergeant, John Corse. 

First Corporal, John McCannon. 

Second Corporal, John Dewees. 

Third Corporal, Robert Oram. 
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Fourth Corporal, Isaac Matthews. 
Drummer, Robert Thompson. 

Fifer, Cornelius Comegys. 



Privates, 



John Shearn, 
James Millington, 
John Manning, 
John Kinnamon, 
Michael McGinnis, 
Robert Solway, 
William Plowman, 
John Allen, 
John Butler, 
Jacob Wilson, 
Nathan Bowen, 
John Pegg, 
George Bateman, 
Joseph Robinson, 
James Carson, 
John Nickerson, 
John Spring, 
Zachariah Baily, 
Peter Bice, 
James Robinson, 
John Simmons, 
Robert Graham, 
John Kelly, 
Allen Robinett, 
William Edingfield, 
Robert Ferrell, 



John Hart, 
Francis Blair, 
John Wilson, 
John May, 
Thomas Finn, 
Greorge Riall, 
Peter Grewell, 
William Perry, 
Ephraim Townsend, 
Isaac Cox, 
John Matthews, 
William Hall, 
Mark Ivans, 
Hosea Wilson, 
John Eding^eld, 
Nathan Gaus, 
Lewis Humphreys, 
Kimber Haslet, 
Garrett Fagan, 
Harman Clarke, 
John Tims, 
Lambert Williams, 
William Mott, 
Alexander McDowell, 
Daniel Lawley, 
Peter Wilcox. 




APPENDIX. 

In this republication of the history of the "Revolu- 
tionary Soldiers of Delaware," written by Hon. William 
G. Whitely in 1875, it is deemed desirable to publish 
the following corrections and supplementary data kindly 
contributed, from sources not then accessible to Judge 
Whitely, by Captain Henry Hobart Bellas, LL.B., U. S. A., 
author of "A History of the Delaware State Society of 
the Cincinnati." 

The pages as numbered herein, designate the correspond- 
ing pages in the foregoing republication, wherein no change 
has been made in the author's original text. 

Page 7. — ^The regiment of Colonel Henry Ne/11 (not 
Ne^U) was also of the Continental Establishment, being 
raised by Act of the Greneral Assembly of the Delaware 
State, passed at Dover, June 21, 1780, was mustered into 
the service of the United States at Philadelphia, Pennsyl- 
vania, July 10, 1780, and discharged October 28, the same 
year. It was designated " Continental Regiment, No. 38," 
was stationed in Kent County, Maryland, and served for 
the period stated. 

Pages 12, /J. — Captain Stidham's name is often written 
erroneously Stidman. Lieutenant James McDonough 
should be James Macdonough, Jr., Lieutenant Genethan 
Harney is also written (probably correctly) Jonathan 
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Harney, and Lieutenant (afterwards Captain) John Lear- 
mof^h should be Learmo^th. The latter officer was of a 
good Scotch &mily, and lived and died at Lewes, Sussex 
County. He was living there in 1802, was married, and 
had issue. 

Page 18. — Dr. George Monro died October 11, 18 19 (not 
in 1820), and was buried in the Presbyterian churchyard, 
Market and Tenth Streets, Wilmington. 

Page 21, — Colonel Samuel Patterson was afterwards 
Brigadier-General of Delaware State Militia. 

No lineal descendants of Captain Thomas Kean survive. 
Of his three sons and one daughter, Matthew Kean {b, 1782, 
d. 1865) was the only surviving child who married. He 
had but two sons, Thomas and James Macomb, both of 
whom died minors and unmarried. 

Captain Nathaniel Mitchell {b, 1753 and d. 1814) was 
afterwards Captain and Major in Colonels Grayson and 
Gist's Additional Continental Regiments and Brigade 
Major and Inspector to General Peter Muhlenberg. He 
retired from the service January i, 1781, and was taken 
prisoner of war in the following year and paroled. He 
was afterwards delegate from Delaware to the Continental 

• 

Congress (1786-88), Governor of Delaware 1805-8, and 
was also an original member of the Delaware State So* 
ciety of the Cincinnati. Governor Mitchell was the son of 
James Mitchell and Margaret Dagworthy, his wife, sister of 
General John Dagworthy, and is buried near Laurel, Sussex 
County, in the graveyard of old Broad Creek (Episcopal) 
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Church. His descendants still reside in Philadelphia, Penn- 
sylvania. 

Page 2g, — Lieutenant Caleb Prew Bennett (afterwards 
Governor of Delaware), in a roll of the Field, Staff, and 
Company officers of Colonel Hall's Regiment (now in pos- 
session of the Delaware State Society of the Cincinnati), 
states that under the arrangement of April 5, 1777, John 
Lucas was Adjutant (instead of George Purvis), and James 
Trusam or Tresham was Quartermaster (instead of Thomas 
Anderson). The arrangement on page 29 was probably 
later. (See p. 31.) Lieutenant Tresham was afterwards 
Adjutant of Colonel Henry Neill's Continental Regiment 
in 1780. 

Lieutenant Thomas Anderson was a brother of Cap- 
tain Enoch Anderson of the same regiment, also of Major 
Joseph and Ensign William Anderson of the New Jersey 
Continental Line. All four were sons of William and 
Elizabeth (Inslee) Anderson, of Philadelphia, Pennsyl- 
vania, and also original members of the Delaware Cin- 
cinnati. 

Page 36, — Quenswalt should be written Queenault 

Page j8, — Hosman, sometimes also written Hossntan. 

Page 55. — Other descendants of Colonel HalFs family 
also reside in Philadelphia and New York cities. He left 
one son, Joseph, who died unmarried, and six daughters. 
For full account of the genealogy of the Hall £unily, see 
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the " American Historical Register" (Philadelphia, Pennsyl- 
vania), for December, 1895, pp. 516-18. 

Colonel Charles Pope, by the record in the Pope family 
Bible, in possession of his descendants to-day, was born 
1748, and married, 1770-73, Jane, daughter of Benjamin 
Stokesly, of Delaware, by whom he had five sons, — ^William, 
Alexander, Charles, Benjamin Stokesly, and Samuel Henry, 
— only two of whom married and had issue : Alexander, 
who married Dorothy Bibb, of Petersburg, Georgia, and 
Benjamin S., who married Eliza E., daughter of Captain 
William Wyatt, of Madison County, Mississippi. Colonel 
Pope married secondly, Sarah, daughter of Thomas and 
Janet Simpson, at Duck Creek Cross Roads, in 1799, by 
whom he had no issue. He died February 16, 1803, aged 
fifty-five years, and was buried on his farm in Columbia 
County, Georgia. 

Page 5(5. — Lieutenant-Colonel Joseph Vaughan died 
in 1789. 

Major John Patten was bom near Dover, Kent County, 
in this State, April 26, 1746, and was the son of Wil- 
liam and Ann Patten. He was Vice-President of the Del- 
aware State Society of the Cincinnati from its organiza- 
tion to 1794, and President from the latter date till his 
decease. He died December 26, 1800, and was buried in 
the Presbyterian churchyard at Dover. 

Pages 57-59^ — Major Kirkwood's son, Joseph, married 
Margaret Gillespie in 1806, and removed to Ohio the same 
year. They had issue, one son, Robert, who died un- 
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married, and eight daughters, seven of whom married and 
have descendants surviving in Pennsylvania, Ohio, and 
Wisconsin; one of whom, Newell Kirkwood Kennon, a 
prominent lawyer of St. Clairsville, Ohio, possesses Major 
Kirkwood's commission as First Lieutenant of Delaware 
State Troops, dated January 13, 1776, signed by John 
Hancock, President, and Charles Thomson, Secretary of 
Congress; also his commission of Brevet Major, dated 
September 30, 1783. 

Page 60, — Major Caleb Prew Bennett was the son of 
Joseph Bennett and Elizabeth Prew, his wife, and was born 
in Kennett Township, Chester County, Pennsylvania, No- 
vember II, 1758. He married Catherine Britton, and had 
six sons and seven daughters. The late Captain Charles 
Webb Bennett was the third son. Eliza married ist, Charles 
P. Lisle (not Lydl\ and 2d, Jacob Vandever. Boadicea 
married ist, Rev. Isaac Pardee, of Trinity Church, Wil- 
mington, and 2d, Mr. Merchant, of Philadelphia, Pennsyl- 
vania. Edwin Ruthven, the youngest son, who married 
Mary Louisa Smith, of Natchez, Mississippi, is the only 
one that has a continuous male line surviving. 

Page 61, — Captain Edward Roche was a Justice of the 
Peace for nearly twenty years.' His commission and sword 
are in the possession of his &mily. He was the last Sec- 
retary of the Delaware State Society of the Cincinnati 
prior to its so-called dissolution in 1802. He died April 
6, i82iy and is buried in Old Swedes' churchyard at 
Wilmington. 
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Page 62, — Captain William McKennan was born 1758, 
and married Elizabeth, daughter of Hon. John Thompson, 
of New Castle County. He removed in 1795 to Charlestown 
(now Wellsburg), West Virginia ; thence to West Middle- 
town, Washington County, Pennsylvania, in 1800; was ap- 
pointed prothonotary of said county by Governor McKean 
in 1 80 1, when he removed to Washington, Pennsylvania, 
where he died and was buried, January 14, 1810. His 
descendants still reside there, highly-respected members of 
the community. The late Judge William McKennan of 
the United States Courts was a grandson of Captain Mc- 
Kennan and son of Hon. Thomas McKean Thompson Mc- 
Kennan, Secretary of the Interior Department in 1850. 
Captain McKennan was an original member and first 
Secretary of the Delaware State Society of the Cin- 
cinnati. 

Lieutenant Stephen McWilliam was the son of Captain 
Richard McWilliam, a prominent man in public life, residing 
at "Spring Garden,'* near New Castle. Lieutenant Mc- 
William was born 1759, and died after 1784, and was buried 
in Immanuel churchyard at New Castle. He was unmar- 
ried. His brother Richard intermarried with the well- 
known Van Leuveneigh family of Delaware. Lieutenant 
McWilliam, like many of the other officers of the Delaware 
Line Regiment, was an original member of the Delaware 
Cincinnati. 

For account of duel fought by Surgeon Reuben Gilder 
with Mr. Barryford, a member of the South Carolina As- 
sembly in February, 1782, see "Pennsylvania Magazine 
of History and Biography," Philadelphia, 1895. 
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Lieutenant John Vance Hyatt was born in New Castle 
County, April 13, 1755, and was the son of Peter Hyatt 
and Martha Vance, his wife. He resided on a farm known 
as High Hook, near Macdonough, after the war, and was 
a Justice of the Peace for New Castle County. He died 
November, 1806, and was buried in Old Drawyer's church- 
yard, near Odessa. His faxaWy yet resides near there. 
Lieutenant Hyatt was the member of the Delaware Cin- 
cinnati Society who rode to and from Mount Vernon 
with the diplomas of the State Society, for the purpose 
of obtaining Washington's signature as President-General 
thereto. 

Lieutenant John Piatt was born in Burlington County, 
New Jersey, August 13, 1749, the son of Thomas and 
Sarah (Dennis) Piatt, but removed to Delaware prior to the 
Revolution, and resided near New Castle, at his residence 
of "Chatham." He died in December, 1823. 

Captain Daniel Powell Cox resided in Dorset County, 
Maryland, in 1789, while Lieutenant Charles Kidd was 
evidently then deceased, his estate being administered on 
by Colonel Vaughan's widow. 

Page 6j, — Dr. James Tilton was bom in Kent County, 
Delaware, June i, 1745, and was the son of Thomas Tilton. 
He died near Wilmington, May 14, 1822. He was first 
President of the Delaware State Society of the Cincinnati, 
and a frequent delegate with Majors Patten, Moore, and 
Mitchell to the General Meetings of the Society. He was 
also President of the Patriotic Society of New Castle 
County in 1797. 
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Page 6^. — Captain AU^n McLane, not AUm (on the 
authority of his family). 

Lieutenant Abner Martin Dunn served afterwards in the 
Pennsylvania Continental Line, and was a member of the 
Pennsylvania Cincinnati. (See "Pennsylvania State Ar- 
chives," 2d series, vol. x.) He left one daughter only, 
whose descendants reside in Kentucky and Indiana. 

Pages 66-68. — The original of this address of the officers 
of the Delaware Line to the General Assembly of Delaware 
is now in the possession of the Delaware State Society of 
the Cincinnati. 
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